LETTER NMX. 


en SUMMERS 
0 


EDWARD. SEDLEY, Eee, 


ITI „„ PERS Caſtle, 
| HAT man was not born to be hap- 


Py, is an undoubted truth; for but a few ; 
days ago, I thought myſelf the happieſt 


of mortals: but now, am almoſt in de- 


ſpair: but this is dealing in riddles, and 
my mind is at preſent in too much con- 


fuſion, to relate any thing methodically. 
Il will now, my dear Ned, endeavour 
to tell you the cauſe of my uncaſineſs, 


though the taſk will be difficult, and un- | 
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pleaſing; but as | have made it a point, 
not to conceal any thing from my friend, 
worth his attention, I will give as brief 
an account of 'my ſufferings, as I am 
able. You alrekdy know, that I aſſumed 
a ſufficient degree of courage, to ac- 
knowledge my paſſion, to the lovely El- 
len, (for ſhe ſtill is lovely, in ſpite of her 
inconſtancy), but to proceed with my 
narrative. 'After.iſhe had condeſcend- 
ingly declared, I was not indifferent to 
her, I viſited her daily; and moſt times 
had the ſatisfaction of finding her alone; 
till the other day, When in an accurſed 
hour, I ſet off for Maple Vale; and find- 
ing the door open, went in with my uſual 


familiarity : but on entering the room, 


(for as the door was ajar, they, did not 
hear me, till T was quite cloſe to them,) 
1 beheld Fancourt on his knees, before 
and a viſible ſatisfaction in her face, as if 
The was pleaſed with the ſubject, with 


Which he was entertaining her. [ entirely 
loſt my temper at this ſight, and ſtepping 


up to Miſs Sidney, ſaid ſomething to her 
in a harſh tone of voice; what it was, l 
cannot now remember, bur ſhe aroſe, and 
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endeavoured to ſpeak to me, but I was 
coo much agitated, to bear any longer 
the ſight of her, who had rendered me 
the moſt unhappy wretch on earth. 

I walked back to Bloom Grove, and ſo 
much was I abſorbed in my own ſorrows, 
that I did not perceive I was nigh the 
houſe, till I heard my amiable couſin, 
enquire the cauſe of my extreme dejec- 
tion: I hope, continued ſhe, you have 
not had any diſagreeable news from Bel- 
mont Caſtle: my goon aunt, I hope IS 
well. 

I anſwered in the affirmative, and by 
an affected gaiety, ſtrove to forget, what 
an hour ago had given me ſo much un- 
eaſineſs. 
Come, come, ſaid the ſprightly Maria; 
I know ſomething has happened to diſ- 
_ eaſe you; but J am fure you will regain 

” uſual good temper, when I tell you, 
that I expe& Miſs Sidney here every mi- 
nute, as J diſpatched James too hours 
ago, and am amazed he is not returned. 

When J found Miſs Sidney was ex- 
pected, I thought it beſt to avoid ſeeing 
her; therefore without taking any notice 
to Miſs Fancourt, ordered my horſe, and 

B 1 left 
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left my man, if any one enquired after 
me, to ſay, I ſhould paſs the night at 
Sir, Foſter Binmores ; and accordingly 
bent my courſe that way: but before [ 
reached there, on the right, I obſerved a 
very neat little farm, a thought juſt then 
ſtruck me, that 1 ought to write to Miſs 
Sidney 3 and imagining I could procure 

n and ink, 1 diſmounted, and tying 
the bridle-of my horſe, to a ſmall gate, 
went into the cottage. A venerable old 
man appeared, and invited me to fit 
down, at the {ame time offering me a 
ſeat: I apologized for my intruſion, by 
ſaying, the pleaſant ſituation, and ex- 
treme neatneſs of his habitation, drew 
me to his abode, but which I hoped he 
would excuſe: the old man expreſſed 
Himſelf happy, to be honored with a viſit 
from me; and begged to know, if I would 
chuſe any refreſhments: I antwered in 
the negative, but ſaid 1 ſhould thank 
him, for a pen, and ink, &c. Theſe were 
readily procured me, and I wrote a ſhort 
note to, Miſs S:dney, which I ſent to 
Bloom Grove, by a countryman that was 
going that way; I ordered him not to lay 


where it came from, neither was he t9 
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ſtay after he had delivered it; which di- 


rections, I have ſince heard, he punctu- | 


ny executed, 1 ſtaid that day, and belt 
rt of the next, at Sir Foſter Binmore's, 
and with difficulty got away then, ſo de- 
firous were they of my finiſhing the week 
at the Grove. 
But why you will fay, has Summers 


taken the trouble to write all this non- 


ſenſe to me? who do not even know the 
family in queſtion : excuſe me, dear 
Sedley, I hardly know whar I ſay, or do, 
ſo much is the lovely image of the faith- 
leſs Ellen, ſtamped on my imagination. 


ſtory, 

When, 1 arrived at Bloom Grove, 
Maria rallied me for leaving them, as ſhe 
had told me before hand, Miſs Sidney 
was to be of the party: l pleaded as an 
excule, a prior engagement to the Grove; 
and not ſeeing Fancourt, enquired where: 
he was. I do not know, replied ſhe, but 
he has been abſent a long time, I'll ring, 

tor his ſervant and aſk. * 
Do you know where your maſter is, 
faid I, as he came to the door. 

Yes Sir, he ſaid he was going to Ma- 
ple. Vale, and ſhould not return till late. 


1 Oh 


But once more, to join the thread of my 
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Oh very well, replied I, I only wanted 
to know if he was in the houſe. Con- 
ceive Sedley if you can, what were my 
ſenſations on hearing he was at Maple 
Vale, and ſeemingly by invitation; as 
he was not to return till late. 1 was al- 
molt furious with jealouſy, and forgetting 
Maria was preſent, traverſed up and 
down the room, till almoſt fainting 1 
ſunk into à chair. My good coulin, 
alaried at my ſituation, rang the bell 
for {ome of the ſervants to come to my 
aſſiſtance ; while ſhe herſelf, bathed my 
temples with lavender water : I ſoon re- 
covered, but by Sir William's deſire went 
to bed, but not to ſleep: the apothecary 
88 Miſs Fancourt in her fright, had 


ſent for), inſiſted on bleeding me; and 


deſiring I might be kept very quiet, left 
me for the night. I aroſe at break of 
day, not having been able to cloſe my 
eyes, and ſtrolled in the garden till break- 
fait time. My uncle blamed me for 
riſing ſo early, after I had been ſo much 
indiſpoſed. Harry, and his filter, ſoon 
joined me; they congratulated me on 
my appearance, the former ſaying, that 
from the account he had heard of me Jatt 

e night, 
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1 he fcared I was very ill; but had 
he known, I intended returning ſo ſoon, 
he would not have been out of the way. 
] thanked him for his intention, but ſaid 
with a forced ſmile, I could not have 
forgiven myſelf, had 1 been the cauſe of 
his leaving ſuch good company. 
Oh, cried he, with a ſelf ſatisfied air, 
I would give up any company, but one 
perſon's, forthe honor of your Lordſhip's. 
| was going to reply, rather Gag 2 
had not his filter prevented me, by aſk- 
ing if any miſunderſtanding ta hap- 
pened between us, as ſhe obſerved we 
took up each other's words as if wiſhing 
to pick a quarrel. I anſwered, I had not 
the leaſt intention of quarrelling With 
her brother; but I believed my yelter- # 
day's indiſpoſition, had left a peeviſhneſs 
in my temper, which I could not get 
rid of, but would take the air on horſe- 
back, which I hoped would relieve my 
ſpirits. Fancourt apologized, for not 
being able to accompany me, having an 
engagement at home; Ireadily diſpenſed 
with his attendance, and mounting my 
| horſe, laid the bridle on his neck, and 
leſt him to go at his own diſpoſal, whi- 
B 4 therſoever 
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therſoever he thought fit: but who would 


have imagined, he would have gone the 
very road, I of all others wiſhed to avoid: 
the animal, as if willing to take a laſt 


farewell, of the habitation of Mrs. Sid- 


ney, ſtopped not till he reached the gar- 
den pails, of that once beloved, ſtill de- 
lightful ſpot: I could not refrain from 
waiting a few moments, in hopes to have 
& fight of the lovely Ellen, nor was 1 
diſappointed ; I placed myſelf in ſuch a 
manner, as to have a view of the whole 
garden, without being perceived. I had 
not long been concealed, before I ſaw 
the faithleſs girl, walking arm, in arm, 
with a genteel looking young man. Why 
. gh did ſhe ever ſay ſhe loved me? 
if ſhe had candidly told me, her affections 
were in the poſſeſſion of another, I ſhould 


+ & leaſt have endeavoured to get the bet- 
ter of my ill-fated paſſion: her beha- 


viour is to me a riddle; which I am 
unable to find out: for you ſee ſhe has 
ſlighted Fancourt, as well as me. I 
wiſhed her to know I was an eye witneſs 


of her folly ; therefore I walked my horſe 
a little farther on, where there was only 
tome Chineſe rails, that divided the gar- 
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den from the road; and which ſhe muſt 
paſs, before ſhe could regain the houſe: 
there I waited till I ſaw her approach :. 


on hearing the ſound of a: horſe, ſhe- 


looked up, but I gave my beaſt the ſpur, 
and was out of fight in an inſtant; and 
returned to Bloom Grove, in much better: 
ſpirits than I left it. 

Miſs Fancourt, went after dinner to- 
Maple Vale; but returned ſo out of ſpi- 
rits, ſo-different from the perſon thar left: 
us a few hours before, you would hardly 


bave known her for the ſame : I feared: 


ſome accident to the Sidneys, therefore. 
enquired if the had left them well. 


Quite ſo, rephed the dear girly, but 1 


fear all is not right, for they were in 


tears belt part of the time I ſtaid there. 
I then aſked, if they had any company,. 


beſides herſelf. Only a Mr. Hammond, 


added ſhe, who ſeemed to be on free 
terms with the family, for they made no 
ſtranger of him. Ithen found, he was. 
the perſon I had ſeen in the garden with 


Miſs Sidney, in the morning. 


Shall I repoſe my weakneſs in the 
friendly boſom of my Sedley? and tell 


him, after all my reſolves to the contrary,[ 
B 5 found 
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"OY it impoſſible to live another day, 
without ſeeing the lovely Ellen, and 
coming to an explanation with her : ac- 
cordingly next morning, I prepared to 
pay them a viſit, to take leave, (as I had 
already outſtaid the time, my father in 
his angry letter, allotted me to ſtay, at 
Sir William Fancourt's), but company 
coming in, prevented me from going till 
near one o'clock: I knocked at the 
door, but inſtead of the good old Tho- 
mas, it was opened by a woman I had 
never ſeen there before: J aſked if the 
ladies were at home, but gueſs my aſto- 
niſhment, when I heard they had left 
Maple Vale, three hours before. I ſhall 
not give you the anſwers of the old wo- 
man, to the many queſtions I put to her, 
in her own words, as it would make my 
letter ſtill longer than it is already; ſuf- 
- fice it to ſay, they had left their houſe, to 
the care of this poor woman and her fa- 
mily; and that they went away in a 
chaiſe, with a very ſmart young gentle- 
man; and that Miſs Ellen cried a vaſt 
| _- deal, as did Mrs. Sidney; but the gen- 
| tleman before mentioned, bade them jr 
| 0 


Wn © „* — 
YO ĩð 0 
* 


MAPLE VALE us 


of good cheer, as he did not doubt all 
would be well on their arrival in town. 
What, my dear Ned, am I to think 
of all this? I wiſhed the poor woman 
A good morning, and flipping five gui- 
neas into her hand, hurried away: on 
my return, Maria aſked me, if I had 
found the Sidneys 1n better ſpirits than 
they were the night before. 

Is it poſſible, anſwered 1, that Miſs 
Fancourt ſhould be anacquainted - with 
their leaving Maple Vale. 

Left Maple Vale! exclaimed me, 
with ſurprize, where in the name of for- 
tune are they gone to: but, continued 
ſhe, laughing, I know you { peak 1ront- 
cally. 

No, upon my honor, replied I, wh 
I have juſt ſaid is ſtrictly true. I then 
related the converſation that had paſſed 
between the woman, and myſelf; at 
which ſhe was much ſurprized, not hav- 
ing heard a word from Miſs Sidney of 
their intended departure. 

What Maſs Sidney is, time will ſhew; 
T once thought her, every thing that was 
amiable ; but latterly, her behaviour has 
been fo extremely odd, I muſt confeſs, I 

know 
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know not what to think of it :. at fiſt, 

her giving me all the encouragement, 1 
could reaſonably expect; ſecondly her 
flirting with Fancourt; and Jaſtly, her 
leaving Maple Vale with a Mr. Ham- 
mond: in ſhort Sedley, I cannot think 
of it, but Iam almoſt driven to deſpair. 

1 left Bloom Grove the next day, and 
arrived at Belmont Caſtle, the day fol- 
lowing: my father, and mother, received 
me with open arms: the former, ex- 

reſſed much anger at Sir William Fan- 
court's blind indulgence to his daugh- 
ter; for ſo he was pleaſed to call it: I 
gave my mother a hint, not to mention 
my having written to her on that ſubject, 
as matters ſtood, there being no occaſion 
for it. My father, imagines my preſent 
dejection, ariſes from being diſcarded by 
Mils Fancourt; it is beſt he ſhould, 
therefore I do not take the trouble to un- 
deceive him: 1 am far from well, ſo will 
diſpatch this long letter immediately: 
en dear Sedley, believe me your's, 
with the MANN ſincerity. 


SUMMERS, 
I intend if I am better in health, to paſs 
a few days with you, in my way to town. 


MAPLE 
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Bloom Grove. 

As i to be ſaved, the bird is 
flown ; curſed unlucky, juſt at a time, 
when I hoped to gain ſome advantage 
by a fracas, that happened between Lord 
Summers, and Miſs Sidney; but I may 
as well give you the whole account, thus 
it was. My father having ſome affairs, if 
to tranſact at W, deſired me to go 
with him; and as I-had nothing elſe to 

do, I readily conſented: we both drank | 

pretty freely, and on our arrival at Bloom 
Grove, heard my fiſter ſay, Mats Sidney 
was in the garden, in ſearch of a favorite 
little dog that had given her the flip; I 
needed no invitation to follow her, and 
for that purpoſe, feigned myſelf more 
intoxicated than I really was: I ſaw her 
at the end of a long walk, flanding quite 


Mill, but the moment ſhe perceived me, 
Madam 


* 
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Madam diſappeared ir in a twinkling : fo, 
ſo, thought I, I ſhall fix you for that, 
my dear; ſo by crofling another path, z 
met her ſo ſhort, that ſhe could not turn 
back again, without the greateſt inci- 

vility: I don't remember what I ſaid to 
her, but was going, only, to ſnatch a 
few kiſſes, when ſhe ſqualled, and 
ſcreamed, as loud as if I had been mur- 
dering her; and who ſhould come to 
her reſcue, (like another Don Quixote, 
to relieve the damſel in diſtreſs,) but my 
grave, ſanctified cuz, Lord Summers; 
who with more paſſion, than I thought 
him capable of expreſling, or feeling, 


| defired me to forbear and quit the lady : 


I did not think fit ta make a quarrel in 
| my father's houſe, therefore inſtantly re- 
ſigned her; but had I been otherwiſe 
ſituated, the man that took her from me, 


S muſt have fought for her. 


What became of them after I left her, 
I know not, but have reaſon to believe, 
he took that opportunity of declariag, 
| what was viſible to every body but them- 
ſelves, namely his love: for when the 
carriage was ready, he had the honor of 


a ung her home, an honor, neither 
| | * 
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he, or I, could boaſt of before. As the 


match between him, and my fiſter, 1s 
entirely broke off, he did not ſeek to 
hide his inclination for the fair Ellen: 
and paid her a viſit, almoſt every day, 
though if I went, like an unlucky dog 
as I am, ſhe was ſure to be denied to 
me; when at the ſame time, Lord Sum- 
mers was there. D nd odd, ſhe 
ſhould deny herſelf to a fine young fel- 
low, merely for taking two or three 
kiſſes: but however, I was determined 
to ſee her, and watched my opportunity 
with ſuch care, that I ſaw the old lady 
fairly out of the houſe, and likewiſe the 
man (ſervant : as ſoon as I had loſt fight 
of them, without waiting for a ſervant to 
announce me, (for you know | hate ce- 
remony), I entered the pariour. Shall 
I own to you, Dubois, I was at firſt ra- 
ther confounded, but at length began 
the converſation, by apologizing for 1 my 
intruſion; and next, by ſaying, I came | 
by my fiſter's deſire, which was nearly 
true, for overhearing Maria tell her ſer- 
vant, ſhe ſhould want him to go to Ma- 
ple Vale, I thought I might as well ſpare 
the poor fellow a tedious walk, or ride, 

| by 
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by going myſelf; and accordingly got 


the meſſage from him, and now. ac- 


quainted Miſs Sidney, that my ſiſter 


. wiſhed her to ſpend a little time at Lady 


Linley's with her, and for that purpoſe, 


had diſpatched me to fetch her. She 


bounced about, at the mention of my 
laſt words, and ſaid, ſhe could not think. 


of truſting herſelf with a man, who had 


lately taken ſuch unwarrantable liberties 
with her. I-begged her,. on my knees, 


to pardon me, which ſhe at laſt did; and 


TI to thank her, for her condeſcenſion, 
preſſed one of her ſoft white hands to my 


lips. At that very inſtant, Lord Sum- 


mers made his appearance, before us : 


he ſeemed much furprized to ſee me 


there, but without deigning to take the 
leaſt notice of me, ſaid ſomething to the 


charming Sidney, that drew tears from 


her bewitching eyes ; which not being 


willing I ſhould ſee, left me abruptly, 


and retired to her chamber: but ſoon re- 
collecting herſelf, ſent me word ſhe 
would attend my ſiſter, when her ſervant 
I went away nekiher” glad, or ſorry, 
being diſappointed in the firſt — on _ 
” a 
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T had not the pleaſure of attending her 


in her walk: and ſecondly, rather pleaſed 
to think I had cauſed a breach between 


them, which in all probability, would be 


of infinite ſervice to myſelf, She was 
at Bloom Grove, almoſt as ſoon as I 
was; nevertheleſs, I had very little of 
her company, as Maria immediately took. 
her away, and they did not return till 


dinner time; but Lady Linley had ſome 
unexpected viſitors, which hindered us 
from having the pleaſure of her com- 
pany : ſhe is really a very agreeable wo- 


man, though far from a young one. 
I obſerved Miſs Sidney open a letter, 
ſoon after our leaving the dining par- 


Jour; I with J knew what the contents 


were; for never did I lee ſo great an 


alteration in any one's countenance, as. 


in her's: ſhe ſeemed almoſt fainting, and 


begged to go home, ſaying, ſomething 


difagreeable had happened. We pre- 
vailed on her to ſtay till after tea; and 
then according to her deſire, the carriage 
was got ready: 1 led her to it, and 
hoped to have had the honor of ſeeing 
her home, but ſhe begged to be Ie 


alone, faying, had cauſed her a vaſt 
deal 


„„ MAPLE VALE. 


deal of uneaſ neſs already, wt wilhing i 
me a good night, drew up the glaſs, and 
was preſently out of ſight. 

Lord Summers came home next day, 
from Sir Foſter Binmores, (where he bad 
paſſed the night), very much in the 
dumps; hardly ſpoke, and looked the 

picture of melancholy, and detpair. 

Maria ſent to Maple Vale, to enquire 
after the health of her friend : but the 

anſwer was, that both the ladies were 

much indiſpoſed. This intelligence, put 
my filter ina buſtle, and my father could 
hardly prevail on her, to flay till next 
day, before ſhe paid them a viſit : all 
the morning he Wag ngaged with. com- 

_ pany, but as ſoon as dinner was over, ſhe 
ſet out, but returned very dejected, early 
in the evening; though I cannot think, 
ſhe knew any "thing of their leaving Ma- 
ple Vale, for ſome days after their depar- 
ture, ſhe received a note from Miſs Sid- 
ney, apologizing for not having taken 
leave of her and the family, as it was 
by her mother's expreſs command ſhe 
had kept their departure a ſecret. Cun- 
ning, devils: while they were here, the 
Cy was tolerable, but now it is in- 

ſupportable: 
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ſupportable: I ſhall therefore be in town 
in a few days, that is, if [ can prevail on 
my old man to be generous, and come 
down with a few hundreds. 
Adieu! if you do not write 1 1 
ſhall think you have quite forgot ſuch a 
perſon exiſts, as | f 
| HARRY FANCOURT. 


LETTER XXXIL 


MISS $1DNEY 
T O 
MISS BERTIE 


Q a Berkley Haare 
O much have I been engaged this 
fortnight paſt, that I have not had a ſin- #3 
gle moment to myſelf, to anſwer my 
dear Laura's kind epiſtle. 9 
I return you my ſincere thanks for the * 
invitation you was ſo obliging as to give | 
my mother, and felt; but I had . 
myſelf to Lady Mary Winterford, 

quality of an humble friend, two * 
before 
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before I received your laſt. Mrs: Ham- 
mond, was fo good as to go with me, be- 
ing acquainted with her Ladyſhip, to 


introduce me to her. | 
In my way to Berkley-ſquare, I could 


not help reflecting, on the difference of 


my preſent ſituation, and what it was on: 
my firſt entrance into life: my proſpects. 
though not brilliant, were far from de- 
ſpicable: nay, even when I loſt my dear 
father, and with him, the greateſt part of 


this world's tranſient goods, I ſtill had 


a ſufficient competency to keep me from: 
depencance; and with it, IJ had content, 
my only care being to pleaſe, and make- 
happy, my excellent mother: but now 
how different? my peace of mind ba- 
niſhed, my. affections beſtowed on a per- 


= ſon, who thinks me unworthy of a return; 


and myſelf going to be a dependant on 


the {miles and humours, of a perſon L 


know not even by ſight. 

L was interrupted in my reverie, by. 
Mrs. Hammond's ſaying, now my dear 
we are at Lady Mary's; and, as ſhe 
ſpoke, the carriage ſtopped. 

We were uſhered into a very elegant 


| parlour, where we found the lady of the 
houſe. 
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After the firſt compliments were over, 
ſhe enquired if I was the young verſon, 
in whoſe favour Mrs, Hammond had 
ſpoke. 

On being anſwered in the affirmative, 
| ſhe ſurveyed me from head to foot, with 
the molt diſtreſſing attention; and ſeem- 
ed not in the leaſt, to regard the confu- 
ſion I was almoſt finking under. 

Well Miſs, ſaid ſhe, I hope you and [ 
ſhall be better acquainted, by and by; 
for I would have you come to me im- 


mediately : I like your appearance very 


well, and from the character Mrs. Ham- 
mond has given you, I don't doubt, but 


you will do your endeavour to pleaſe Þ 


me. I ſhall allow you fifty pounds a year, 
that you may always be genteely dreſſed, 
for as J keep a vaſt deal of company, I 
would not have you diſgrace me, by a 
llatternly appearance, as you will always 
viſit with me, and be of my parties at 
home. 
The havghtineſs of her behaviour, 
quite diſguiled me; and it was with dif- 
ficulty J ſaid, I thould be at her com- 
mand, whenever ſhe pleaſed. 9 
She 
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| She ſeems very ſhy, ſaid Lady Mary 
to my kind conductreſs. I ſuppoſe he 
has not been much uſed to high life, 

But I fear my friend, 1 ſhall tire you 
with our converſation : therefore, let it 
ſoffice, that after a great deal more of 
the ſame kind of chat, it was agreed, I 
ſhould attend her Ladyihip | in the morn- 
ing. 

hen 1 I returned to my abies: 1 re- 


 Jatcd to her all that had paſſed between 


Lady Mary and myſelf. She was much 
affected, at the thoughts of being obliged 
to part with me; elpecially to one, who 
appeared to have lo little ſenſibility. I 
cannot ſay, 1 was much better pleaſed 
myſelf, but ſtrove to appear cheerful, 
that I might not add to my mother" 8 
diſtreſs. 
6 When Lady Mary”: s carriage came to 
fetch me, (about two o'clock,) I tore 
myſelf from the arms of my fond parent, 
poet ran down ſtairs, almoſt choaked with 
the efforts I had made to conceal my 
grief: I had hardly got. the. better of my 
emotions when J arriy 10 at Berk ley- 


ip uare. 
As 
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As ſoon as Lady Mary was informed 
of my being there, ſhe ſent to deſire I 
would ittend her, in her dreſſing room. 

I found her at breakfaſt, accompanied 
by a large monkey, a parrot, and a dog. 

Well, cried ſhe, I am glad you are 
come: here you find me with all my fa- 
mily about me; ſwcet creatures, added 
ſhe, is not that a moſt beautiful ani- 
mal, pointing to the monkey, but | dare 
not take too much notice of him, or my 
dear Fidele, and the charming Poll, 
would be quite jealous. 

A vaſt deal more was ſaid about hes 
companions not worth repeating ;. and 
when breakfaſt was over, they were ſent 
out of the room. I find there is a ſer- 
vant kept on purpoſe to wait on them, 
and an apartment, conſiſting of two 
rooms, (a bed chamber and parlour,) ap- 
propriated ſolely to their ule, 1 

Her Ladyſhip now went to dreſs, and 
defired I would do fo likewiſe; ſor. con- 
tinued the, I expect a profuſion of com- 
pany this evening, therefore I wiſh you 
do be well dreſſed, and for that purpoſe 
will tpare you one of my women; hut 
for the future you mult have done before 

begin, 
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I begin, as I can ill do with two, much 
leſs ſpare one of them. 
I thanked her, but ſaid I had always 
been uſed to dreſs myſelf. 

She ſeemed ſurpriſed that any body 
could make themſelves-rolerably decent 
without the aſliſtance of a ſervant; and 
deſired one of her's to ſhew me the way 
to my apartment, (a bed chamber, dreſ- 
ſing room, and powdering cloſet). You 
know my dear I ſpend very little time at 
my toilet, therefore, when I had quite 
finiſhed, and put away my clothes, I re- 
turned to Lady Mary, whoſe hair was 
not yet done. 

Bleſs me, cried ſhe, you have been 
abſent hardly an hour, and are already as 
nice as hands can make you. Iam very 
glad you are ſo expeditious. Pray take 
up that book, and read to me; which 1 
did, till we were informed dinner was on 
the table. 7 

0 followed her Ladyſhip into the din- 
ing parlour, where a gentleman was ſit- 
ting in one of the windows. He did not 
riſe on our approach, only ſaid, I thought 
your Ladyſhip never would have come 


down ; you have been a long time at 
your 
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| your toilet, but it has been time well 
ſpent, for I declare you look quite di- 
vine. He then gave an inquiſitive ſtare 
at me, as much as to ſay, who are you? 
believe Lady Mary underſtood it as 
ſuch, for taking my hand, ſhe ſaid, in- 
deed Captain had I known you were 
here, I ſhould not have made you wait 
ſo long by yourſelf: but I muſt intro- 
duce you to Miſs Sidney; ſhe is a young 
lady that is come to live with me: this 
is Captain Brenville child, a particular | 
friend of mine. 

I curtfeyed, but he havdly moved his 
head, thinking, 1 ſuppoſe, an humble 
companion unworthy his notice. I eat 
my dinner in ſilence, and indeed had I 

been ever fo much inclined to ſpeak, I 
ſhould have found it impoſſible, ſo faſt. 
did the Captain and Lady Mary talk, 5 

Soon after dinner, her Ladyſhip ſaid, 1 

I wiſh Sidney you would ſtep and ſee, if 
the card tables are properly laid out; 
and have the room lighted up. She rang 

for a ſervant, whom I followed into the 

moſt elegant ſuit of rooms, I almoſt ever 

ſaw. She ſoon joined me, and was 


pl-aſed to compliment me on my taſte, 
Vol. II. C in 
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in placing the ornaments to the beſt ad- 
vantage, ſaying, that large as her 
rooms were, they could hardly contaia 
the company ſhe expected : the Captain 
is gone, continued ſhe, but has promiſed 
ro be here by ten; don't you think him 
a charming man, Sidney.? 

I have not been long enough in his 
company, to form any opinion of him, 
_ anſwered I, 

- Why? cried her Ladyſhip, you muſt 

_— the moſt inſenſible creature breath- 
ing, to be ſo long in his company, and 
_ t be quite enchanted with him. 

An end was put to this converſation, 
by a thundering rap at the door, which 
proclaimed the approach of viſitors; 
and immediately after, Lady Brentford, 
Lady Charlotte Newbery, and Miſs Nu- | 
gent, were announced. 

Heavens! exclaimed they all in a 
breath, we are not the brit, are we? oh 
horrid! 

They all looked at me, much in the 
ſame manner the Captain had done be- 
fore; which Lady Mary perceiving, ſa- 
tisfied their curioſity, and they took no 


more notice of me during the evening: : 
| the 
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che rooms now w began! to be crowded; Ifaw 
many perſons I had been acquainted with 


formerly, but now they either did not, or 


would not recollect me; except the lively 
Miſs Greville, who ran up to me, and 
taking my hand, faid, do I really ſee 
Miſs Sidney? or is it her ghoſt? Why 
child, continued ſhe, I thought you had 
been dead and buried; in the name of 
goodneſs ! what have you done with 
yourſelf theſe hundred years ? 

I have been in the cdiddiig for ſome 
time paſt, replied J. | 

In the country, reiterated ſhe; then 
indeed I pity you, for next to being bu- 
ried alive, that of living in the country, 
is the moſt diſagreeable thing in nature. 
I told her, ſhe was juſt the ſame good 
. age madcap I had ever known her. 

1 hope fo, anſwered ſhe, for I value 
my vivacity above any thing I am poſi- 
ſeſſed of; but you mult not forget to 
come and fee me, for I aſſure you, al- 
though you are ſo grave, you are never- 
theleſs a great favourite of mine: but 
what an age have I ſtaid talking to you, 
when I have ſomething to ſay to 3 
every one in the room. 
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And away ſhe tript; ſhe is really a 
very agreeable woman, and with all her 
vivaCity, I have ſeen the tear of ſenſibility 

liſten in her eye, when ſhe has heard 


the ſad tale of another's diſtreſs. The 


evening was finithed, much in the ſame 
manner as it began: I believe it was 
three o'clock, before I retired to reſt. 

I have given you an account of one 
day, that you may know how we paſs 
our time: Lady Mary, conſtantly goes 
out, or has company at home. I] never 
go to bed, before her Ladyſhip, but am 


up full three hours earlier, which I ge- 


nerally dedicate to my honored mother, 
Who has taken a very comfortable lodg- 
ing, not ten minutes walk from Berkley. 
ſquare. 

Mrs. Hammond, viſhod my mother, 
to make uſe of her houſe, while ſhe is 
abſent, as when her fon is married, her- 
felf and daughter, are to accompany them 
to the South of France, and purpole 
ſtaying one year: but ſhe choſe to 
be nearer me, therefore, Mrs. Ham- 
mond readily exculed hen? 

J am ſure by this time, I muſt have 
cired 
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tired you, with the tedious length of this 
letter. Adieu dear Laura. 


Your's, 
ELLEN SIDNEY. 


LETTER XXXME 


CHARLES BEVERLEY, Ea 
T 0 . 
LORD FREDERICK VILLERS. 


N Maitland Place. 
O pleaſure without alloy a truth 
not to = doubted; I have had the good 
fortune, to ſave the life of my dear Ma- 

ria, and likewiſe her father's: and yet, I 
am not happy. But to the point: me- 
thinks J hear you ſay, let me have the 
whole hiſtory, without any more preface: 
take it then, as it happened. 

This morning, not knowing what to 
do with myſelf, I took up my gun, and 
went out, hoping to meet with ſome 

C-q-- ſport; 
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fport; but after traverſing ſeveral 
fields, till I was quite tired, I re- 
ſolved to return home; and meeting 
one of my ſervants, with a horſe, I rea- 
dily took his place, and left him to pro- 
ceed on foot. 1 had not gone half a 
mile, before I ſaw a chaiſe coming to- 
wards me, the horſes of which were in a 
tull gallop, and without a driver ; I in- 
ſtantly ſtopped, and remained quite cloſe 
to the hedge, being determined, if [ 
found any perſon in it, to return, and do 
my endeavours to, aſſiſt them : but ima- 
gine, for 1 cannot deſcribe what my 
feelings were, when I beheld the lovely 
Maria Fancourt, and her father, who were 
- too much terrified, to be able to call to 
have the carriage ſtopped. You may 
think I wanted no invitation, when [ 
aw the better half of my ſoul, in ſuch 
imminent danger of her life ; for they 
were almoſt on the brink of a deep gra- 
vel pit, (I really ſhudder at the idea.) 
I immediately turned round, and ſoon 
coming up, ſtruck one of the horſes a 
blow on the head, with the butt end of 
my fowling piece, (which providentially, 
J had not parted with,) which inſtantly 
felled him to the. ground, and of courle, 

* hindered 
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hindered the other from proceeding: I 
leaped down, and ran to open the car- 
riage door: Maria fell into my arms, 
and ſay ing my dear deliverer, fainted 
away. Sir William followed, who l 
began to think, had loſt his ſenſes, for he 
almoſt ſqueezed me to death, with his 
carciſes, and then ſhed tears, over his 
lovely daughter, who Jay apparently in 
the arms of death. At length ſhe opened 
her eyes, and bleſſed me "with a i{mile, 
exprethve of thanks: and giving me one 
hand, and her father the other, let me 
my dear Mr, Beverley, (ſaid the charm- 
ing creature), return you our moſt 
grateful thanks, for I perceive my father 
is not ſufficiently recovered from his 
tright, to be able to offer them himſelf. 
You are miſtaken, my dear good girl, 
cried Sir William, Iam fo ſenſible of the 
ſervice Mr. Beverley has done us, that 
] wiſh to expreſs them any other way, 
than by mere words; and therefore my 
dear Sir, turning to me, if you can for- 


give my laſt ungenerous treatment of 


you, when you reſcued my daughter, 
from worſe than death, (the villainous 


attempt of Lord Willford), here's my 
S 4 hand, 
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hand, and I hope from this day forward, 
we ſhall be good friends, and forget all 
animoſities, over a bottle of good port. 
The poſtillion here joined us, having 
only been ſtunned by his fall. We left 
him to take care of the carriage, while 
we walked ſlowly to Bloom Grove, ſup- 
porting the lovely Maria, who had not 
forgot her former danger, but trembled 
to ſuch a degree, as to be hardly able to 
walk. When we arrived at Bloom 
Grove, I begged ſhe would take ſome 
hartſhorn and water, which ſhe imme-_ 
diately did, and retired to her apartment, 
The old gentleman, and myſelf, chatted 
on indifferent ſubjects, for although op- 
Portunities were plenty, J had not the 
courage to mention the matter that lay 
next my heart. Mr. Fancourt, ex- 
preſſed his joy, to hear we were in fu- 
ture, to look on each other as friends: 
they inſiſted on my ſtay ing dinner, and 
you may ſuppoſe I did not make ex- 
cuſes: but gueſs my diſappointment, 
when the lovely Maria, ſent to beg to be 
permitted, to remain in her own. apart- 
ment, being too much indiſpoſed to make 


her appearance below ſtairs. This meſ- 
ſage, 
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ſage, cauſed her brother to go to her, 
who ſaid, he thought her in a high fever. 

Heaven, and earth! if ſhe ſhould die, 
oh my God ! what will then become of 
poor Beverley: my native country would 
become irkſome to me—never ſhould I 
know the happineſs of ſociety : ſome 
wilderneſs, or foreſt, muft be my place 
of abode, till death, ſhould kindly put 
an end, to my ſufferings, But whither 
am I rambling ? pardon me, dear Fre- 
derick, and attribute my incoherencies, 
to heart piercing ſorrow. 

I have diſpatched one of my fellows, 
to enquire how ſhe is: I think he ſtays 
an amazing time: oh here he is. 

Well! how does Miſs Fancourt, find 
herſelf? 

Why Sir, when I got there, I went 
into the ſervants hall, with Mr, Francis 
the butler, who 1s my very- good friend. 

D—n your very good friend, ex- 
claimed I, tell me how Miſs Fancoare 18, 
or by —— 

„ Sir, if you had not interrupted 

me, you would have heard by this time; 
ſo as I was ſay ing, Mr. Francis, and my- 


1 5 ſelf, 
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ſelf, were juſt ſeated with a jug of as 
good ale before us as ever was taſted. 

Confound your impertinence, cried I, 
ſtarting up, (taking my pen knife, which 
lay open on the table in my hand), and 
ſeizing him, by one of nis ears, if you do 
not inftantly tell me, how Miſs Fancourt 
is, one of theſe ſhall pay the forfeit. | 
Oh Lord! oh Lord! bawled out the 

fellow, pray Sir let me go, and “II tell 
you in a minute. 

Not villain, before you have anſwered 
my queſtion: come make haſte, (ſtill 
keeping my hold.) 

Why then Sir, ſhe was rather worſe, 
than when you left Bloom Grove; and 
Mrs. Harper told me, as how the doctor 
had been ſent for, and that's 1 ] heard 
about the matter. 

Oh thour't a precious anger, cried 
J: get out of my ſight, or I may yet be 
tempted to take one of thy ears, as an 
atonement for the ſuſpence you have 
kept me in. He did not wait to be or- 
dered twice, but made the beſt of his way 
down ſtairs, and left me, the moſt miſe- 
rable wretch on earth. 4 

| O 


MAPLE VAL E. 35 

Oh that to-morrow was come, that I 
might call to enquire after her: I fool- 
iſhly imagined, happineſs was within my 


reach, and am ſeverely puniſhed for my 


preſumption. - Adieu. 


CHARLES BEVERLE Y. 


LETTER XXXIV. 


LORD SUMMERS 


1 5 


E D WAR D 8 EDLE v. Es- 


1 „ * . Belmont Caſtle. 

FEAR Sedley, you will think me 
very negligent, in not taking notice of 
your laſt letter; but I am fure of your 


forgiveneſs, when I tell you, that I have 


been ſo much indiſpoſed, I really thought 
I had wrote for the laſt time. You may 


remember when you laſt heard from me, 
I complained of being very ill: I was 


indeed much worſe, than I ſuſpected my- 


{ſelf 
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ſelf to be; nor was the converſation 1 
ſoon after had with my father, much 
adapted to raiſe my ſpirits: he came into 
my room, and finding me alone, began 
as follows : 

I am come, Summers, to make a pro- 
poſal to you, to which I hope you will 
raiſe no objections, for I ſhall not be 
very willing to liſten to any, unleſs they 
are very ſubſtantial ones indeed. 

I bowed in filence, and he continued. 

] have had a viſit from my old friend 
and neighbour, Sir Philip Jay, who you 
know is uncle, and guardian, to Lady 
Harriet Aubrey : he came to propoſe an 
alliance with our family, by means of a 
matriage between Lady Harriet and 

ou. 5 
1 Lady Harriet, and me, re-echoed I, 
almoſt involuntarily. EY | 

Yes, Lady Harriet, and you, ſaid my 
father, is there any thing ſo extraordi- 
nary in it; is ſhe not a far better match 
for you, than the daughter of a paltry 
Baronet, who my ſiſter diſgraced herſelf 
and family, by marrying? I can't ima- 
gine how I came to think of Maria Fan- 
court for your wife, when there are fo 
3 many 
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many more elegible matches in view; 
but it was merely out of reſpect to the 
memory of a ſiſter J had the greateſt re- 
ard for; and now I come to conſider 
of it, I can't ſay, but I am very glad it 
was broke off, though I ſhould have 
been much better pleaſed, had it been 
ſet aſide by me; for it cannot but be 
very mortifying, for the eldeſt, and only 
ſon, of an Earl, to be rejected by a per- 
ſon ſo much his inferior, both in family, 
and fortune: but with regard to Lady 
Harriet Aubrey, I expect Summers, you 
will pay her a viſit without loſs of time. 

I was ſo diſconcerted, I ſcarce knew 
what anſwer to make, and my father 
having now done ſpeaking, ſeemed to 
be waiting, to hear what I had to ſay: 
when after ſome little heſitation, I ſpoke 
to this effect: Believe me my dear Sir, 
it gives me the greateſt pain, to find my 
ſentiments differ, in the ſmalleſt degree, 
from your's: I need not fay, it has al- 
ways been my ſtudy, to prevent "your 
very wiſhes; and ] have reaſon to hope, 
from your hitherto indulgent treatment, 
that | have not been altogether unſuc- 9 3 
ceſsful; but in regard to the preſent in- 
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ſtance, I beg you to conſider, what a 
diſagreeable life I am likely to lead, with 
a woman I can neither eſteem, or ag 5 
and ſorry am I to ſay it, but Lady Har- 
riet is one I never can marry, without 
doing the greateſt violence to my feel 
ings. 
He would hear no more, but rifi ing in 
a hurry, ſaid— Very well young man, ſo 
you will not marry Lady Harriet Au- 
brey : I can afiure you, you had better - 
think of it, and bring yourſelf into a 
more dutiful diſpoſition, by the time we 
next meet, or it ſhall be worſe for you. 
So ſaying, he left the room, pulling the 
door after him with a VIOIERCE, that 
ſhook the whole fabrick. 
What Sedley, am I to think of my 
fituation ? in a fair way, to be under 4 
neceſſity, of marrying a woman whoſe 
diſſipated life, will very ill agree with my 
domeſtic plan; beſides my tendereſt af- 
fections are fixed on another; for in ſpite 
of appearances, I {till doat on the lovely 
Ellen, and in contemplating her picture, 
paſs the only happy moments of my pre- 


tent exiſtence. 
My 
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would be reconciled to me; but hearin 
my life was in danger, came to my we 
fide, and promiſed f I recovered, which 
was at that time a doubtful matter, he 
would not inſiſt on my marrying Lady 
Harriet, but leave it entirely to my own 
generolity. 

I cannot help mentioning, how much 


I am indebted to my mother, for the 


unexampled attention ſhe paid me, dur- 
ing my illneſs: it is now a month ſince 
I was firſt indiſpoled, and J believe this 


affectionate parent, has not been out of 


my room, three hours together, night, or 
day: I can never be grateful enough to 
her, for her many kindneſſes: TI have 
perceived my father too, has been very 
ſolicitous, for my recovery, indeed ever 

body about me, has been much more 10 
than myſelf, for I muſt own, I was quite 
indifferent about it, I am interrupted. 


It was my mother : : ſhe came in with 
a ſweet ſmile on her face. I have at 
length my dear ſon, ſaid ſhe, though un- 
known to you, prevannes on your father, 
to 


My father was ſome days before he 
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to give up all thoughts of a marriage 
between Lady Harriet Aubrey and you; 
a marriage, which from the knowledge 
1 have of the lady's diſpoſition, could not 
be happy. 5 

I threw myſelf at the feet of this ex- 
cellent woman, and bathed them with 
my tears; ſhe inſiſted on my rifing, and 
continued her diſcourſe. He is now 
gone to Sir Philip Jay, and has given 
me his word, not to mention any thin 
more to you on a ſubject of ſo diſtreſſing 
me. 4 8 N 

T thought, I ſhould have loſt my 
ſenſes with joy, but by the wiſe reaſon- 
ings of my mother, ſoon- regained my 
uſual tranquillity. 

I have now Sedley, but one wiſh, and 
that is to baniſh from my memory, the 
much loved image of the ungrateful El- 
Jen: ſhe is ] hear in London, but cannot 
mſwer for the truth of the report; as 
my ſervant had it, from one of Fan- 
court's, who came by his maſter's deſire 
to enquire after me. Miſs Fancourt has 
been indiſpoſed, but now, as well as 


myſelf, is on the recovery. 
| $a Adieu: 
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Adieu: conſidering my weak ſtate of 
health, I have written a very long letter. 
If nothing very particular happens to 
prevent me, I intend being with you in 
the courſe of a few days, or a week at 


fartheit, 
SUMMERS, 


r —— 
LAKTTER xXXXV. 


LADY HARRIET AUBREY 
TO THE 
HON. MISS WALDGRAVE 


+ Albemarle ftreet. 
On my Sophia, if you have ever 
fixed your fondeſt affection on a man, 
and been by that man rejected, you muſt 
be a judge of my preſent feelings; I am 
at this moment torn by contending paſ- 
ſions, of love, revenge, and wounded 
pride: it I can command my temper for 
one hour, I will give you a regular de- 
tail of my uneaſineſs. 5 

Lou 
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You may remember Sophy, when you 
returned from ſchool with me, to ſpend. 


our holidays at Sir Philip Jay's, we were 


Invited to a ball at the Earlot Belmont's; 
it was there, l was ſtruck with the hand- 
ſome perſon, and engaging manners of 


Lord Summers: you may alſo recollect, 


that you rallied me without mercy, on 
our return home, on the ſuppoled con- 
queſt IJ had made of his heart; it is not 


agreeable my dear, to expoſe our weak- 


neſſes to our moſt intimate friends, and 
yet I cannot help owning, that when you 
in jeſt ſaid, J had. made a conqueſt of 
Lord Summers, 1 firmly believed it to 
be true, and was further convinced of it, 


by his frequent calls during the aer 


at Jay Manor. 

The next vacation, when I came home, 
I enquired after Lord Summers, and was 
told he had ſet out on his travels, ſome 
time before. I went almoſt immediately 


after, to London, was introduced at 


Court, and ſpent two years in a conti- 
nual round, of faſhionable amuſements; 
which in a great degree, baniſhed the 
remembrance of Lord Summers, and In 


all * ſhould have thought no 


more 
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more of him, if I had not accidentally 
ſeen him, juſt after his return from 
abroad: he was much altered for the bet» 
ter, but notwithſtanding that, I knew 
him again at firſt ſight: the beauteous, 
blooming, youth, I- fo much admired, 
was changed to the molt elegant, manly 
figure, I ever beheld; he approached me 
with the ſame eaſe and affability of man- 
ner, he was always ſo diſtinguifhed for, 
and ] then flattered myſelf, that he was 
really glad to ſee me. 

From that time, I could think of no- 
thing elſe but him; he was the conſtant 
object of my thoughts by day, and of 
my dreams by night; and for the firſt 
time in my life, I longed to go into the 
country, as I imagined 1 ſhould have 
more of his company there, than in the 
buſy world: but think what a ſhock I 
received, when fitting at the breakfaſt 
table one morning, with Sir Philip Jay, 
he aſked me if 1 had ſeen Lord Sum- 
mers ſince his return. I anſwered in the 
affirmative, and he proceeded. in his- 
ſpeech : I hear the Earl has ſent for him 
home, to marry his couſin, the daughter 
of Sir William Fancourt, and he is now 
gone 
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gone to Bloom Grove, to pay his ad 
dreſſes to her, and the marriage is to be 
concluded 1 in a very ſhort time. 

The cup and ſaucer, fell from my 
id; and I found myſelf ſo ill, I was 
obliged to retire to my apartment. But 
if I go on, in this circumſtantial way, I 
ſhall tire you to death: ſuffice it to ſay, 
London had no longer any charms for 
me, I went to Jay Manor, and was for 
ſome months, as unhappy as an hopeleſs 
paſſion could poſſibly make me; but 
was at length very unexpectly relieved, 
from the continual grief, that hai for 
ſome time oppreſſed me, by hearing 
that the match between Lord Summers, 
and Miſs Fancourt, was entirely broke 
off; on what account it was not known, 
but I had the vanity to believe, that he 
could not help ſeeing the difference be- 
tween a little fooliſh country girl, like 
Maria Fancourt, and ſo accompliſhed a 
woman, as I may with juſtice allow Lady 
Harriet Aubrey to be. t 

A ſcheme now came mto my head, 
abt my uncle, ſhould propoſe an alliance 
between the families to Lord Belmont, 


which I. had not a doubt would be diy 
uy 
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dily accepted; as my family and fortune, 
are at leaſt equal to his; and Sir Philip 
Jay, being my uncle and guardian, there 
could be no impropriety, or indelicacy, 
in his mentioning it to the Earl. No 
ſooner did I begin ro think ſeriouſly of 
this ſcheme, than it was put in execu- 
tion: Sir Philip, is ſo extravagantly fond 
of me, that I can do what I pleaſe 
with him ; therefore having hinted that 
fuch an event would give me inexpreſſi- 
ble pleaſure, he ſer off to Belmont Caſ- 
tle with the greateſt alacrity : he. only 
faw Lord Belmont, (Lord Summers 
being out,) who declared nothing could 
make him ſo happy, as to ſee me Lady 

Summers, that he would talk it over with 
his fon, and in a ſhort time, Sir Philip 
Jay ſhould hear further from him, 

You may be lure, Sopby, I was very 
well pleaſed with the reſult of my con- 
trivance: but I did not enjoy the pleaſ- 
ing delirium long, for three weeks had 
now elapſed, and we ſaw nothing of 
Lord Summers, neither had we any meſ- 
lage from Belmont Caſtle: I was begin- 
ning to grow very uneaſy, when one day 
as ] was Hitting almoſt loſt in thought, I 


taw 
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ſaw-Lord Belmont's chaiſe drive up to 
the door; 1 ran to the window, but was 
greatly diſappointed on ſeeing him alone. 
I haſtened out of the room, that I might 
nat interrupt any ching he had to ſay to 
my uncle. 

He ſtaid near an has, during which 
time, I was on the rack to know what he 
had ſaid: and the inſtant he took his 
leave, I ran into the room, and found 
Sir Philip walking up and down, biting 
his nails, the very picture of diſappoint- 
WW. 
Well Sir, ſaid I, what has been the 
reſult of your long conference with Lord 
Belmont? 
Don't aſk me, replied he, it all diſ- 
treſs you to hear it. 

What? exclaimed * has he dared to 
. me i: 5 

No, ſaid my andy; but his ſon has: 
he laments his obſtinacy, and ſays there 
is no family in England, he ſhould ſo 
much wiſh to be related to as our's : but 
Lord Summers, has fo earneſtly entreated 
him, not to preſs him to marry at this 
time, that he has fooliſhly given him his 

word, not to oblige him to it. 

] was 
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1 was fo enraged, I could hear no 
more, but burſting into tears, I up- 
braided Sir Philip, abuſed Lord Sum- 


mers, and in ſhort, behaved like a diſ- 


tracted creature: indeed 1 believe, I 


ſaid ſome harſh things in my fury, to my 
poor uncle, which he did not deſerve, 


for to do him juſtice, he has always been 
a kind and indulgent friend to me. 


I ordered my chaiſe, and ſet off in- 


ſtantly for London, leaving my woman 
to pack up my things and follow me: 1 
have written to my uncle to beg his for- 
giveneſs, and have had a very affectionate 
anſwer, I therefore expect him in town 
every hour. 

And now Sophy, don't you wonder, 
how I have had the patience to write ſuch 
a long letter: but indeed my dear, I 
experience the truth of the old ſaying, 
that, © grief is leſſened, by being com- 
municated;“ J am ſtriving all in my 
power, to conquer my partiality for the 
ungrateful man; yes, am deter- 
mined that love, ſhall give place to re- 
venge: I will let the wretch ſee, that a 
perſon of my dignity, is not to be of- 


fended with impunity : he has a favorite 
ſome- 
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ſomewhere, or he never could have 
withſtood my charms; to find out who 
that favorite is, ſhall be my care, and 
then I ſhall perhaps have it in my power, 
to ſhew him I can hate, as well as love. 
But I will ſay no more on a ſubject, I can 
ill bear to think or write of. 
When, my dear, ſhall London be en- 
livened. with your preſence: I long to 
ſee you, and indeed it would be charity 
in you to come, as my ſpirits are all 
hurry and confuſion, and want ſuch a 
friend as you, to calm them. Adieu. 


Believe me your's ſincerely, 
| HARRIET AUBREY, 


MAPLE VALE. 
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LADY. CAROLINE SEYMOUR. 


£ 23> Bloom Grove, 
HANKS, to my dear Lady Caro- 


line, for her dene ſolicitude, for the 


welfare of her Maria; who was too much 


indiſpoſed, to anſwer either of her oblig- 
ing letters, but deſired Harper, to write 
a note to let you know the reaſon of my 
long ſilence, which note I think you muſt 
have receiv ed, e'er now. 

I have indeed, my dear friend, had a 
very ſevere fit of illneſs: but thanks to a 


Lind Providence, and a good conſtitu- 


tion, I am able to leave my bed, and 
hope in a few days, to obtain leave to 
take an airing. I have not told you the 
cauſe of my indiſpoſition, therefore will 
take this opportunity now am by my- 
ſelf: for would you believe it, they will 


not let me uſe a pen, being fearful, as 
Vor. II. D N they 


NN 
U 
e 
by * 
N 
E. 
Ae 
0 7.3 4% 
"WA 
. 
e 
* 
2 
1 
; F 
1 E 
wo ; 
SU 
ans 
© $+ 5404 
4% E, 
+a . 
h 4 
1 
N 
ws 
4 4 
get 
1 
7 
' b 
: ' 
« F” 119% 
F343 
6A 1 
44 
145 1 
4 
1 57 
+ Pf 
"Pp 179 
; 4 
1 13 
1 
1 1 
ien 
: % 
i * 
Bk 1 
+ {508 
ip? : 
1525 G 
1 
i a. 
Te 
4; 
4 . 2» 
79 7 I 
N. _ 
4 210! 
. „ 
4 * 
7 7 
1 
Nan 
4 A 
Ml 
1 1 N 
75 
47 þ1 N 
Nn 
1 » 1 
4h: 4 * 
A 
. 
. 
. 
© 
4 
7 
1 1 + 
BL, 
+ 
e 
1.1% i % 
Et” 
. 
1740 " ; 
ns 
mh; 
mu * 
11 
1 1 
994 
** 
b. 
1 1 
as! * 
0 
le 
1 
15 
Nh 


4 
& 
F 
* 
4 
ot 


— 2 — LE - — 
io ohne ee ee —— — — 

2 IS: - GEES Lt: —- 

. x 

* — * 


— 


"= 


— r 
— —„-— * > 
ITISITS —ů — — — 


— 2 * — 4 
2 = » 5 Ane 2 I - 0 « ad * >. * 
$94. 2 2 n 1 * 2 hy + 


"4% 
W _- 


— 


A 


5 
a . 


- EE 
pled At iS ̃ OAT 6 TI HS ERS DEE on 2 OE i open vr an ann rs DE 
? — — — — — IIS Sx FL, I" Fa — - 2 
- & f a oh AY * 


- 
» —— — ot = — == b —— 
8 . — —— — — 2 — 5 
— — — — ——— —— — — —5 — 


if MAPLE VALE. 


they tell me, I ſhould too much fatigue 
myſelf. 

I think I mentioned in my laſt, that 
my good father, had given me permiſ- 
ſion to refuſe Lord Summers, which you 
may be ſure I did, the firſt time I ſaw 
bim: my father thought it neceſſary to 
acquaint Lord Belmont with it, and ac- 
cordingly ſent him a letter, ſtating the 
| caſe as it really was: and in return, had 
a fine thundering anſwer from the Earl, 

accuſing him of giving way to the ca- 
price of a mere child, who knew not 
what ſhe would have, diſclaimed all fur- 
ther connection with him, and concluded 
With ſaying, he believed he was be— 
witched, to think of marrying his ſon ſo 
much beneath himſelf, that was his mor- 
tifying expreſſion, Lord Summers re- 
ceived another, ordering him to leave 
Bloom Grove, and come to Belmont 
Caſtle: he did not ſhew this to my ta- 


ther, as he ſaid the Earl had made rather | 


too free with him in it; but would, he 
doubted not, acknowledge his error, as 
ſoon as he recollected himſelf. Lord 
Summers, did not leave us, till three 
days after, notwithſtanding his father's 

orders 
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orders to the contrary: I muſt own, I 
was ſorry when he left us, as he is a moſt 
agreeable companion; and in ſhort, every 


thing that manly ſenſe, and a finiſhed | 


education, can render him. 

I have met with a very great loſs, my 
dear Caroline, no other, than that of my 
worthy Mrs. and Miſs Sidney: they have 
left Maple Vale, this month paſt, and no 
one knows whither they are gone; they 
did not take the leaſt notice, of their in- 
tended departure to me, or indeed I be- 
| heve to any other perſon: I was there 


the day before they went away; I thought 


they looked very melancholy, particu- 
larly Ellep, who was in tears, almoſt the 
whole time I was there, though ſhe ſtrove 
to conceal them, (eſpecially when her 
mother was preſent). I queſtioned her 


more than once, about the cauſe of 


them; but her only anſwer was, that 
her ſpirits were remarkably low : there 
was a young man there, a Mr. Ham- 
mond I think they called him, very 
agreeable in his converſation, which ren- 

dered him a pleaſing companion. 
I took my leave, rather earlier than 
uſual, as I thought my preſence ſeemed 
1 to 
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ce MAPLE VALE. 


to lay a reſtraint on them all; and very 
affecting was our parting; for I had 
caught the infection, and ſhed tears, as 
faſt as they did: Mrs. Sidney, bid me a 
good evening, with more tenderneſs in 
her voice, and manner, than common; 
and wiſhing me all kinds of happiness, 
left the room. I thought her behaviour 
rather extraordinary, as in all probability, 
we ſhould lee each other the next day, or 
the day after, at furtheſt, ' It was next 
Ellen's turn, and without knowing the 
reaſon, I bid her adieu, an hundred 
times: we remained claſped in egch 
other's arms, till Mr. Hammond, routed 
us from our reverie, by offering to con- 
duct me home; bur I would not allow 
him to do ſo, as I ſaw the carriage com- 
ing for me, and taking this as a hint to 
depart, I took Ellen's hand, which 1 
preſſed between mine, and left the houle, 
without being able to articulate a ſylha- 
ble, ſo much was I overpowered by grict. 
On my return home, I went immediately 
to the harpſichord; but in vain did [ 
play the molt lively airs, for ſtill a me- 
lancholy bung about me, which I could 
not for che lite of me get the better ot: 
8 next 


MAPLE VALE. $3 


next day, Lord Sum mers went to Maple 
Vale, and brought me the diſagrecable 
intelligence, of their having lett their 
houſe, but whither they were gone, no 
one could tell. I fear, my Caroline, 
ſomething dilagreeable has Happened to 
them; perhaps ſome reduction, in their 
ſmall income, which I believe 1s indegd 
very imall, it l may judge from Mrs. 
Sidney, whoſe countenance has of latr, 
been overſhadowed wich grief; bur 1 
mult drop this lubject, as my eyes. ale 
filled with tears. | 
I went to Mrs. Sidney's falſe, accom- 
panied by my father; as there were ſome 
tryles of Ellen's, that | much withed to 
have: when I had purchaied what 1 
wanted, I propoſcd going home, but 
when we came to the; carriage, the ſer- 
vant was not to be found, which my fa - 
ther being rather diſplealed at, opened 
the door himſclf, and ordered the poiti]- 
lion to drive on; it is four miles from 
Maple Vale to Bloom Grove, the road 
way, though acrois the fields, it 1s not 
_ near 10 much : we had not gone over more 
than two of the four miles, when the 
firing a gun, ſtartled the horles, and they 
D 3 | let 
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fet off full gallop: the man was ſoon 
thrown from his ſaddle, and they pro 
ceeded, if poſſible, faſter than before; 
| hardly know what I did, but believe I 
prayed, and ſcreamed, by turns; at length 
we were within a ſmall diſtance, of a deep 
gravel pit, when | ſaw a man on horſeback 
coming towards us, but in endeavouring 
to call him, my voice failed me, and I 
could not utter a word. However, with- 
out waiting to be aſked, he returned, and 
giving cne of the horſes a blow on the 
head with his fowling piece, effectually 
ſtopped him: he leaped off his horle, 
and opened the chaiſe door; when, who 
ſhould it prove to be, but Beverley ? 1 
ſprang into his arms, the danger | had 
ſo lately eſcaped, and the joy on finding 
myſelf ſafe, was too much to bear with 
any degree of compoſure, and [ fainted 
away. 

My father has ſince told me, I was a 
full half hour, without any ſigns of life: 
when I came to mylelf, I thanked Be- 
verley, in both our names, for his timely 
aſſiſtance; ; and had the pleaſure of hear- 
ing my father give him a general invita- 


tion to Bloom Grove; we left the driver 
to 
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to take care of the carriage, while we 


roceeded home wards, on foot, my fa- 
ther and Beverley, ſupporting me, for I 
was hardly able to walk. 


On my arrival at home, I immediately 


retired to my dreſſing room, and found 
myſelf too much indiſpoſed, to make my 
appearance at dinner; therefore, was un- 
der the neceſſity, of ſending an excuſe, 
which brought my brother up ſtairs, who 
begged of me to go to bed, and he would 
ſend for Dr. B immediately. com- 
plied with his advice, for | found J 
could not fit up any longer: I was deli- 
rious long before the phyſician came, 
who when he had ſeen me, informed my 
father that I was in a very dangerous 
way, but hoped by Keeping me quiet, [ 
ſhould get the better of it. Ee. 
my dear, his hopes are verified; for [ 
mend every day. I was confined to my 
bed near three weeks, and have been al- 


moſt one, writing this letter, I think 


J hear ſome 9 coming, ſo muſt hide 


what I have written, or ] ſhall perhaps, 


have my pen taken from me, 


D 4 It 
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It was my excellent father: what do 
you think he came to propoſe? how 
ſhould I know, perhaps you'll fay : well 
then, my Caroline, it was to Know, if I 
would permit Mr, Beverley, to have the 
honor of drinking tea with me this at- 
ternoon. _ a 

Mr. Beverley, my dear Sir, I declare 
you quite amaze me. 

Mr. Beverley, my dear Madam, (mi- 
micking me), would | believe be a very 
acceptable viſitor: come, come, Maria, 
added he, don't interrupt me, (tor I was 
going to ſpeak), do you really bike him? 
I expect you will anſwer me with ſin- 

cerity; Lady Linley has told me all 
about it, and if you eſteem him, ſuffi— 
ciently to paſs the remainder of your 
days with him, I have no objection; as 
he ſeems a very delerving young: man, 
and bears an univerſal good character: 
Lady Linley has likewiſe informed me, 
ou are no ſtranger to his ſentiments, 
ut forbore to encourage him, being ap- 
prehenſive of his not meeting with my 
approbation; which . am ſo well PR 
wit 
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with, that even were he your. inferior, 


which is not the caſe, by any means, I 
would not heſitare a moment, in giving 
you to the man of your choice: partt- 


cularly the man, that has been of ſuch 


ſcrvice to you. 


He here ſtopped, waiting for my an- 


ſwer, but ſeeing how much 1 was con- 
fuſed, this beſt of fathers, ſaid, Maria, 
will you receive him. 

I bowed affenr, and he retired: Lady 
Linley will be here likewiſe, or I am ſure 
I ſhould die with confufion. co receive 
Beverley in ſuch an undreſs. 


Adieu, dear Caroline: I think 1 have 
atom ed, by this long eplitle, for what you 


call my tedious ſilence. 
I am your's moſt affectionately, 


MARIA FANCOURT -. 


I believe I forgot to mention, that 1 
received the following note from Mit; 


Sidney, three days after her departure. 


She left it, at Maple Vale for me, but [ 


had it no ſooher than I mention, on ac- 


count of the diſtance: I ſhall copy it for 
your peruſal, 


3 7 uy 


F. 


if 
"wh 
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MY DEAR Miss FANCOURT, 


Your Ellen, could not be fo un- 
grateful, as to leave Maple Vale, with- 
out at leaſt, taking leave of you by letter: 
how was I pained yeſterday, to be under 
the cruel neceſſity of Keeping our in- 
tended journey a ſecret, from my amia- 
ble, my beloved friend : but it was my 
mother's order that I ſhould not men- 
tion it; and ſhe no doubt had her reaſons 
for 1t, 

A ſad reverſe of fore, obliges us 
to leave your neighbourhood, and leck 
ſome leſs expenſive habitation: ah! my 
dear, my generous Maria, may you ne- 
ver know what 1t 1s to be an outcaſt from 
your family, or to loſe a good father, 
till you have another protector: had 
mine been alive, I ſhould not be reduced 
ro the hard choice, of either being a 
burthen to my good mother, or to be 
what the polite world calls, companion 
to ſome lady of family and fortune; the 
latter in all probability, will be my only 
means of gaining a livelihood: but 
why ſhould I trouble you with my at- 
fictions, 

The 
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The chaiſe is at the door, and I am 
called for: heaven bleſs you, my gene- 
rous friend, and fend you ay happi- 


neſs. 
Tour s ever, 


ELLEN SIDNEY. 


LETTER XXXVIL 


MISS SIDNEY 
"+= BY 
MISS BERTIE 


| * Berfley-ſauare. 
1 HAVE ſat down, my dear Laura, 
to give you an account of a little adven- 
ture | met with yeſterday morning 
Lady Mary, delired me to go to he; 
mantua-maker's, to give ſome directions 
about a new dreſs ſhe has making; and 
it being a delightful morning, I gave 
the preference to walk, rather than g 
in the carriage. As I was returning 


home, 
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home, after giving the neceſſary orders 
to Mrs. Fringe, the ſæy (which was juſt 
before remarkably clear), was ſuddenly 
overcaſt, and I was overtaken by a 
violent ſhower of rain. The door of a 
ſmall ſhop was open, and ſeeing they 
{old ribbons, and other trifles, 1 went in 
and deſired to look at ſome of thoſe arti- 
cles, and at the ſame time, begged leave 
to tay till the ſhower was over; per- 
miſſion being granted, I was deſired to 
walk into the parlour: I was perfectly 
ſatisfied, to be where was; but the young 
woman was ſo preſſing in her entreatics, 
and the rain not abating, I went into a 
little place, where J could ſcarce turn 
myſelf round, dignified by the name of 
a parlour. 

As I entered, 1 ſaw a young ck 
in deep mourning, leaning her head upon 
her hand, and ſeemingly loft in thought; 
on my appearing, ſhe lifted up her head, 
and diſcovered one of the moſt beautiful 
faces J ever ſaw; but it was inſtantly 
covered with bluſhes of the deepeſt die: 
ſhe aroſe, and was leaving the room with 
precipitation, but I begged her to re- 


turn, ſaying,'if it was on my account ſhe 
left 
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left her ſeat, I ſhould inſtantly takg my 
leave. The woman of the houſe, juſt 
then coming in, faid—pray, Madam, 
ſtay, if the lady deſires it, for my part, 
l think you are a great deal too much 
by yourſelf, and a little company, will 
ſerve to amuſe you. Upon this ſhe re- 
turned, ard apologized, in the politeſt 
terms for her incivility. And now Laura, 
if could do the charming Mrs. Stanhope 
juſtice, I would enceavour to deſcribe 
her perſon, but I fear, I ſhall greatly fall 
ſhort of her deſerts. Figure to yourſelf, 
my Laura, a perſon the moſt pleaſing, 
you can imagine, rather bclow the won 
dle ſize, but exactly proportioned; 
complexion of the molt dazzling 9 
fine blue eyes, wich long dark eye lathes; 
her noſe aquiline; the prettieſt little 
mouth I ever beheld, with tecth, as white, 
and as even, as poſſible : a fine long 
neck, ſhaved by a protuſion of auburn 
hair, that hung in ringlets, down to the 
very bottom of her waill; her mourn- 
ing dreſs tet off a well turned hand, and 
- arm, to the greateſt advantage; there 
ſeemed to be the itrongelt traces of grief 
on her intelligent countenance, and upon 
the 
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the- whole, I never ſaw ſo intereſting a 
figure : ſhe ſaid little, but that little was 
ſufficient to ſhew ſhe was much above the 
low ſtation, ſhe then appeared in; her 

ood ſenſe, and elegance of manners, 
ſeemed formed for the politeſt circles, 
rather than a little — behind: a petty 
ſhop. 

The rain being over, I was riſing to 
go, when I heard ſomebody talking very 
loudly in the ſhop, and I plainly heard 
the words, „I muſt, and will be paid, 
let who will be there; and immediately 
the door flew open, and a tall ill looking 
man, made his appearance, and walking 
directly up to Mrs. Stanhope, (for that 
I found was the name, of the lovely 
ſtranger), ſaid I beg Madam, you will 
diſcharge this bill, for I am quite tired 
of aſking for it; if you are a gentlewo- ' 
man, as you pretend to be, I'm ſure 
you're a plaguy ſhabby one; or you would 
not make a poor tradeſman wait to long 


for his money. 
The poor lady, ſeemed ready to ſink 


into the earth, and in a. 'vgice, ſcarcely 
audible, replied—indeed = It is 
not in my power at preſent to pay you; 
| but 
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but if you will wait one week longer, I 
believe in that time, I ſhall have ſome 
money coming in; and depend on it, I 
will then diſcharge your bill. 

Wait another week, reiterated he, no, 
not another day; and if you do not in- 
ſtantly pay me, I have a warrant in my 


pocket to take you to goal, where thoſe. 


fine delicate hands, muſt learn to beat 
hemp, added he, with a malicious grin, 

I could no longer fit a ſilent ſpectator, 
but rifing up, with the greateſt indigna- 
tion, cried, let me fee the bill thou hard 
hearted wretch. 

He turned round, and with a look of 
ſurpriſe, (for J believe he had forgot, 
that any body, beſides the poor unfortu- 
nate Mrs. Stanhope, was 1n the room), 
made a kind of cringing bow, as he put 
it into my hand, ſaying—it is very hard 
for a poor man, with a large family, to 
be kept out of his money ſo long: I hope 
no oftence Ma'am. | 

I made him no anſwer, but looking at 
the ſum total, found it amounted to no 
more than. thirty ſhillings; I therefore 
took out my purſe, and paid him, and 
then, with all the ſpirit I could aſſume, 
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bid him tl leave us. I thought it 
right, to make ſome apology to Mrs. 
Stanhope, for the liberty I had taken, 
which I ſaid, I hoped ſhe would excule; 
and at the ſame time, begged permiſſion 
to call on her the next morning; ſhe 
| fat the picture of filent ſorrow, but on 
my ſpeaking to her again, ſhe ſtarted 
from her lethargy of woe, and ſuddenly 
riſing from her ſeat, threw herſelf at my 
feet, exclaiming—you are ſurely ſome 
angel, in human form, ſent from above, 
to alleviate the lufferings, of the wretched 
Louifa; oh may heaven, ſhower down 
its choiceſt bleſſings on your head, and 
reward you for your goodneſs: tears of 
| - gratitude, are all, ] have to pay. 

I raiſed her from the ground, and 
embracing her, mingled my tears with 
her's. I really Laura, never felt myſelf 
ſo much prepoflefied in favour of any 

rſon at firſt fight, as I was with the 
lovely Louiſa: I left her, with a promiſe 
of calling on her, next morning. 

On my retuin home, 1 found Lady 


Mary in her dreſſing room, not a little 


diſpleaſed, at my long ſay : and my 
head, and heart, being 0 full of my 


late 
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late adventure, by way of apology for 
my long abſence, I gave her a circum- 
3 account of it. 

Oh, cried her Ladyſhip, I would bet 
two to one, it is ſome fimple girl, that 
has run away from her parents, with ſome 
low fellow, who 1 ſuppoſe has now left 
her, to the mercy of the public. She 
ended her diſcourſe, with many other 
illnatured things, not worth repeating; 
for my part, though I knew nothing of 
this charming woman, yet her ſweet 
countenance, engaging manner, and 
above all, her diſtreſſed fituation, has 
prejudiced me ſo much in her favour, 
that I cannot even think any thing to 
her diſadvantage: I am juſt going ta. 
ſee her, with five guineas, which | have 
prevailed on Lady. Mary, to give me for 
her. 

When I return, I will write again, but 
am obliged to ſeal this, or it will be too 
late for the poſt. My mother deſires her 
compliments; ſhe is very well, and I 
hope happy. Jam, my dear Laura, 

Your s affectionately, 


ELLEN SIDNEY. 


MAPLE VALE, 


LETTER XXXVIIE 


MISS BERTIE 
TO 
MISS Ar 


Moreton Lodge. 
W ELL. my dear Ellen, l have at 
laſt ſeen this charming man, this great, 
this mighty Lord Cammers : and not 
only ſeen him, but he ſaid an hundred 
pretty things to me: nav, don't redden 
or be jealous, for if he ſhould take it 
into his head, to like me better than you, 
I fee no have done, and I think the title 
of Counteſs, will fit quite as eaſy upon 
me, as your Ladyſhip. Oh vanity, va- 
nity, methinks 1 hear you ſay: but to 

be ſerious. 
Lord Summers is come to ſpend a few 
days with Sedley, who is I find his bo- 
ſom friend : Sedley calted here this morn- 
ing, on purpoſe to introduce bim: it 
ſeems, he 1s but very lately recovered, 
from a dangerous fit of illneſs; is very 
low, and ſighs often; and what ſurprized 
me 
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me was, that the lively Sedley, forbore 
to rally him on it; I thought the ſaucy 
creature, called purpolely to have an in- 
vitation for the day, and ſo was reſolved 
not to give him one; though by the 
bye, I ſhould have mortified myſelf as 
much as him: my father happening to 
come in, begged of them to ſtay, no, 
truly they were engaged at Lord Free- 
more's ; but would come with them in 
the evening. I ſuppoſe he was ſatisfied, 
with having ſhewn his friend, tor they 
ſoon after withdrew. 

Jaſſure you, he begins to grow very 
troubleſome, in preſſing me to name the 
happy day, (as he is pleaſed to call it), 
and I for my part, am in no haſte to 


give up my darling liberty; but he has 


got my father and mother's conſent, and 
I believe, I ſhall not long withhold mine. 

Since I have ſeen this ſame Summers, 
(and truly he 1s wes thing you de- 

{cribed him to be), I have a ſcheme in 
my head, which if you'll promiſe to 
keep ſecret, I'll tell it you, as follows: 
Selle mall engage Lord Summers, to 
be preſent at our nuptials; and I will 
endeavour to prevail on a certain friend 
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of mine, who N you may know, 
to be here likewiſe; and between us 
both, we will try if we cannot bring 
about another wedding; I ſuppoſe by 
this time, you will be able to gueſs who 
this friend of - mine is; but leaſt you 
ſhould not, I will inform you, that ſhe 
lives in Berkley-ſquar e, and 15 commonly 
called Ellen Sidney. 

I am very anxious to hear a further 
account of Mrs. Stanhope; therefore. let 
me beg of you, not to forget to tell me 
all you know about her. in your next; 
and in the mean time, deſire you to ac- 
cept of a ten pound note, which I en- 
whale in this. | 

When I fit down to write to you, I 
never know where to leave off: here is 
my Abigail, come to let me know. it 
does not want more than half an hour to 
dinner, and I have not yet begun to de- 


corate r ſweet per ſon. 


— DERRY - 


The company being gone, I now fit 
down to give you an account, how 1 we 


_ the evening. 
Our 
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Our party was enlarged, by the addi- 
tion, of the two Miſs Martins, who 'are 
on a viſit to Lady Freemore; Mis Char- 
lotte, (the youngeſt), ſhewed off all her 
airs, and threw herſelf, into a thouſand 
ridiculous poſtures, to attract the atten- 
tion of Lord Summers: but he took leſs 
notice of her, than any lady in the com- 
pany; how mortifying mult it be to-her 

vanity, to ſee her filter, who is rather 

plain than otherwiſe, paid more atten- 
tion to by every body, than herſelf: I 
know you will think 1 am too ſevere, 
but I have no patience with fuch a con- 
ceited little minx. 

It was a very fine froſty evening, and 
Lady Freemore propoſed awalk by moon 
light. We all aſſented, and you muſt 
ſuppoſe us ſetting out, in the followin 
order : Lord Summers and Lady Free- 
more; Lord Freemore and Miſs Char- 
lotte Martin; Mr. Freemore and Mats 
Martin; need I tell you Mr. Sedley and 
Mils Bertie: the teizing creature would 
walk with me, whether I would or no; 
I tried to ſhake him off, and took hold 


of Lord Freemore's arm for that pur- 


pole; but he was in the contederacy, and 
n, 
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proteſted, he would not take the place 
of his friend Sedley, on any account; be- 
ſides, added he, I muſt attend Miſs Char« 
lotte Martin, who waits for me; this ſaid 
away he ran. 

Provoking wretch, cried I, turning to 
Sedley, did you ever ſee any one ſo un- 
mannerly? Would you believe it Ellen, 
he only laughed, and taking my arm 
under his, contrived to draw me into 
converſation; and after we had walked 
ſome time, he ſaid he had a requeſt to 
make, which he hoped I would not re- 
fuſe. | | 

Ten to one, but I do, ſaid I: however 
let's hear what it is? Nothing more, or 
leſs, than an invitation to a ball at Roſe 
Mount; and to beg the honor of dancing 
with me: I ſaid, I would not engage my- 
ſelf, till to-morrow came; but I believe 
he would not have let me reſt, till I had 
promiſed to dance with kim, had not 
Lady Freemore, very opportunely called 


| to us, to take notice of a moſt beautiful 


proſpect, and I took care to keep up 
with the reſt of the party, during the re- 
mainder of our walk. 


Although | 


» 
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Although I am ſo teizing now, yet 
Ellen, when I marry, I intend to make. 
a moſt dutiful, obedient wife; and 
therefore, I think I may ſhew my airs 
before marriage, that I may have none to 
ſhew aſter ; there's a good girl for you 
now : did you imagine I had fo much 
thought about me ? 

Miſs Charlotte cried out, that ſhe was 
fatigued to death; we were therefore, 
obliged to return home. Good night, 
Ellen, ſays your Laura, who 1s herſelf 
more than half aſleep. 
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LETTER XXXIX. 


LORD SUMMERS 


T 0 
EDWARD SEDLEY, EQ 
O New Bond ſtreet. 
H! Sedley, I am if poſſible, more 


miſerable than ever, A few evenings 
ago, 


5 
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ago, Sir Charles Hartly called on me; 
and infifted on my going with him to 
the Opera, I had no great inclination 
for it, but he was ſo preſſing, I was 
obliged to comply : we went late, and 
chance placed me next. the Counteſs of 
Barton; I was very buſy chatting with 
her, when Hartly deſired me to take no- 
tice, of one of the lovelieſt girls he had 
ever ſeen. I ſtood up, that 1 might have 
a better view, but who Sedley ſhould I 
ſee, but Miſs Sidney? with one of her 
hands faſt locked in thoſe of Captain 
Brenville, the moſt notorious libertine in 
town: ſhe was laughing very heartily, 
when I firſt caſt my eyes that way, but 
ſomething afterwards, I ſuppoſe diſcom- 
poſed her, for ſhe turned as pale as 
death: it was more than I could bear to 
ſee, therefore making an haſty excuſe to 
my party, I left the box; but when 1 
got out, I could neither. find my ler- 
vants, or carriage, and was obliged to 
wait for them ſome time; during which, 
Captain Brenvidde came out, ſent for a 
hackney coach, and went 1n again, and 
ſ peedily returned with Miſs Sidney y lean- 


ing 
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ing on his arm; he helped her into the 
coach, and then got in himſelt. 

How miſtaken was 1, in ſuppoſing El- 
len Sidney, the molt virtuous of her ſex, 
and yet, ſhe had every appearance of it; 
how truly amiable, and engaging, did 
ſhe always appear? I now fear ſhe 1s 
entirely worthleſs: but oh my friend! 
what a diſappointment it is to me, to find 
her ſo, for, 


6 T had ſo fix'd my heart upon her, 
That whereſoe'er I fram'd a ſcheme of life 
For time to come, ſhe was my only joy; 

% With whom I wiſh'd to ſweeten future cares; 
& I fancied pleaſures, none but one that loves 
„ And doats as I did, can imagine like them.” 


Sir Charles Hartly called to reproach 
me, with giving him the ſlip at the 
Opera, but I ſuppole, ſaid he, there was 
ſome appointment between you, and 
Miſs Sidney, for ſhe followed you almoſt 
directly. 

Mils Sidney, reiterated J, how came 
you acquainted with her. 

I ſuppoſe, replied he, you think no- 
body but yourſelf, muſt know a pretty 
Vor. II. „ gul; 
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girl; but to tell you the truth Summers, 
whenever I fee a handſome woman, 1 
never reſt till J have learned her name, 
and as I thought the lady in queſtion, 
one of the moſt beautiful IT had ever ſeen, 
I applied myſelf to every one I knew, 
till J found out her name to be Sidney; 
who, or what ſhe is, I cannot tell, tho” 
by her being with Brenville, I rather am 
inclined to imagine ſhe is comatable. 
Had we not been interrupted, by the 
arrival of more company, I ſhould have 
expoſed the ſituation of my heart, to Sir 
Charles, which of all things is what ! 
" would avoid; for he is potleſſcd of ſuch 
a knack of raillery, that he would have 
med my diſappointment into ridicule, 


5 . rather than pity : for though I try every 


means in my power, to baniſh her from 
my heart, yet I till find the holds the 
firſt place there : I ſometimes am inclined 
to believe her innocent, but appearances 
are ſo much againſt her that nothing but 


madneſs is in the thought. Your's 
4 | | SUMMERSs 


L E T. 
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LETTER 


MISS SIDNEY 
T O 
MISS BERTIE 


Berkley-/quarte 
I HAVE gone through a valt deal of 
uneaſineſs, ſince I laſt wrote: oh my 
dear, I bave ſcen Lord Summers, but 
he would not ſpeak to me, look he did, 
but ſuch a look ! I ſhall never forget it. 
One day laſt week, Lady Mary had 
fixed on, to go to the Opera: the party 
conſiſted of Lady Brentford, Miſs Nu— 
gent, Lady Mary, Sir George Derville, 
Captain Brenville, and myſelf: I was 
{cated juſt behind Lady Mary, and Cap- 
tain Brenville next me, who was ſo ex- 
ceſſively talkative, that it was almoſt im- 
poſſible to hear any voice but his, how- | 
ever, Lady Mary ſeemed much better 
pleaſed with it, than any ſhe could hear 
from the ſtage. All the while he was 
talking to her, he was teizing me to 
death, with his impertinence, by catch- 
* ing 
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ing hold of my hand, and whiſpering 
ſome nonſenſe, or other, in a low voice; 
but he took care her Ladyſhip ſhould 
neither hear or ſee it: about the middle 
of the opera, he had got hold of my 
hand, and detained it almoſt by force, 
whilſt he ſaid ſomething ſo droll, that 
in ſpite of my vexation, I could not help 
laughing : at that inſtant, I heard Mis 
Nugent ſay, how attentively he eyes us; 
I of courſe turned my head that way, 
and almoſt in the next box, ſaw Lord 
Summers ſtanding up, with his eyes fixed 
on me; but the moment they met mine, 
he ſhook his head, and tuned away, 
without even deigning to bow to me. 

It was with the greateſt difficulty, I 
kept myſelf from fainting, and I was fo 
much indiſpoſed, I begged Lady Mary 

would give me leave to go home. 
What ails the girl, ſaid ſhe, why child 
you look as pale as death: do Captain, 
try to get her a chair, or coach, for mine 
will not be here till after the opeia : he 
went out, and returned almoſt imme— 
diately, ſaying, there was one ready. I 
was obliged to lean on his arm, for 
Without it, I could not have ſupported 
* mylcit: 


458 
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myſelf:, when he had aſſiſted me to get 
into the coach, he was going to ſtep in 
after me, but l begged he would go back 
to Lady Mary. 

By heavens I will not, replied he, and 
in he jumped; but how was my con- 


ſternation encreaſed, when 1 ſaw Lord 


Summers, ſtanding almoſt cloſe to the 
carriage, with eyes fixed on us. Bren- 
ville's impertinence, was inſupportable, 
and happy was I, when we arrived at 
Berkley ſquare. He left me immediately, 
to return to Lady Mary; and 1 went 
ſupperleſs to bed, but not to reſt, for 
never did I Pals ſuch A night: my fe 
ſlections were ſo unpleaſing, that they 


prevented me from cloſing my eyes; to 


be treated with ſuch neglect, by the 
only man I ever did, or ever can love; 
then that look he gave me, I thought 
there was a kind of pity- in it, mingled 
with contempt; had he been looking 
at me any time, he mult have ſeen that 
the Captain held my hand by force; and 
again, when I went home, he might 
have ſeen how very ill I was. 

With ſuch thoughts as theſe, did I 


paſs the night, and in the morning, 


E 2: found 


2 
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| found telt enable to riſe: 1 ſent for 
Mrs. Ellis, (Lady Mary” s woman), to 
beg ſhe would make my apology to her 
lady, for not attending her as uſual; 

which ſhe promiſed to do, and I ſoon 
after had a meſſage from Lady Mary, 
deſiring to know, if I ſhould like to have 
any of the faculty called in. I deſired 
Mrs Ellis, to thank her Ladyſhip, but 
{aid there was no occaſion, for ] did not 
doubt, but I ſhould be quite recovered, 
after I had got ſome ſleep, I had hardly 
been by myſelf, when my good mother 
entered the room; I was much ſurpriſed 
to ſee her, as ſhe never had been before, 
to Lady Mary's; ſhe came to the bed 
ſide, and looking at me, ſaid— Good 
heavens, what 1s the matter, with my 
dear child. 

I anſwered, I was only a little indit- 
poled, and begged [he would not alarm 
herſelf, but tell me how ſhe came to 
know that any thing was the matter with 
me. She ſaid, that wanting to fee me, 
ſhe had ſent to Lady Mary's to deſire I. 
would call on her; but they had tent 
word, that I was too ill to be ſpoken. 


with; then judge, my dear, ſaid my 
fond 


* a 
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fond parent, it I could be long without 
ſecing you; I ſet out immediately, and 
meeting with Mrs, Ellis, ſhe informed 
me you was not ſo ill, as I had reaſon to 
apprehend ; but indeed, | was not pre- 
pared to lee you look o dejected. 

My mother ſtaid with me all day, and 
it was with a great deal of perſuaſion, I 
prevailed on her to go home at night: 
ſhe came again the next morning, and 
found me much better: I nad gotten 
ſome fleep, and the agitation of my 
mind was greatly abated, ont I was. 
ſtill very low. 

On the third day, I was able to at- 
tend Lady Mary in her drefling room 
the ſaid the was glad to ſee me, as ſhe 
had fomething of importance to commu- 
nicate to me. 

You mult know Sidney, ſaid her La- 
dyſhip, that | am vaſtly in love with 
Captain Brenville, who tells me, that 
one half of the women, are ready to 
pull caps for him, but he likes me bet- 
ter than any; he has a large eſtate in 
Ireland, beſides a great deal of ready 
money : to be ſure, He has no title, but 
what does that ſignify, he is inmenfely 

E 4 1 
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handſome, and let me tell you, he gives 

a proof of his good taſte, (viewing her- 

ſelf in the glaſs), in attaching himſelf to 
. fb | 

She was interrupted, by a ſervant's 
coming to let her know, that the iden- 
tical Captain Brenville was below. 

Lord what ſhall I do, ſaid ſhe, I am 
not half drefſed, do Sidney ſtep down, 
and fit with him till I come. 

It was with the greateſt reluctance, I 
complied with her Ladyſhip's command; 
for though this man, takes no kind of 
notice of me before her, yet he is moſt 
exceedingly troubleſome in her abſence. 
No ſooner had I opened the door of the 
drawing room, than be flew towards me, 
and taking my hand, faid—] am very 
glad to ſee you down ſtairs again, for by 
heavens, this is a very dull place with- 
out you, and I am particularly obliged 
to yon, for coming alone, to give me 
an opportunity of {pcaking to you, with- 
out the preſence of Lady Mary. 

You can't imagine Laura, how much 
I was hurt at his tuppoſing I came alone, 
on purpoſe to ſpeak with him; I drew 


up my head, and with as much haughti- 
- Hels 


neſs as I could aſſume, told him, he 
was never more miitaken in his life, 
than in thinking I came purpoſely alone, 
for that it was by Lady Mary's order, I 
came to let him know the was dreſſing, 
but would come to hun the moment the 
was ready. 

I don't care where the d | ſhe is, 
replied he, ſo I had but her money. 

Would you like, I ſhould infor m her 
of your ſentiments, ſaid J. 

You may do as you pleaſe, cried hep 
for I am ſure the would nor believe any 
thing to my diſadvantage : but why, 
charming Ellen, do we waite the precious 
moments, in talking of that fooliſh old 
woman, when they might be ſo much 
better employed in telling you how I 
adore you. 

| ſtopped him chord by ſaying, Chat 
if he did not leave off talking 1a that 
manner, I would inſtantly quit the room, 
and acquaint Lady Mary with his bcha- 5 
viour. | 

Dl take me if you ſhall, ſaid he, 
and role from his fear, with an intention 
of locking the door, but fortunately for 
me, at that inſtant Lady Mary came in. 
E 5 7 hs; 
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So, ſo, faid ſhe, you look as if you 
had been quarrelling : what's the matter 
Captain. 

He appeared much diſcongerted,; but 
quickly recovering himſelf, laughed, and 
ſaid, he believed Miſs Sidney? s indiſpo- 
fition, had left a peeviſhneſs behind it, 
but ſhe was not to be blamed, for what 
ſhe could not help. I got up, and giving 
him a lcok of the utmoſt contempt, re- 
tired, to finiſh my letter to my beloved 
friend: I am ſent for, fo muſt concludg 
in great haſte. 

E, SIDNEY. 


' 8. I am olive to you, for your 
donation, to Mrs. Stanhope, and {hall 
ſend you her hiſtory, the very firſt op- 
portunity. I have not time now to an- 
ſwer your letter, but will write again the 
firſt leiſure hour I have. 


LE T- 
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LETTER XLI. 


LADY HARRIET AUBREY 
TO THE 


HON. MISS WALDGRAVE 


O; -  Mlbemarte feet. 
H my Sophia, I am ready to die 


with hows. ws could you believe, my 
dear, that Lady Harriet Aubrey, the 
daughter of an Earl, with a fortune of 
three thouſand a year, 1s neglected; and 
for what? for a mere baby face, a girl, 

who hves as a toadeater to Lady Mary 
Winterford, one who nobody knows, at 
leaſt nobody, of any conſequence: my 
woman tells me, ſhe is the daughter of 
a broken Enſign, who died, and left her 
and her mother, ſtarving, till the charity 
of Lady Mary took her in: I can't an- 
ſwer for the truth of this account, but 
think it likely enough: you know ſuch 
creatures always give themſelves a great 
many airs; and ſo does this, becauſe Lady 
Mary Winterford takes her with her into 


company, (which by the bye ſhe is much 
blamed. 
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blamed "MY ſhe fancies herſelf. equal to 
any body, and gives herſelf airs accor- 
dingly : not buc the girl is civil enough; 
but then her civility is of that kind, one 
would expect from a perſon of one's 
own rank, and not from an inferior, in 
-ſhort I hate her. 

You know 1 had always a great par- 
tiality for Lord Summers; partiality did 
1 fay, twas love: I loved him moſt ten- 
derly, and {till do ſo, to my ſorrow: | 
always thought his heart was engaged, 
though 1 could not find out to whom, 
till a few days ago; when as I was walk 
ing in the park, I accidentally met with 
Mr. Fancourt, who joined me: we had 
walked a good while, talking of indif- 
ferent ſubjects, (you know Fancourt, is 
never at a loſs, for chat), when who 
ſhould we meet, but NMits Greville, and 
a young lady, 1 had never ſeen before, 
but who | have ſince found, to be, th 
above mentioned Miſs Sidney, for 10 
this little chit is called: Mr. Fancourt, 
ſeemed very much pe to ſee her, 

and after he had made the enquiries po- 


liteneſs dictates, he added, in a half 


whiſper, (but not fo low, as to prevent 
me 
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me from hearing, what he ſaid), I am 
fure Lord Summers will be glad to find 
you are in the land of the living, tor 1 
think he has never been like himtelt, ſince 
you left Maple Vale; at this ſhe affected 
to bluſh, and ſeemed confuſed and with 
apparent difficulty ſtammered out, ſome 
incoherent anſwer: you may be aſſured 
this raiſed my curiofity, and no ſooner 
where they gone, than I ſet my wits to 
work, to get cut of Fancourt, what her 
ablence could ſignify to Lord Summers ; ; 
and who ſhe was. 
Pray Mr, Fancourt faid I, with an air 
of indifference, who is that lady, I don't 
recollect ever having ſcen her till now, 
Why really Lady Harriet, re plicd he, 

I know nothing more, than, that her 
name is Sidney; ; ſhe reſided wich her 
mother laſt Summer, in the neighbour» 
hood of Bloom Grove, and became ac- 
quainted with our family, by accident; 
ſhe was a great favourite of my ſiſter's, as 
indeed ſhe was with every body, that 
had the pleaſure of knowing her. | 
But ſaid I, did you oblerve how ſhe 
bl uſhed when you mentioned Lord Sum- 
mers? 


Yes 


Yes continued he, I have long thought, 
Miſs Sidney and Summers, were by no 
means indifferent to each her ; > and in- 
deed I ſaid nothing but what was ſtrictly 
true, when I told her, he had not been 
like himſelf, fince her abſence from Ma- 
ple Vale. 

I did not hear the laft part of his diſ- 
courſe, unmoved: I was burning wich 
. yet was J pleaſed, to have found 

my long ſought, lung hated rival. 

I took a hay leave of Mr. Fancourt, 
and returned home, to meditate on ſome 
Way, to make a difference between her, 
and Lord Summers : you know when TI 
have determined on any thing, I always 
go through with it, let the conſequence 
be what it will; I could not at that time, 
think of any thing that would do, but 
have ſince that, hit on ſomething, which 
if it is likely to ſucceed, I will inform 
you of another opportunity. I intend to 
viſit, at Lady Mary Winterford's more 
& than common, and hope ſoon to humble 
the proud Sidney, to the very duſt. Adicu. 
8 HARRIET AUBREY, 


LET: - 
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T 0 


LORD FREDERICK VILLERS, 


| | Maitland Place. 
REjOICE with me, my dear Vil- 
lers, for my Maria, has been pronounced 
out of danger, theſe ten days paſt; but 
methinks I hear you ſay, how did I ever 
know, ſhe was in danger: very true, 
Frederick, but I expect you to make 
ſome allowance. for a man who is on a 
ſudden raifed from the brink of deſpair, 
to the greateſt joy, I will try to be com- 
poſed, that I may enter upon the parti-. 
culars: in my laſt I informed you, that 
I had been to fortunate as to preſerve 
the lives of Sir William Fancourt, and 
his lovely daughter; and allo, that he 
had given me a general invitation to 
Bloom Grove. I called the next morn- 
ing, to enquire how they did after their 
fright; but words will be too weak, to 
deictibe my feelings, when the fervant 
informed 
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informed me, that his maſter had given 

orders to be denied to every body on ac- 
count of Mis Fancourt*s illneſs; and 
that Dr. B had been ſent for, who 
pronounced her in a very dangerous way, 
He had hardly finiſhed the lait words, as 
Harry Fancourt croſſcd the hall, and 
ſeeing me at the door, begged of me to 
come” in, ſaying, he was ſure his father 
would be very glad to ſee me. 

I followed him into a parlour, where 
his father was, who without looking to 
wards the door, exclaimed—How is a 5 
how is my poor girl? is there any hopes? 
but turning round, and finding his miſ- 
take, he apologized, and begged I would 

als the remainder of the day with them. 
I declined his invitation, for how could 
J attempt to comfort him, when my 
own heart was burſting with ſorrow, I 
hurried home, that I might give full in- 
dulgence to my grief. I believe I called 
mylelf, or ſent meſſengers to enquire 
after her, almoſt every hour, without 
receiving any ſatisfactory anſwers, till 
ten days ago, When they brought me 
word, ſhe was thought to be out of 


danper. 
- This 
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This is my uſual time of calling, I 
muſt therefore beg your pardon, for 
leaving you a couple of hours. 


nm” HIT” A . 1 ALPS ERR 


I have, ſtill more good news, to com- 
municate to my friend: I have ſeen my 
Maria, and I hope ſoon, ſhe will be 
mine indeed: but ſtay, let me go on 
methodically. On my arrival at Bloom 
Grove, I found Sir William alone, who 
addreſſed himfelt to me, as follows: Mr. 
Beverley, I look upon myſelf as under 
the greateſt obligations to you, for the 
preſervation of my lite, and that of my 
dear giil's: nay, continued he, *tis not 
the firſt lime, ſhe has reaſon to be obliged 
to you; I was then very ungrateful, bur 
I] hope you have forgiven it: the preju- 
dices of an old man, are not eaſily ſhook 
off: I thought myſelf injured by a part 
of your family, and unjunly took a diſ- 
like to the whole; but I am now ſo 
well convinced of my error, that I will” 
do every thing in my power, to make 
you amends : 1 think by your behaviour, 
during Maria's illneſs, you have ſhewn 


lomething more than mere friendſhip ; 
therefore 
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therefore if ſhe is eſſential to your happi- 
nels, and you can gain her conſent, 1 
freely give you mine. 

I ſhall not trouble you, with all 1 ſaid 
expreſſive of my thanks for this generous 
propoſal; ſuffice ic, that I was fo over. 
Joyed, 1 hardly knew what I ſaid. Sir 
William inſiſted on my ſpending the day 
with him, and as an inducement, pro- 
poſed drinking tea 1n the ifretnoon; with 
Mils Fancourt, as Dr. B had ſaid, 
ſhe might be permitted to fre a few of 
her friends, at a time, provided the did 
not fatigue herſelf with them. 

At the hour of tea, I put Sit William 
in mind of his promiſe, and he inſtantly 
led the way, to his daughter's dreſſing 
room: ſhe was reclining on a lopha, 
with Lady Linley fittiog by her, but 
ah! how much ſhe is changed, it really 
is beyond conception. I involuntarily 
ſtarted, as I approached her, which ſhe 
obſerving, ſaid, with an angelic {mile— 
Dol trighten you, Mr, Beverley? | fancy 
Jam more fallen away than I imagined: 
No lovely Maria, anſwered I, however 
your late ſevere * may have 

altered 
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altered you, you, will ever be an object 
of admiration to me. 

Sir William, and Lacy Linley; quitted 
the room, to give us an opportunity of 
talk ing, without having our diſcourſe 
overheard : I need only add, that the 
ſweet girl has promise -d to be mint, as 
ſoon as her health is re- el tabliſhed. 

1 am your's with the greateſt ſincerity, 


CHARLES BEVERLEY, 


LETTER MWA 


MISS BERTIE 
3 | 


MISS SIDNEY 


Moreton Lodge, 

W ELL my dear, I ſuppoſe y u are 

impatient to know all ho Sedley” s ball, 

who was there, and who, and who, danced 

together : patience, patience, my good 
girl, all in Proper time. 

My 
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My father, mother, and myſelf, went 
in the coach, as we were to call at Felix 
Hall for Lord Freemore: Lady Free- 

„ more, her brother in law, and the two 
Miſs Martins, went likewiſe in their's. 
At three o'clock we arrived at Role 

Mount: Lord Freemore got out of the 
carriage firſt, but before he could offer 
his hand to my mother, Scaley was at 
his elbow: he conducted her in, as Lord 
Freemore did my Ladyſhip; and as we 
were there the firit, Sedley took us to 
look at the improvements he has made: 
every thing is really finiſhed with vaſt 
taſte: indecd 1 could not refrain from 
telling him ſo. 

He anſwered, that he was extremely 
happy, they met with my approbation 
and when, continued he, will my charm- 
ing Luta, condeſcend to become miſ- 
treſs of them. 

Some two, or three years hence, re- 
plied I, I may perhaps conſider of it. 
My mother, who had heard what I ſaid, 
ſhook her head at me, but ſome company 
coming in, prevented me from having a 


lecture. 
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We paſſed the time till dinner, in tri- 
fling chat: when it was announced, Sed- 
ley handed my mother, and begged her 
to take the head of the table; but ſhe 
declined it, refering him to Lady Free- 
more, ſaying, ſhe had long given up that 
place, even at her own houſe: Lady 
Freemore accordingly did the honors. 
We had a moſt elegant dinger; every“ 
delicacy that could be thought of, was 
there in profuſion: after tea, and coffee, 
the muſic made their appearance, and 
Sedley propoſed we {hould begin danc- 


ing: you may calily tuppole, none of us 
had any objection. Lord G—h aſked 
me to move a minuet with him, pres 
ſuming J ſuppoſe, on the compiacency 
with which | had treated him ail day: I 
did ſo, on purpole to vex Sedley, (for-as 
to Lord Gh | deteit him): it had the 
deſired effect, for my twain was as uueaſy 
as I could wiſh him to be: he endea- 
voured to conceal his anxiety, but it 
was but too viſible as often as he looked 
at me, who was laughing, and chatting 
with G—h: I think I never ſaw him to 
embarraſſed; I was determined to puniſh 
him a little; but when I heard there was 

O 
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to be a country dance, I was reſolved to 
dance, with no one but him: when 
G—h aſked me to be his partner, (per- 
ceiving Sedley was liſtening what anſwer 
4 ſhould give) I replied, that if I danced 
at all, 1 was engaged. Upon this Sed— 
ley turned upon his heel, and was going 
away; but I called after him, ſaying, 
Mr. Sedley I want to ſpeak with you; I 
have a great mind, added J, to dance 
with a gentleman, who I ſee will not all 
me; therefore if you will take a meſſage 
to * from me, I {ball be much obliged | 
to you. 
T1 am ſurpriſed, Madam, pled the 
havghty creature, you ſheuld pitch upon 
me, when you have one ſo near you, who 
would 1 don't doubt, be very happy to 
be employed in any thing you think pro- 
per to aſſign him; caſting his eyes on 
Lord G—h. 
I aſſure you Ellen, he was really an- 
ery: I never ſaw him ſo out of temper 
before; he was going again, but I told 
him, he muſt ſtay and hear me, and then 
he might go as ſoon as he pleaſed. And 
now Sir, laid ], the perſon ] wiſh to dance 
with, is commonly known by the appella- 
tion 
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tion of Edward Sedley. and if you are 
acquainted with ſuch a perſon, I ſhould 
be glad you would let him know the 
honor I intend him. 

Charming girl! exclaimed he, you 
have indeed ſeverely puniſhed me; but 
now you make me ample amends. 

The puniſhment was no more than 
ou merited, replied |, for your jealouſy 
of ſuch an inſignificant. wretch, as G—h: 
but you was too proud, | 
conceſſion: J, no doubt, ſhall have a 
pleaſant time, if ſuch an impatient crea» 
ture as you are, is to be my huſband. 
An erd was put to this converſation, by 
Lord Summers's atking me, to walk a 
minuvet with him before we began the 
country dances: he indeed dances di- 
vinely, but yet there is not that pleaſing 
Ilvelineſe, about him, which diſtinguiſhes 
the moſt trifling action of Sedley's: 1 
know you will Tay, I ſpeak partially, 
perhaps I do. I ſuppole Ellen, you 
would like to know, who Lord Sum- 
mers danced with ; but don't be alarmed, 
when I tell you, it was with the pretty Miſs 


Martin: however J belicve his heart is 
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very ſafe, at leaſt, from any body he has 
ſeen in this part of the world. 

For my part, I never ſpent a more 
agreeable evening : Sedley was quite 
himſelf: we danced without ceaſing, till 
eleven o'clock, when we ſet down to reſt, 
and likewiſe to ſupper, after which, we 
again got up to dance, and did not leave 
off, till the old folks, who had been at 
cards, came to tell us, it was ſhamefully 
late, or rather early, for it was paſt three 

o'clock. 

Perhaps, my dear Ellen, 0 8858 
J ſhould tell you the names of all the 
party; but ir | ſhould, it would be no 
more, than giving you a liſt of all the 
genteel people in the neighbourhood for 
miles round. 

I beg my compliments te your mo- 
ther, and remain 

Your' s, with ſincerity, 


LAURA BERTIE. 
I ſhould not omit to tell you, Lord 


Summers left Roſe Mount, the day after 
the ball, for town. 


L k T. 
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LETTER XLIV. 
MISS SIDNEY 


| EM 
MISS BERTIE 


I | Berk ey ſquare. 
DID not receive your laſt letter, my 
dear Laura, ſo ſoon as I ought to have 
done, by many days; but now, take the 
opportunity, of anſwering both your en- 
tertaining epiſtles, at the ſame time. 
Believe me, I was not diſpleaſed, as 
you feemed to think I ſhould be, when 
found you were acquainted with Lord 
Summers; on the contrary, I was glad 
to hear you had ſo agreeable an addition 
to your parties: neither was I in the leaſt 
alarmed, when you mentioned his danc- 
ing with the pretty Miſs Martin, for I 
am very certain, he thinks not of the 
poor Ellen Sidney, and therefore what 
can it be to her, who he 1s pleaſed to 
honor with his notice : indeed my Laura, 
[ ſhall ever rejoice to hear of his welfare, 


and whenever he marries, it is my ſincere 
Var II. F wiſh 
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wiſh, that he may meet with a woman, 
every way worthy of him. I muſt own, 
I think he has behaved rather cruelly to 
me, but without, doubt, he has his rea- 
ſons for ſo doing; but yet, it often puz- 
zles me, to think, what he could mean 
by his diſtinguiſhed partiality to me, on 
leveral occaſions at Maple Vale; and 
when he ſaw me again in London, he 
would neither ſpeak, or bow to me: 
there was ſuch meaning in that look he 
gave me, that I cannot help thinking, he 
muſt have heard {ſomething greatly to 
my diſadvantage: and ſeeing me with 
Captain Brenville, who I have reaſon to 
believe, is not a man of the moſt unex- 
ceptionable character, might confirm him 
in his ill opinion of me; but then again, 
I think it is making myſelf of too much 
conſequence, to ſuppoſe any one would 
trouble themſelves about me; and ſec- 
ing Mr. Fancourt, on his knees at my 
feet, could not ſurely, ſo much diſplcaſc 
him, as to be the cauſe of his treating 
me with ſuch contempt. But enough 
on this ſubject. I aſſure you my Lauia, 
my ſpirits are ſo exceedingly low, I can 
hardly write at all; and Lady Mary, 
| COmpPial a 
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complains ſo much, of my ſtupidity, (to 
uſe her own expreſſion), that, the exer- 
tion I am obliged to make in her pre- 
ſence, renders me ten times worſe when 
Lam alone: I am under the neceſſity, 
of appearing in public, whenever her 
Ladyſhip does, which is almoſt every 
night, for ſhe never will excuſe me: 
this evening we go to the play, and ore 
day, next week, 1s fixed on to go to Al- 
macks. : 

| I read your account of Mr. Sedley' 8 
ball, with great attention, and hope you, 
my dear Laura, will pardon me, if I ſay, 
cannot approve your behaviour to that 
worthy man; it is evident he loves you, 
and for that reaſon, you uſe him ill: do 
not my beloved friend, let the charming 
vivacity of your diſpoſition, tempt you 
to trifle too much with your own happi- 
neſs: conſider my Laura, Mr. Sedley is 
likely to become your huſband, and 3 | 
ever he may take it now, perhaps he may 
remember it, at a time, when you leaſt 
wilh him to do it, and 


„ Reſume the empire which he gave, 
© Then ſoon the tyrant ſhall become the ſlave,” 
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I hope my ſweet girl, will take this 
advice from a friend, who having herſelf 
taſted of the bitter draught of ſorrow, 
wiſhes to remove it far away, from her 


_ = deareſt, beſt loved Laura. 


I ovght to make ſome apology, for 
writing to you, while I am in this dull, 
low way; but was I to wait, till I am in 
better ſpirits, I fear you would never hear 
from me again. 


I am juſt returned from the play 
houſe : we were a very large party, and 
among the reſt, Miſs Greville, which 
made it much more agreeable to me, 
than it otherwiſe would have been, as 
ſhe took every opportunity, of entertain- 
ing me with her lively fallies. In the 
midſt of a long converſation, we were 
alarmed by the cry of fire, from ſeveral 
parts of the houſe ; every body was much 
terrified; the ladies were moſtly taken 
out, by the gentlemen of their partics ; 
but poor I, was left almoſt dead with 
fear, holding by the fide of the box, 
when a gentleman came in, and con- 
veyed me out, ſaying, I fancy Ma'am, 
| SK,» you 
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you muſt be the lady, Miſs Greville di- 


rected me to. 
I anſwered in the affirmative, and af- 


ter returning him my thanks, begged of 


him, to procure me a chair : he inſtantly 


ſent his ſervant for one, and aſking my 
permiſſion to call on me the next © day, 
withed me a good night, and obligingly 


ordered his man, not to leave the chair 


till he had ſeen me late at home. 
When 1 arrived at Berkley-{quare, I 


"Land Lady Mary had been at home: 
Captain Brenville 
having got her out almoſt at the begin- 


near half an hour; 


ning of the diſturbance: they were ſur- 


prüled at my ſtaying, ſo long, and had 


ſent a ſervant to fee for me, for they 


found it was only a ſcene, that had caught. 


fire; but in a theatre, there is ſomething 
o terrible in the idea of fire, that it 
renders every one ſo anxious to get out, 
that they are incapable of examining 
whether there is any real danger or not: 

but all croud towards the door, which of 


courſe prevents a poſſibility of getting 


away, as quick as they otherwiſe would. 
Lady Mary perceiving how much I had 


been alarmed, gave me leave to retire; I. 
Eͤͥͥ  a_—_— 
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therefore came up ſtairs to undreſs my- 
ſelf, but not being inclined to ſleep, I 
flipped on a robe de chambre, and fat 

down to conclude my letter. 

J know you will be happy to hear, 
that my good mother, is in better health, 
and ſpirits, than ſhe had been for ſome 
time paſt : ſhe ſpends moſt of her time 
with Mrs. Hammond, as that lady, in- 
tends going into France in a very ſhort 
time, and wiſhes to have as much of 
my mother's company as poſſible, during 
her ſtay in London: ſhe has Kindly 
taken into her ſervice, poor old Tho- 
mas : he was very unwilling to leave us, 
but knowing our incapacity to ſupport 
him, with much entreaty acquieſced, and 
is to attend them in their tour. 

Mrs. Hammond, wanted much to take 
me with her, but I begged to be exculed, 
when firſt ſhe mentioned it, being well 
convinced, my poor mother would not 
have enjoyed any happineſs, whilſt her 
Ellen was at ſo great a diſtance. 

I muſt leave off writing, as it begins to 
grow very late : that you may enjoy 4 
ſoft repole, is the ſincere with of your, 


ELLEN SIDNEY. 


CES 
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1 did not ſeal my Jeter laſt night, 
therefore juſt take my pen, to inform 
you, that Mr. Davenant, (the gentleman 
who took me out of the play houſe), and 
Mils Greville, called on me this morn- 
ing; the former told me, that when 
Mits Greville was paſt danger laſt night, 
ſhe had begged of him to return and take 
care of me. 

| returned. my thanks to both, in the 
beſt manner J could, after which, they 
aſked me to take a turn in the park ; x 
had no objection, it being a very fine 
morning; we therefore let out, but hac 
not gone far before we met Mr. Fan- 
couri, and a lady, who Miſs Greville 
informed me, was Lady Harriet Aubrey : 
he ſtopped to ſpeak to me, and mentioned 
ſomething about Lord Summers, who 
had he ſaid been very ill: he then wiſhed 
me a good morning. 

When we came to the end of the 
walk, I complained of being fatigued, 
and Miſs Greville, ever obliging, pro- 
poled our returning home. In fact, I 
was -unwilling to meet Mr. Fancourt 
again, being fearful, he might enquire 
where I lived, and inſiſt on ſeeing me 
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home, which I ſhould have been very 
ſorry for. Adieu. 


EEZT TI M. 
FROM THE SAM. 


1 ney Berkley ſquare. 
Know my Laura, too well, to ſuppoſe 
ſhe will not be affected at the melan- 
choly ſtory, of poor Mrs. Stanhope, 
which I am now going to relate, as nearly 
as poſſible in her own words. 


My father was a gentleman of large 
fortune, in 8 —ſhire, of the name of 
Milbank. I am the youngeſt of three 
children; the eldeſt a jon, who is 
now in the Eaſt Indies, (having been 
there ſome time, to take poſſeſſion of 
an eſtate, left him by an uncle, ) the 
next a daughter, but how ſhall 1 ſay 
enough in praiſe of my dear ſiſter ena - 

| ma? . 
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ma? who is every thing that is amiable, 
Happy had it been for me, had I followed 
her prudent advice, I ſhould not now, 
have to weep over my palt folly, _ 
My mother loſt her lite, in bringing 
me into the world ; thus was I early de- 
prived of every fond maternal care; but 
I mult confeſs, it was in a great meaſure 
made up to me, by the tenderneſs of 
my aunt, my father's only fiiter, under 
whoſe protection I was brought up, till 
| was fifteen years of age: I had then 
the misfortune to loſe this worthy, and 
kind relation, by a fever, which carried 
her off, at the early age of forty one. 
From that period, 1 may date the be-- 
ginning of all my misfortunes. 
As ſoon as her death was made known 
to my father, he ſent for me home, and 
I was received by my ſiſter Emma, in a 
truly affectionate manner. 
Then I ſhall at laſt, be bleſſed with 
the company of my Louiſa, exclaimed 
the dear girl, folding me in her arms, 
as | ſtepped from the carriage: long have 
1 wiſhed for your ſocicty, though I am 
very forry for the preſent occalion : but 
perceiving my tears to flow faſt, at the 
. 5 remem- 
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remembrance of my muchlamented aunt, 
ſhe added, do not, my dear Loviſa, give 
way to your grief in this manner, you muſt 
be ſenſible, that our aunt is much hap- 
pier than ſhe could have been here below : 
you ſhould therefore, reconcile yourſelf, 
to the inſcrutable ways, of that all wile 
being, who knoweth belt how to diſpoſe 
of his creatures: you have I know loſt a 
dear, and ſincere friend, but if you will 
repole your confidence in me, I will 
ſtrive all in my power to make up that 
loſs. | * 
A reception, ſo every way to my wiſh, 
ſerved to give me ſpirits againſt the re- 
turn of my father, (whom J had not ſeen 
for near two years) who was gone to 
take his afternoon's ride; it was not long 
before he came in, when taking me in 
his arms, as I advanced to meet him, 
exclaimed! the very image, of her dear 
departed mother, and immediately left 
the room to conceal his tears. 

My father, was a truly worthy man, 
his greateſt, and indeed, only failings, 
were family pride, and an unforgivingneſs 
of temper, which at times, rendered 
both hiqiſelt, and his tenants very un- 


happy) 
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happy, over whom, he exerted the moſt 
unbounded authority ; but although he 
was a ſevere maſter, yet was he charitable, 


and friendly, and never failed to relieve. 


the wretched, provided, the firſt applica- 
tion was made to him ; but to return to 
myſelf. 

The kind and affe ieee attention, I 
every day experienced, made me vainly 
imagine, [ ſhould be permanently happy: 
alas! I did not long enjoy this pleaſing 
delirium, for my ſiſter being gone for a 
few days, on a viſit, I was of courſe al- 
moſt intirely alone, as my father ſpent 
very little of his time in the houle, 
At laſt, being quite weary of fitting by 

myſelf, I one evening went to fee a — 
who lived about a mile from our houſe : 
_ drank tea with her, and ſhe was ſo — 
ing, as to ſee me part of the way home. 


I had hardly parted with her, before 


a man leapt his horſe, over the hedge, 


and rode about the field, with ſuch vio- 
lence, that I expected every moment, to 


be trampled under foot; at length he. 


came ſo very near, that I actually 


ſcreamed with the fright, begging him 


at the ſame time, to let me proceed, 
wichout any further interruption. 
Upon 


” 
e = 
- — * — DOT ; AD 2 1 — : 

SR — — . 2 — — IT. he 2 jt - 8 
* = 2 n = ED bo take 8 - LIE 8 > — 83 
L * — - — 2 3 — * . . 2 > oe 4 ö 2 * 
Oy E AA ˙ ͥ X 2 45 n x D 
ö * 4 rr . ES. red RES —_ 2 — 3 — Fe x 0 
5 a 2 ag > * 9 8 8 * n 9 3 = $2 — 2 
— n "© a b 2 » ©. 4 a 

: - n ie 


EE Eo 

5 2 — — — — e * 
* ve S- — en Ay" 6d #1 * 1 Fr” Ss 
. — how * . * * — ob We. hol 


A — NE SENS 
— ES 


pn 
— — . — 
— S 


— - 
2 DSS. Ion rd I; 
— 2 
— * >= 

3 * 


CIS — 

ad IQ OT nn 4.5) 

IF: — 2 : - 
— Li 


108 MAPLE VALE, 


Upon this he diſmounted, but how 
was J alarmed, on finding him to be my 
father's inveterate enemy, Sir Benjamin 
Tally, a drunken, fox hunting baronct, 
whoſe eſtate joined my father's : he had 
made an offer of his hand to my ſiſter, 
which had been rejected with becoming 
orn. | TT: 

As ſoon as I perceived who it was, I 
ran as hard as I could, hoping foon to 
tire him, but I had to deal with one, 
who was not eaſily fatigued, far. after 
getting over a difficult ſtile, I found my 
purſuer cloſe at my heels; in an agony of 
tear, I ſcreamed aloud, and as provi- 
dence ſo ordered it, a gentleman, that 
was walking along the lane, heard me, 
and immediately came to my reſcue : he 
with the utmoſt politeneſs, begged to 
know the cauſe, of my fear. 

I replied no otherwiſe, than by point- 

ing to Sir Benjamin, who on ſeeing a 
third perſon, had coward like, ſlunk 
away : my companion, begged leave to 
conduct me home, to which I readily 
Conſented; at the huuie « vor we were 
met by mv father, who was much ſur- 
Diized to ice ma Wich an intire Itranger: 

but 
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but on my telling him, how much 
I had been obliged to that ſtranger, he 
returned him, his thanks, and begged 
of him to walk in and partake of our ſup- 
per; to which he aſsented, with the ut- 
moſt good humour: in the courle of the 
evening, he informed us, his name was 
Stanhope, that he was lieutenant i 
Regiment, and was come with a recruit- 
ing party, into S-— ſhire, and was now 
on a viſit to Mr, Creſwell our neighbour: 
he ſaid that having taken a longer walk, 
than uſual, by himſelf, (being unac- 
quainted with the country,) he had miſ- 
fed his way, and had juſt been directed 
to go down the lane, when he heard me 
ſcream, which had made him quicken 
his pace, and he was very happy he did 
not come too late. 
When I had ſomewhat recovered my 
fright, I began to take a little more no- 
tice, ef the perſon, and manners of Mr, 
Stanhope: who though not the hand- 
iomelt man I had ever ſcen, was by far 
the moſt pleaſing 3 he appeared about 
two and twenty, was tail, and well pro- 
portioncd, had a very manly face, and 
a pau ol the finelt black eyes I ever be- 
held; 
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held; he would ſometimes look at you, 
as if he read your moſt ſecret thoughts 
in your countenance; at other times, his 
eyes would beam, with the moit benign 
ſoftneſs, whilſt irreſiſtable perſuaſion 
dwelt on his lips. | 
Was it wonderful J ſhould love ſuch 
a man ? eſpecially too, when I found 
our attachment was reciprocal: he was 
frequently with us, and at length, beg- 
ged my permiſſion, to mention our mu- 
tual affection to my father, and ſolicit 
his conſent to our nuptials; but this I 
would by no means allow, well 3 
that as my lover had neither family © 
fortune to recommend him, my en 
never would conſent to his marrying me: 
I therefore begged of him, not to be 
particular in his attention to me, pro- 
mifing to conſult Emma on the beſt me- 
tlod of going on: he aſſured me he 
would implicitly obey my commands, 
and then took his leave, as uſual, for a 
few days. 
The firſt opportunity I had, L aſked 
ſiſter how ſhe would have me pro- 
13 nd whether it would be better, to aik 
my father's conſent to our marriage; or 
| marry 
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marry firſt, and beg forgiveneſs after- 
wards. 

My dear ſiſter prayed, with tears 
ſtreaming from her eyes, that I would 
not take any ſtep precipitately, and not 
for the world to think of a private mar- 
riage, which ſhe was poſitive, would be 
an imprudence, my father never would 
forgive: and made me give her a half 
promiſe, not to take any ſteps without 
firſt conſulting her: but alas ! ſhe ſpoke 
to One who was too much 1n love, to pay 
any attention to ſuch excellent advice; 
for the next time I ſaw Mr. Scanhope, I 
very imprudently conſented to elope with 
him to Gretna Green, and we. fixed on 
an early day, for the completion of our 
ſcheme : to ſay the truth, a falſe delicacy 
prevented me from mentioning a word 
of this to Emma; and my father and us 
being engaged to dine out a few days af- 
terwards, gave me the opportunity J 
waited for with fuch impatience. 

The day betore that on which we were 
to go, I pretended to have a violent cold, 
which of courſe, prevented me, from 
accompanying them. 
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As ſoon as they were drove from the 
door, I informed the ſervants, that I was 
going out for a little air, but ſhould not 


walk far, which indeed was literally true, 


for Mr, Stanhope was waiting at a ſmall 
diſtance for me, with a chaiſe and four, 
into which I] ſtepped, and we drove to 
Gretna Green without the leaſt fear of 
being overtaken, as we had ſo much the 
advantage, in point of time : in ſhort we 
were married, and then haſtened back 
again to a town, not far from my fa- 
ther” s; we both inſtantly wrote to him, 
and lhikewiſe to my ſiſter, to beg of her 
to intercede with my father, to forgive 
ve, and receive us at home again. 

We. waited, with the utmoſt impa- 
tience, two whole days for anſwers to our 
letters: at laſt they came; that f from my 
father, ran thus; 


POOR DELUDED GIRL, 


I piTY your imprudence, from 
my ſoul: I forgive you, according to 
your deſire, but beg, I may never fee, or 
hear from you more: ycu have no doubt 
choſen a perſon, infinitely more capable 


of protecting your youth, and inexpert- 
chce, 


MAPLE VALE. 113 


ence, than your own father; this piece 
of advice, let me give you, if you wiſh 


to be happy yourſelf, endeavour to make 


the man of your choice ſo. 
As your journey muſt have been ex- 
penſive, I incloſe a bill of an hundred 
pounds to defray it, which is all, you are 
ever to expect, from your much injured, 
and offended father, 


HENRY MILBANE. 
Your ſiſter, has my leave to anſwer 


your letter, but I muit inſiſt, that it is 


the laſt you trouble her with. Adieu, 
(notwithſtanding your diſobedience,) I 
wiſh you well. 


ꝗAUmF — — — — 


I knew by the coolneſs of the ſtyle, 


that we had not any thing to hope for; 


] therefore did all in my power, not to 
appear diſſatisfied, and reſolved, ſtrictly 
to follow the advice it contained : and by 
my huſband's kindneſs, I ſoon forgot the 
ſeverity of my father. 

My ſiſter's letter, was the characteriſtic 
of herſelf, all gentleneſs : ſhe aſſured us, 


that every thing ſhould be done to pro- 
mote a reconciliation on her part, though 
ſhe 
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ſne was almoſt afraid, ſhe ſhould not be 
| able to ſucceed ; as my father ſeemed de- 
termined, to abide by the anſwer he had 
ſent us : ſhe begged, I would not at- 
tempt to write to her, as ſhe had been 
obliged to give my father a promiſe, 
nearly amounting to a vow, not to re- 
ceive, or anſwer, any letters from us: 
ſhe added, that ſhe would by means of 
a third perſon, enquire atter us, and let 
us know how ſhe did as often as poſſi- 
ble; lamented that her promiſe was fo 
binding, as to hinder her from ſeeing 
me, but faid, ſhe herſelf was lo narrowly 
watched, as to make her exittence quite 
painful to her: ſhe conclude her leiter 
with beſt wiſhcs for our h 2ppinels, &c. 
_ We now thuught it time, to fx on 
ſome place of abode. and my huſband 
propoled our taking, a mall h ule, in one 
of the towns, near the metropolis : he 
got a twelvemonth's leave of abſence, 
from his colonel: and I may with truth 
ſay, no two perſons could be happier in 
each other, than we were. 
At length, an order came for Mr. 
Stanhope to join his regiment: that in- 


deed was a ſevere ſtroke, and what r 
al 
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had not prepared ourſelves to expect; it 
was therefore neceſſary to give up our 
houſe, and call in our debts, when out 
of the few hundreds my huſband was 
poſſeſſed of when we married, only two 
remained, after paying what we owed. 
When we got into quarters, we lived 
in the moſt frugal manner, yet notwith- 
ſtanding, at the end of another year, we 
found our circumſtances reduced ſo 
much, as to oblige vs, to deny ourfelves 
every ind ulgence, having only the ne- 
ceſſaries of lite, without any of the Jux- 
uries: yet happy in each other, we re- 
pined not, but reſolved to be content 
with what we had yet left: but alas! 
our happineſs was of ſhort duration, my 
dear Mr. Stanhope caught a cold, which 
from being neglected, brought on a fore 
throat and fever, which in a few days 
robbed me of the tendereit and beſt of 
huſbands. 
When he found himſelf going, he 
called me to him, and defired me to 
write to my father, and beg of him to 
be reconciled to me: adding, that he 
ſhould not die in peace, if he left me 
without a protector, and he ſaid, he be 
ure 
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regretted Mr. Stauhope 
worſe; he charged me with his dying 
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ſure my father would not refuſe me an 
aſylum in his houſe, when he was in- 


formed, I had no where elſe to go. 


I did as he deſired, by writing in- 
ſtantly home, and in the moſt pathetic 
manner deſcribed our diſtreſs, begging 
to be forgiven, and again to be received, 
as the daughter of Mr. Milbank : 1 jent 
this letter by our own ſervant, who was 
to deliver it into my father's hands 

He was. hardly gone, before my ever- 

grew viſibly 
breath, to take care of myſelf for the 
lake of the little innocent I was preg- 
nant with, and pray ing for cur happinele, 
expired in my arms. 

J was at firit, and indeed for many 
days afterwards, quite inſenſible to every 
thing around me: at laſt my ilinels took 
a favourable turn, and I was again 
awakened to a ſenſe of the milery of my 
ſituation :. I expected every hour to be- 
come a mother, and at length was 
brought to bed of my poor little Louiſa, 
(who now ſleeps in that cradle,) dear lit- 


tle angel, ſhe was unconlcious of the 


afflictions of her mother. 


Jought 
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Tovght to have mentioned before, that 
a few days after J had ſent the letter to 
my father, the man came back, and in- 
formed me, that he had left the country, 
and had ſold his eſtate, and every thing 
belonging to it; but that no one could 
tell, whither he and my ſiſter were gone. 
This diſappointment, added to my other 


ſufferings, was too much for nature to 


ſupport : it brought on a nervous fever, 
which has ſettled | in a conſumption. 
As ſoon as | was able to leave my bed, 


1 ſettled my affairs, paid all the debts 


that were owing, and what few things 
] bad of value, | left with the woman 
of the houſe, to diſpoſe of, and remit 
me the money. I then took a place in 
the ſtage coach for London, (hoping to 
hear ſomething of my father, ) and arrived 
here, early in the day, and on enquiring 
for cheap lodgings, theſe were recom- 
mended to me; and indeed, I am happy, 
in being with ſuch good kind of people, 
who take every method, of making my 
ſituation, as comfortable as poſſiblè: : on 
my being indiſpoſed, they ſent for this 
man, you ſaw here a few days ago, who 


attended me for a tortnight, but when 
he 
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he found I was unable to pay him the 
inſtant he aſked for it, he inſulted me 
in the manner you was witneſs to; I 
really, as I ſaid, expected ſome money 
from the country, for the woman with 
whom I formerly lodged, wrote me word, 
that ſhe had parted with what had been 
left to her care, and ſhould remit me 
twenty pounds, (which was what ſhe had 
got for them), the following week. 
This, my dear Madam, cried Mrs, 
Stanhope, 1s all I have to relate, and I 
muſt beg your pardon, for the tediouſneſs 
of the detail: ] hope the Almighty God, 
will ſhower down endleſs bleſſings on 
you, and your's, for your kindneſs to me, 
and oh! my dear Miſs Sidney, never, 
never, be guilty of diſobedience, for 
from that I am well convinced, all my 
misfortunes ſprung : I ſhall not now be 
long, before I join my dear Mr. Stan- 
hope, I hope in the realms above, for, 


« [ acknowledge my tranſgreſſions, and my ſin is 


ever before me.“ — 


Nothing ſhocks me, but the thoughts of 


leaving my dear little Louiſa, an orphan, 


and unprovided for: that I mult confeſs, 
will 
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will embitter my laſt moments. Perhaps 
it might ſo happen, that you may one 
of thele days, ſee ſome of my relations: 
if you ever ſhould, tell them I always 
prayed for their happineſs, both here, 
and hereafter, and oh! my dear Miſs 
Sidney, if my child ſhould be alive, will 
you, will you be ſo kind, as to mention 
her to them. 

I will, cried J, as well as my tears 
would permit me, (for, I was almoſt 
choaked with grict), and while I live, 
never, never, ſhall your little Louiſa 
know the want of a mother: [ will be 
one to her, and will take the care of her, 
and ſhould I ever meet with any of your 
family, ſhe herſelf ſhall chuſe, 0e 
the will live with them or me, and I hope 
in God, I ſhall always have the power 
of maintaining her, if not, I have a 
friend, a rich friend, who will protect her 
youth, and thank me for the truſt. 

Enough, enough, my dear Madam, 
interrupted Mrs. Stanhope: heaven will 
bleſs you for your goodneſs to the poor 
widow, and her fatherleſs child. 

I was now obliged to take my leave, 
but not till ! had given the woman of 

the 
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the houſe, my addreſs, and made her 
promiſe to ſend to me, ſhould her amia- 
ble and unfortunate lodger be worſe, 

I wrote to Dr, H 
phy fician, yeſterday, to beg he would go 
with me to Mrs. Stanhope: he did ſo, 
but aſſures me, there is not the ſmalleſt 
hopes of her recovery: he has humanely 
promiſed to call on her every day, 
until his attendance, ſhall be no longer 
neceſſary: what makes his humanity 
conſpicuous, 1s, that he has poſitively 
declined receiving any gratuity for his 
trouble. 

Adieu my Laura: I ought to make 
ſome apology for the length,of this, but 
really I have not ſpirits equal to the taſk, 


ELLEN SIDNEY. 


, Lady Mary's 5 
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LETTER XLVI. 


LADY HARRIET AUBREY 19 
| TO THE KY 
HON. MISS WALDGRAVE 


| W Albemarle ftreet. 

Y ELL Sophy, I think I have hit 
upon a ſcheme, that will exactly do, to 
humble the vanity, and pride, of that 

little minx Ellen Sidney, (or as ſome 
call her, Miſs Sidney), the more I think 
of it, the more 1t aſtoniſhes me, that 
Lord Summers, who I always, till very 
lately, took for a man of ſenſe, ſhould 
ever ſeriouſly caſt away a thought, upon 
a mere baby face, a painted doll, —-pſhaw, 
] have no patience with her. 

Well, to my ſcheme, I ſuppoſe you 
know that diſagreeable wretch, Captain 
Brenville, the moſt noted gambler about 
town, though Lady Mary Winterford, 
whoſe admirer he affects to be, ſeems 
perfectly unacquainted with this part of 
his character, yet others, are not quite 
to ignorant: having heard, he had loſt 

a con- 


Vor. i - oy 
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a confi derable ſum a few nights ago, 
which he'was unable 10 pay, I ſent To 
him, and after having preſented him with 
an hundred pound bank note, told him 
J was exceedingly ſorry to hear that Lord 
Summers, had entered into a very fooliſh 
connection with Miſs Sidney, and his 
friends were very much afraid, he would 
marry her: now Captain, cried I, what! 
wanted your aſſiſtance in, is this. You 
mult do your endcavour to make Lord 
Summers believe, you are the tavourcd 
Jover, inſtead of him; and I promiſe to 
aſſiſt you, in making him entertain the 
fame opinion, by frequently throwing 
out hints to that purpoſe: and if this 
affair ſucceeds, according to my wiſhes, 
T will reward you very handſomely, for 
the part you are to act; ſo ſaying, I gave 
him a handſome diamond ring, which 1 
had on my finger. 

I faw with pleaſure, that he ſeemed to 
enter into my views with as much eager- 
neſs as I could wiſh; J ſuppoſe the has 
been ſhewing off ſome of her airs to hi! m, 
as indeed ſhe does to every one, that 
has the misfortune to be acquainted with 


her: I informed him, ſhe had by her in- 
. ſinuating 
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finuating behaviour, got herſelf ſo far in 
favour with Lord Summers, that he was 


abſolutely in love with her, and, added 


I, I am told he means to marry her, 
(but that is I believe, a report without 
foundation), to the no ſmall concern of 
the Earl, and Counteſs of Belmont; 
though by the bye, Sophy, I don't be- 
lieve they know any thing of the matter, 
I further ſaid, I was very ſure, that who- 


ever contributed to make a difference 


between them would be eſteemed the 
greateſt friend to the family. 

After concerting ſome time, we agreed 
that as Brenville, attends Lady Mary 
Winterford, and her companion, when- 
ever they go in public, they would in all 
probability, frequently meet Lord Sum- 
mers, and whenever that happens, Bren- 
ville, promiſes to direct his diſcourſe to 
the girl, and to behave to her in ſuch a 
manner, as to make a looker on believe, 


there was the greateſt familiarity ſubſiſt- 


ing between them; and by continuing 
that behaviour, we did not doubt, bur 
in a very ſhort time, Lord Summers 
would be quite diſguſted with her, ſup- 
poling ſhe encouraged the addreſſes of 

62 every 
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every man, who thought it worth his 
while to trifle with her. | 
I thought this plan might do very well, 
but did not imagine it 1 ſo ſoon have 
taken effect: for the very next night Bren- 
ville Kent with Lady Mary Winter— 
ford, and her party, to Almacks: there 
was a great croud, and among the reſt 
Lord Sommers: he inſtantly eſpied Mils 
Sidney, though ſhe did not obſerve him, 
(a lucky circumſtance for us), the Cap- 
tain immediately turned his diicourte to 
her, and took the more pains, as he per- 
ceived Summers was cloſe behind them, 
and muſt of courſe, hear every word; 
Brenville, did every thing in his power, 
to make her laugh, and appear chearful, 
that the liſtener might ſuppole ſhe was 
very well pleaſed, with what the Captain 
had been laying to her: it had the de- 
fired effect; for after his-Lordſhip had 
been gazing ar them for fome time, he 
turned from them with a look of the 
utmoſt contempt, and inſtantly left the 
place, but not till Breaville had com- 
| pleated his defign, for ſeeing him near 
enough to hear What Was ſaid, (and tho' 


quite foreign to the ſubject they were 
talking 


wy 
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talking of), cried; indeed Miſs Sidney [ 
know not how to make you amends, tor 
the many undeſerved encomiums, you 
are pleaſed to beſtow upon me, you 
really quite flatter me, by your approba- 
tion of my ſentiments. 
le was ſure Lord Summers heard 
him, and as for Ellen Sidney, the thought 
he ſpoke ironically, as ſhe had juſt be- 
fore been condemning lomething he had 
ſaid. 

So I think Saphy, we have made a 
tolerable good be ginning, and I intend, 
after 1 have done tor her in the opinion 
of Lord Summers, to get her out of the 
good graces of Lady Mary Winterford, 
for which purpoſe, I take every method 
of 1ngratiating myſelf, wich her Lady- 
ſhip, and make not a doubt, but I ſhall 
ſucceed according to my wiſhes. 

I have written, till my fingers are 
quite cramped, and ſuppoſe by this time, 
you are pretty well tired of reading; I 
ſhall therefore conclude, with ſubſcribing 
myiclt, 

Ever your's, 
HARRIET AUEREY. 


83 L E T- 
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LETTER XLVIL 


MISS FANCOURT 
| „ 
LADY CAROLINE SEYMOUR. 


\ \ SEL | Bloom Grove, 
ILL my dear Lady Caroline, fa- 
vour me with her company on a certain 
awful occaſion: indeed my dear, if you 
refuſe me, I know not how I ſhal] be- 
have, (very fooliſh 1 am afraid at any 
rate), but in having you here, I think [ 
' ſhould give up my liberty with a better 
Roe. 
Next Wedneſday, is the time fixed 
on, oh mercy ! only four days, till 1 
muſt pronounce thoſe awful words, love, 
honor, and obey. If you have the re- 
gard for me, you have always flattered 
me with, I am ſenſible you will not re- 
_ fuſe my requeſt; much of my happineſs 
depends on your being preſent: there- 


tore my dear Caroline, do not deny me, 
but 


but kindly comply with the requeſt of 
your 's, (for the laſt time), 
MARIA FANCOURT; 


My father, and Mr. Beverley, deſire 
their compliments. 


LETTER AEM 


LADY CAROLINE SEYMOUR, 
| 1 0 
MISS FAN COURT 


5 Seymour Abbey. 
Il Received your letter, my ſweet 
friend, an hour ago, and will be with 
you, as ſoon as poſſible: : but muſt beg, 
you will give me leave to return ar the 
end of eight days, as my promiſe is ab- 
ſolutely given, to be at Seymour Abbey 
at that time: excuſe the ſhortneſs of this, 
as Lord Frederick Villers, is waiting to 


ice me, before he goes to his brother” „ 
'G 4 | the 
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"| the Duke of N, who it is thought, 


will not hive many days, and the amiable 
Lord Frederick, thinks he cannot give 
him too much of his company, as it 
ſeems to be the only ſatisfaction he is 
now capable of receiving: if he dies, 
(and it is not probable he will recover), 
Lord Frederick comes in for the title, 
and eſtate, and that he may make a right 
ule of them, 18 che ſincere wiſh of your 

CAROLINE, 


I ſhall be with you, almoſt as ſoon ag 
this, till then, my beloved Maria, adicu, 


LETTER XLIX. 


LORD SUMMERS 
TO 
3 S E DLE Y, EQ 


New Bond. ſircet. 
ned from Lord Enſdon's, (where 


; 1 have been on a viſit for a week), N 
ew 
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a few hours ago, and have already had 
a viſit from Fancourt : he came, he faid, 
to enquire if I had reſumed my former 
ſpirits, by wandering amidſt lonely 
woods, and purling ſtreams, but, added 


he, 


« Muſic has charms to ſooth a ſavage breaſt, 
& To ſoften rocks, or bend a knotted oak: 


therefore, I inſiſt you try its efficacy, 
and accompany me to the Opera, this 


evening. 


I gave my word, and he left me, pro- 
miſing to call on me, in his new carriage, 
the moſt elegant, he tells me, in town: 
his ſiſter, the amiable Maria, is married, 
to a man of her own chuſing: it ſeems 
they have long been artached to each 
other, though unknown, (till very lately), 
Fancourt tells 


to any but themſelves. 


me, it is quite with Sir William's ap- 
probation; may heaven ſhower down, 
its choicelt bleſſing on them, and make 
them as happy as | wiſh them. 

I muſt relinquiſh my pen, for I have 
ſo violent a head ach, I can no longer 
continue writing: but perhaps I may 
finiſh this epiſtle at my return. 
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This moment come home, and ſet 
down to give you an account, of the 
tranſactions of the evening: in ſhort, 
my feelings have received ſuch a ſhock, 
that L know not if ever | ſhall get the 
better of it: is it not very ſtrange, I can 
never ſtir a ſtep in London, without 
meeting, that fallen angel, Ellen Sidney; 
but to my ſtory. 

Fancourt called on me at the appointed 
time, in his new carriage: I did not 
make him wait, and we inſtantly pro- 
ceeded, when juſt as we turned the cor- 
ner of —— ſtreet, it drove violently 
againſt a hackney coach, and tore off ore 
of the wheels: I called to the coachman 
to ſtop, and we both got out, hoping 
to be of ſome ſervice, to \ the perſons, th ar 
were on the inſide: I opened the dor, 
and picked a lady, from the bottom of 
it, (Who had fainted away), and running 
into a ſhop with her, begged a woman 
that was ſitting in it, to give me ſome 
water for the lady; ſhe Inſtantly ſhewed 
us into a room, at the. back of the ſhop. 


and then ran, both for water and candl es: 
in 
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in the mean time, I had laid the lady on 
a ſettce, but judge my aſtoniſnment, on 
the arrival of candles, to find it no other 
than Miſs Sidney; ſhe was almoſt co- 
vered with blood, having ſtruck her 
noſe againſt the ſide of che carriage as 
ſhe fell to the bottom; I begged of 
ſomebody to run for a ſurgeon, not 
knowing how much ſhe might be hurt, 
indeed I was almoſt diſtracted, for fear 
ſhe ſhould die. 
While I waited with the otmoſt impa- N 
tience for a ſurgeon, Fancourt entered 
with a gentleman, who I inſtantly re- 
collected, was the perſon I have always 
ſeen with Miss Sidney, ſince her leaving 
Maple Vale, namely, Captain Brenville, 
How are you? my dear creature, cried he, 
as he approached her, bat ſeeing her life- 
leſs, exclaimed—has no one been. ſent 
tor, to her? at the ſame time kneeling 
by her ſide, and giving me a Jook of 
enquiry, as much as to ſay, who are you. 
I took no notice, only ſaid, ſomebody 
had been ſent for, who would be here 
inſtantly. | 
I am greatly obliged to you, anſwered 
he, for giving yourſelf ſo much trouble, 
but 
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but! will now if you pleaſe, take care of 
this lady myſelf. 

I replied, I ſhould ſtay no longer, 
than to hear, if there was any danger 
apprehended from her fall. 

He ſaid, my politeneſs was very trou- 
bleſome, and he could not think what 
right I had, to intrude myſelf on that 
lady, who was under his protection, and 
he muſt infiſt on my leaving them. 

Fancourt interfered, thinking a quar- 
rel, was likely to enſue, and after having 
reproached Captain Brenville, with his 
ungentlemanlike behaviour, hurried me 
out of the room, and pulled me with 
him almoſt by main force, ſo irritated 
was I againſt him, that had it not been 
for Fancourt, I would have kicked him. 
into the ſtreet. 

When we came to the door, I had the 
precaution to aſk the coachman, that 
drove them, where he took them up. He 
mentioned a houſe, in the vicinity of 
St. James's, where the moſt infamous, of 
both ſexes are received: adding with à 
curſe, that he had waited for them up- 
warcis of two hours, 
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After this intelligence, you may be 
fure I did not go to the Opera, but re- 
turned home with Fancourt, who I verily 
believe, pitied me from his foul: he 
told me, that he met Miſs Sidney, when 
firſt he came to town, one day in the 
park with a very pretty woman, and a 
gentleman, but who they either of them 
were, Fancourt could not tell, only that 
be is ſure, it was not the ſame perſon 
that was with her to-night. 

Poor depraved Ellen. I ſometimes 
think of writing to her, and adviſe her to 
return again to the paths of virtue; if I 
could find out where ſhe lived, I would 
ſend her a letter, and offer her a ſettle- 
ment of two hundred ayear, on condition 
of her retiring into the country, and 
boarding with ſome creditable family. 

Adieu Sedley. I will inſtantly ſet 
about penning a letter to her, and I pray 
God it may have the deſired effect. 


Your's, 


8 
. 


= 
8 


ö 


SUMMERS, 


L E- T. 
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LETTER L. 


CHARLES BEVERLEY, Fee: 
TY T9 - 


LOR D FREDE RICK VILLERS. 


| Maitland Place. 

Fo Wedneſday, Frederick, was 
the auſpicious day. that gave me my 
Maria: a day, for ever to be remem- 
bered by me. You. perhaps think it 
ſtrange, that a man after being married 
a week, ſhould yet continue to talk with 
rapture of his wedding day: it is even 
ſo, Villers, and your friend has quite 
commenced Benedict, the married man : 
but methinks I hear you ſay, why docs 
not this filly fellow, give me ſome ac- 
count of his wedding; I. have a great 
mind to puniſh you, for not attending, 
propria perſonæ, but not to be too ſe- 
vere, I will let you into our manœuvres. 
Tou muſt ſuppoſe me ſetting out, to 
Bloom Grove, to conduct my lovely 

Marta, to the altar: ſhe wiſhed, as every 


woman of delicacy muſt, to have our 
nuptials, 


nuptials, as private, as * there- 
fore, only Lady Linley, and Sir Foſter 


Binmore's family, were invited: (Fan- 


court came from town, to be preſent at 
the ceremony, but left us again, next 
day), the ceremony was performed, by 
the Rev. Mr. Fielding : my Maria be- 
haved better on the Whole, than I ex- 


pected: Sir Foiler Binmore had the ho- 


nor of giving her away, and Lady Caro- 
line, was bride's maid. 

We have been at Sir William's ever 
fince, and as he ſeems unwilling to part 
with his daughter, J have prevailed on 
him to live entirely with us, at Mait- 
land Place, which he intends doing, and 
means next month, to give up Bloom 
Grove, and two thouſand a year to Fan- 
court; he has been equally generous to 

my Maria, having preſented her, with all 
her mothe:” 8 jewels, which are very 


handſome, and five thouſand pounds for 


her on uſe entirely. 

Lady Caroline leaves us to-morrow: 
believe ſhe is impatient to ſee you; I 
am not at all diſplcaſed, (as you ſeemed 
to imagine, I ſhould be), at your abſent- 
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ing yourſelf, your attendance on a dying 
brother, is a ſufficient excuſe, 

Adieu. I ſee my Maria, walking in 
the garden by herſelf, and not another 
| Hine would J write for a kingdom. 
 Your's in haſte, 

CHARLES BEVERLEY. 


LBTTHEE-12:* 


MISS SIDNEY 
T O 
MIss BERTIE 


O TE Berkley Juart. 
Oh! my Laura, the anxiety I have en- 
dured this week paſt, is beyond deſcłip- 
tion: poor Mrs. Stanhope is now no 
more ! her ſorrows are over, and ſhe is 
now, I doubt not, in the realms of bliſs. 
I have been with her every hour for 
theſe two days, and yeſterday ſhe breath- 
ed her laſt in my arms, earneſtly recom- 
mending 
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mending her dear little infant, to my 
Care: - Ex 

I have given orders for her funeral, 
and have defired it may be as plain as 


poſſible, for alas my Laura, I have it. 


not in my power to diſcharge the ex- 


pences of a coſtly one: I have provided 
a nurſe for the poor little orphan, who. 


has promiſed to take the utmoſt care of 
her: | am to pay, rather more than I 
can well ſpare, but not for the world 
vould I neglect a truſt of ſuch a ſacred 
nature; a tiutt,that was bequeathed to me 
by her dying mother, together with the 
pictures of herſelf, and huſband : but to 
quit this melancholy ſubject. | 
As ſoon as I returned to Berkley ſquare, 
I ran into Lady Mary's dreſſing room, 
to inform her of the death of Mrs, Stan- 
hope; I there found Lady Harriet Au- 


brey, a lady who is very kind to me, 


and is much in Berkley ſquare: I related 
to her part of Mrs. Stanhope's hiſtory, 
which had ſuch an effect on her, that ſhe 
inſiſted on my accepting five guineas to- 
wards the expences of the funeral: Lady 
Mary, induced by her example, gave 
the like tum, and was much ſurprized 
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to. hear me fay, I had got a nurſe for 


the child, and adviſed me by all means 


to ſend the brat to the pariſh. 
She then informed me, ſhe was going 


to the maſquerade, and inſiſted on my at- 


tending her. - It was in vain I pleaded 
the recent death of Mrs. Stanhope, and 
how very unfit I was for mixing in com- 
pany, till I recover my uſual ſpirits; in 
ſhort, no excuſe I could frame would do, 
for go I muſt. 

I Tetired to my apartment drowned in 
tears, exceedingly ſhocked at Lady 


Mary's inhumanity, in thus forcing me 


abroad, when my lorrows were ſo very 
acute; | had not been there long, before 
1 heard ſome body Wy at my door, T im- 
mediately opened it, and to my very 
great ſurprize, I found it was Lady Har- 
riet Aubrey. 

I am come, my dear Miſs Sidney, 
ſaid her Ladyſhip, to make a propoſal to 
you, which 1 flatter myſelf will be agree- 
able: you ſeem, added ſhe, to be very 
averſe to going to the maſquerade this 
evening, therefore if you have not any 
objection, I will go in your place, and 


as I am much about your height, and 


ſhape, 


” 
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ſhape, Lady Mary, will never find out 
the deception, and if ſhe ſhould, I can 
eaſily laugh it off as a frolic of mine. 
I did not think it a bad propoſal, 
therefore gladly accepted it; we ſent for 
Mrs. Ellis, who was let into the ſecret, 
and promiſed to conduct Lady Harriet, 
and her woman, into my apartment 
when they came, (for ſhe was to come 
| here to dreſs). Every thing anſwered 
as well as we could with : Lady Harriet 
appeared as à flower girl, and Lady 
Mary, as a ſultana; the latter was very 
well pleaſed at my ſuppoſed attendance, 
and being in high good humour, gave the 
ſuppoſed Ellen leave to retire, imme- 
diately on her return home. 
Lady Harriet, juſt came up to wiſh 
me a good night, and then ſtepped into 
a chair; that Fllis had in waiting for her. 
I called this morning to thank her, 
but ſhe would not accept of my acknow- 
ledgements, ſay ing, that ſhe had pleaſed 
herſelf more than ſhe had obliged me: 
from her houſe, I went to viſit my little 
ward, ſhe looked very happy, and ſeemed 
unconſcious of the loſs ſhe has ſuſtained. 
I muſt 
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TI muſt now, my dear Laura, take 
leave of you, as this is my uſuathour 
of attending Lady Mary: write to me 


ſoon, and believe me, 


Your's as much as ever, 
ELLEN SIDNEY, 


f 


LETTER III. 


LADY HARRIET AUBREY 
=P 0 TW-K 
HON, MISS WALDGRAVE 


M ME | All emarle-ftreet. 
yr ſchemes, my dear Sophy, ſuc— 
ceed even better than I could wiſh, not 


better than I could with neither, but 


better than I could poſſibly have expected. 
You are to know, Ellen Sidney was filly 
enough to let me go to the maſquerade, 
with Lady Mary Winterford, and the 
beſt of the joke was, that 1 was to per- 
ſonate herſelf, 

| We 


— 
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: - 


We had hardly entered the rooms, 
before a hermit paſſed us, {I ſhould have 
told you that Brenville had his maſk off 
at the time), and followed us about for 
a great while; J gueſſed it could be no 
other, than Lord Summers: therefore 
giving Brenvilie the hint, he ſpoke to 
me in a very free manner by the name 
of Sidney: the beauty of my dreſs drew 
ſeveral about me, among the reſt, Lord 
Millbank, and Sir Charles Hartly: 1 
was not at all ſhy, but received their 
overtures with a very good grace, and 
flirted with all the male creatures that 
came near enough to ſpeak to me; 
though I took care, no one ſhould know 


me, either in my real or feigned charac- 


ter, but the hermit z who by the pettiſh 
anſwers he gave ſome maſks, that pre- 
vented his following me, plainly evinced 
I was not out in my conjecture: at 
length he came up to me, and taking my 
hand, begged I would allow him the 
liberty of 1peaking a few words to me. 
Jaſſented, and he led me to the other 
end of the room, where we ſhould be 


leſs liable to obſervation: then giving 
me a letter, ſpoke to this effect. I beg 
Mn | 
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Madam, you will read the contents of 
this with attention, and let me know 
your ſentiments of it, by a line, directed 
as the encloſed will inform you: how 
happy, added he, ſhould I be, if my ad- 
W vice has any effect, in reclaiming one, 
= who I once thought, was without a fault. 
W So ſaying, he led me back to my party, 
and then left me. 

I ſoon after complained of being tired, 
and Lady Mary conſented to Teturn 


| home: as ſoon as we got there, Cap- 


tain Brenville whiſpered her Ladyſhip, 
to let me retire, which ſhe immediately 
did; | then ran up to Miſs Sidney, to 


tell her the deception was not diſcovered, 


and wiſhing her a good night, ſtepped 
into a chair, which my ſervant had in 
waiting. 

ben I came home, I immediately 

went up to my dreſſing room, ſo eager 
was I to perule the letter Lord Summers | 
had put into my hands; this is the exact 
copy of it, and likewiſe of my anſwer, 
which for fear of a diſcovery, I made 
my woman copy, and ſent what ſhe had 
written to his Lordſhip, but this 1s the 
letter, therefore I pray you attend. 


LORD 


. 


of 
| 
1 


MAPLE VALE. 143 


—mm . 
* ce - 1 * mung 
AA ee 


— — — — 
©. * -1 _— ws 
= * 2 2 pore. 2 hors — — 


LORD SUMMERS TO MISS SIDNEY, 


— — ——_ 
— en 
ä 
* s » 
rg ode, BY. 


* 


MADAXM, 


I take the liberty of addreſſing you 
on a ſubject, which requires the greateſt 
delicacy, but conſcious of the rectitude 
of my intentions, I will not fear the re- 
marks of criticiſm. 

It is with the greateſt pain, I have 
lately obſerved you, to deviate from 
that feminine delicacy, and reſerve, 
which is ſo amiable in a young lady, and 
which I once thought, Miſs Sidney ſo 
eminently poſſefled : 1 have more than 
once known perſons, who have been 
driven through poverty, 1nto fituations, 
which their very ſoul abhors ; if that is 
your caſe, oh ſuffer me to put forth my 
hand, and fave you from the dreadful 
precipice, over which you hang: I have 
an eſtate in Shropſhire, which brings in 
upwards of two hundred a year, which 
if you will accept of, and agree to live 
on it, with your mother, 1 will inſtantly 
have the neceſſary writings drawn up, 
and will reſign all right, and title to it, 
Lor your's, and your mother's life. 
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I beg I may not be deemed imperti- 
nent, for interfering in your affairs ; be- 
lieve me Madam, I ſhould not have 
given you this trouble, had I not had 
your welfare at heart. 

I know not where to addreſs this, fo 
ſhall carry it about me, till I have the 
pleaſure of ſeeing you. 

I remain Madam, 


your very humble ſervant, 
SUMMERSs 


Aline addreſſed to me, at the Bedford 
Coffee-houſe, will come ſafe to hand. 


This is the anſwer. 


MY LORD, | | 

— To ſay I received your letter, 
would be needleſs, as you put it into 
my own hands: how then ſhall J begin 
to anſwer your very ſtrange epiſtle? and 
has your Lordſhip then, ſo very little 
penetration, as to have been deceived by 
my demure behaviour at Maple Vale: it 
was put on, merely to anſwer a purpoſe, 
which did not ſucceed, and fo there's an 

= Wd 
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end of it: and ſo your Lordſhip would 
have me, for the paltry ſum of two hun- 
dred a year, and a houſe in the country, 
give up ſix, and all the dear delightful 
pleaſures of London: indeed, indeed, 
you are much miſtaken, in ſuppoſing I 
could leave town, at this ſeaſon of the 
year at any rate : however I am obliged 
to you, for your offer, and had it been 
ten, or twenty years hence, I perhaps 
might have accepted it. 

I muſt beg your Lordſhip's pardon, 
for concluding rather abruptly, but hav- 
ing two or three beaux, waiting to attend 
me to an auction, muſt be my apology. 
Your humble ſervant, 

„ 


There's for you, Sophy; did you 
think I was ſuch an expert hand at an- 
ſwering other perſon's letters? I did not 
even ſuppoſe it myſelf, till I tried. Now 
perhaps you will wonder, how I found 
ont, that the lived demurely at Maple 
Vale: why child ! 1 had it from Mr, 
Fancourt, who told me that her mother 


and ſelf, lived very retired there, in a 
” FOL+ It. 's ih. {mall 
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{mall houſe, and ſaw very little com- 
pany, owing to the narrowneſs of their 
income: but I ſuppoſe you are tired of 
this ſubject ; I aſſure you I am, and when 
Lord Summers receives the anſwer to 
his high flown epiſtle, I am much miſta- 
ken if he is not ſick of the girl alſo. Adieu 
Sophy, T 

| Your's ever, 

' HARRIET AUBREY, 


LETTER Lil 


LORD SUMMERS 
| T 0 
EDWARD SEDLEY, Es 


* ef | | Mea Bond ſtreet. 
HAVE ſomewhere read, that it 15 
not poſſible to love thoſe, whom we can- 
not eſteem : alas! I am fatally convinced 
of the fallacy of this doctrine; 1 am 
aſhamed to own, even to you + 
| 14 
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that (in ſpite of the 2 proofs, 
of Miſs Sidney's unworthinels), I cannot 
help feeling myſelf intereſted, in the 
moſt trifling things that concern her. 
Yeſterday morning, as IJ was walking 
along a narrow ſtreet, in the ſkirts of 
the town, -I ſaw Miſs Sidney come out 
of a mean looking houſe : ſhe was very 
plainly dreſſed, and looked to have all 
that native innocence, and ſimplicity, 
which firſt caught my unguarded heart: 
ſhe lifted up her head, as the paſſed, and 
I involuntarily made her a low bow, ſhe 
returned it, with a flight curtſey, and 
hurried away, evidently much confuſed. 
I know not for why, but I could not 
reſiſt the earneſt- defire I had to know 
her buſineſs, in that obſcure part of the 
town: I was debating with myſelf how 
I could poſſibly find it out, when a 
thought came into my head, to beg leave 
to wait for a perſon, who I faid had ap- 
pointed to meet me thereabouts ; the 
good woman, ſaid, I was welcome to 
ſtay there as long as I pleaſed, and at 
the ſame time gave me a {eat : ſeveral 
children were playing about the room, 
but one in particular, (that was in the 
H 2a: woman's 
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woman's. arms), drew my attention: 1 


- 


enquired if they were all her children, 
ſhe anſwered yes Sir, they are all mine, 
but this one, (preſenting the little che- 
rub ſhe had in her arms), and I love 
her all the ſame as if ſhe was my own; 
poor little baby, added ſhe, ſhe has no 
parents, at leaſt none that wall acknow- 
ledge her. 

How ſo nurſe, ſaid TI, ſurely if ſhe 
has any relations, they muſt be proud of 


fo lovely a child. 


Why really Sir, replied ſhe, I don't 


know much about it myſelf: it was a 


mighty pretty lady, that brought my 
little Louiſa here, only three weeks ago, 
and told me ſhe would take care to ray 
me for the. nurſing of it, for its parents 
were both dead, and had left the care 
of it to her: and indeed Sir ſhe is very 
good, for ſhe has been every day to ſee 


it, and I cannot ſometimes help think- 


ing, that ſhe is more nearly related to it, 
than ſhe cares to own ; for ſhe takes it 
in her arms, and calls it her dear child, 

arid. cries over it, and ſays how forty he 
is, ſhe has it not in her Power to provide 


better for it. 
J inter- 
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I interrupted nurſe, by enquiring if 
that was the lady I met coming out 
her houſe, as I came in, ſhe cafwvered: 
in the affirmative : I now thought I had 
heard enough, therefore told the woman, 
that I was tired of waiting for the perſon 
expected, and would walk on. 

Well Sedley, what am I to think of 
Miſs Sidney now? never will I again 
truſt to outward appearances, fure no- 
thing could ſeem more innocent, than 
her whole deportment was when firſt 1 
became acquainted with her; but ſhe 
confeſſed in her anſwer to my letter, 
(which if you remember I ſent you a 
copy of), that it, was to anſwer ſome 
end; I recollect a ſpeech of Miſs Har- 
9 8. to this effect: 

* You are all of you, vaſtly fond of 
Mig Sidney, but for all her demure be- 
haviour, { fancy ſhe is no better than 
other folks.” f : 

At that time, I thought it only an en- 
vious ſpeech, but now 1 think that ſhe. 
knew ſomething of her real character, or 
elle, that ſhe was a moſt excellent phy- 
ſiognomiſt: I am amazed, when I re- 

collect che abhorrence ſhe uſed to ex- 
| H 3 PpPreſs 
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preſs to every kind of vice. Heavens! 
I ſometimes think, that in ſpite of ap- 
pearances ſhe muſt be innocent; yet no, 
how can it be, when ſhe herſelf ſeems 
ſo well ſatisfied with her way of life. 

1 have had a letter from my father: 
he ſays he has not been well, and con— 
cludes with ſaying, he hopes Lam not 
{o much averſe to matrimony as uſual, 
but will give him the pleaſure of ſeeing 
me married before he dies, that the title 
and eſtate, may not go to a diſtant branch 
of the family, with whom he 1s utterly 
unacquainted. What can I do? Iſhould 
think myſelf highly ungenerous to offer 
my hand to any woman, in the preſent 
ſtate of my heart: there are many very 
amiable women I. could mention, but 
alas! I know not one, I could really 
hike to paſs my life with: it has ever 
been my ſtudy, to do every thing in my 
power to make my father happy, but in 
this inſtance, I think I cannot oblige 
him: I was ever of opinion, that we 
can love but once, and if we are ſo un- 
fortunate as to loſe the object of our firſt 
affections by death, or otherwiſe, we 


may perhaps meet with another, who we 
| . can 
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can eſteem, and like, but how poor a re- 
turn is that ro one, who perhaps gives 
you her tendereſt beſt affections. 

Harry Fancourt is in town, all life 
and ſpirits : I believe he is at laſt caught 
in Cupid's ſnares : he is in excellent hu- 
mour, as Sir William has greatly enlarged 


his allowance. Lady Emily 1s as lively 


as himſelf, they ſeem made for each other. 
] haiten to conclude, believing you 
mult be tired of this ſcrawl: remember 
me with proper reſpect, to the family at 
Moreton Lodge. 
Your's ſincerely, 
| SUMMERS. 
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LETTEE LIV; 


MISS SIDNEY 
5 T0 
MISS el 


1 Berkley ſquare. 
T is fo eue to write to my dear 


Laura, that I take up my pen mechani- 
_ cally, though I have not any thing to 
ſay, without it is, to repeat the old ſtory 
of my grievances: I really think, I 
ſhall never have any thing elſe to write 
about; I ſhould, comparatively ſpeak- 
ing, lead a happy life, was 1t not for that 
telzing, diſagrecable wretch, Captain 
Brenville; he is my conſtant plague, and 
his behaviour is 1mpertinent to the laſt 
degree : indeed I have been obliged to 
tell him ſo often, but it is all in vain, 
particularly when we are in public places 
together, which diſtreſſes me ſo much, 
that I know not which way to look, and 
he is ſuch a favourite with Lady Mar Ys 
that we ſeldom go. any where without 


him. 
Miſs 
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Miſs Greville has left town, but her 
place is pretty well ſupplied, by Lady 
Harriet Aubrey, who is really very kind 
to me: ſhe came this afternoon, and 
told me, as ſhe knew Lady Mary was 


one to Court, and after that was to vitit, 


which would take her from home, the 
remaining part of the day, the had 
brought her netting, and was come to 


fit with me: I was much obliged to her, 


for her attention, for I meet with ſo few 
that think it right to take any notice of 
a dependent, that it is doubly Kind in 
her. I cannot imagine, how Lady Har- 
riet came to know, I had ever been ac- 
quainted with Lord Summers; but the 
began the converlation by mentioning 
him: my dear Sidney, faid ſhe, I have 

had a vitit from an old acquaintance of 

your s, can you gueſs who. 

No indeed, replied I, unleſs it was 
Miſs Greville, 7 1 thought ſhe had 
been in the country. 

No child, continued hit: it was not 
any Mils, but a very ſmart beau. 

Then 1 am ſure, cried J, I cannot 
guels, for I am not acquainted with any. 
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W ell then, what will you give me to 
tell you, for 1 lee you are dying with 
curioſity. 

Not much, ſaid 1 for 1 don't think it 
can be of any conſequence to me. 

You are very provoking, anſwered 
ſhe. I thought to have put your inven- 
tion to the ſtretch, and inſtead of being 
eager to. know, as I expected, you are as 
cool as can be: but however I muſt tell 
you at laſt, and ſo my dear, it was I or 
Summers. Good heavens! is there any 
thing ſo frightful in the ſound of his 
name, as to make you change colour fo 
inſtantaneouſly ? 

You may be ſure Laura, her obferv- 
ing it, made me bluth {till more. I ſaid 
a pain in my fide was the cauſe of it. 

You are right Ellen, the Pain is in 
your left ſide, is it not, juſt bus, 
laying her hand to her heart, and ſurvey- 
ing me, with the moſt ſcrutinizing at- 
tention: 1 find, added ſhe, there is ſome 
. truth in what I have been told, about 
Lord Summers, and you, having a pen 
chant for each other; but pray my dear, 
What is the reaſon of your preſent cool- 


nels? never ſce him here, and yet he 
has 
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has been in town ſome time; no wonder 
you uſe poor Brenville ſo hardly, Lord 
Summers is certainly a much more 
pleaſing man, independent of his title 
and eſtate. 

She was (till going on, bur I ſtopped 
her by ſaying, ſhe muſt have been mifin- 
formed, for I now had not the ſmalleſt 
acquaintance with Lord Summers. 

But that is not laying, you never had, 
looking archly at me. 

I have no reaſon, rejoined I, to with 
to conceal, that he once did viſit us at 
Miaiple Vale, with his relations, Sir Wil- 
ham Fancourt, and family, but fince we 
have left that place, I have hardly ſeen 
him, and then only in public places. 

Vell, well, child, replied her Lady- 
ſhip, I ſee you won't confels, therefore 
I will not teize you with any more queſ- 
tions about the matter. 

She ſoon after took her leave, and for 
the firſt time ſince I have known her, I 
was glad to get rid of her. 

My little charge is well, and comes 
on charmingly; I go to ſee her every 
morning, before Lady Mary riſes; and 


as I was coming out of the nurſe's two 
days 


8 
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days ago, Lord Summers paſſed me, 
made a ſlight bow, and hurried on: I 
was much ſurpriſed next morning, to 
hear from nurſe, that a gentleman had 
been there, juſt after J left the houſe, 
(who from her deſcription, I knew to be 
Lord Summers), and finding my little 
Louiſa was an orphan, had lett two gui- 
neas with nurſe, which he deſired the 
would lay out for her uſe. 
My mother often enquires after you: 
he is but poorly, though ſhe keeps up 
her ſpirits much better than 1 ever ex- 
pected: I always take care to be very 
chearful, when J am with her, and the 
thinks I am very happy: ſhe has ſorrows 
enough, without my adding to them „by 
unneceſſary complainings. 

I find Lady Mary expects me, chere 


fore I muſt bid you adieu. 
ELLEN SIDNEY» 


L E T- 
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LETTER LV. 


Mx. FANC OU RT 


TO THE 


MARQUIS DE ROSEVILLE: 


| Sackwille ſtreet. 
1 Received your letter, my dear Mar- 
quis, only yeſterday, and am happy to 
congratulate you, on being in poſſeſſion 
of your long expected title, and eſtate : 
your uncle you ſay, died immenſely rich, 
for my part, I am not at all ſurpriſed at 
it, you know he was fo avaricious, he 
would hardly allow himſelf the neceſſa- 
ries of life, and I have not a doubt, but 
could he have converted his eſtate, into 
cath, he would have had it buried with 
him, and his nephew would not have 
been at all the better for it. 
Jou ſſce I am become quite a "ITY 
iſt, aſk me the reaſon, and 1 will tell 


you, that the bright black eyes, of Lady is 


Emily Coventry, have wrought this 
change in your once volatile, now ſerious 


friend : 1 think 1 before informed you, 
that 
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that my ſiſter was married to a Mr. Be- 
verley, a gentleman of good fortune, 

in the vicinity of Bloom Grove: my fa- 
ther is gone to live with them, and has 
generouſly given me Bloom Grove, with 
two thouſand a year; there's a generous 
old boy for you, had your uncle done as 
much, you would not have prayed ſo 
heartily, for his removal to a better 
|- world : but enough of this ſubject, I 
| muſt now talk a little of my own affairs, 

In the firſt place Dubois, I ſuppoſe 
you enquire, if J have entirely forgot 
the beautiful Ellen Sidney. 1 anſwer 
not quite, but as I find Lord Summers, 
(who is upon the whole a worthy fellow), 
1s really attached to her, I have given 
up all thoughts, of making a conquelt 
in that quarter. 

You perhaps wiſh to know, if I mean 
to marry this ſame Lady Emily Coventry. 
I reply yes, if her Ladyſhip will conde- 
ſcend to take me for better, for worſe, 
and vanity whiſpers there is little doubt 
of her accepting, ſuch a charming fellow 
as your friend Harry Fancourt. 

I met with a droll adventure, (if fo it 


may be called), the other night; 1 went 
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to a maſquerade, and having loſt my 
party, was ſauntering about the room by 
myſelf, when a female fortune teller, ad- 
dreſſed me in the following manner. 
Good Sir, cried the, will you pleaſe te to 
have your fortune told. 
With all my heart, replicd J, at the 
ſame time holding out my hand, which 
ſhe examined very attentively for ſonie 
minutes, at length, looking me earneſtly 
in the face, ſhe exclaimed—lI find you 
are on the verge of matrimony, with a 
very amiable woman, you will have 
ſome difficulties to encounter, before that 
event takes place: but be of good cheer, 
you will have the accompliſhment of 
your wiſhes, though as I ſaid before, you 
will meet with ſome oppoſition from a 
relation of the lady's, but after ſome lit- 
tle trouble, and anxiety, every thing wilk 
be ſettled to your ſatisfaction. So ſay- 
ing, the hurried away, leaving me net 
a little ſurpriſed, at the Knowledge he 
ſcemed to have of my aftairs, 
Adieu. I have promiſed to attend Lady 
Emily in a promenade, and the time ſhe. 
axed, is ncatly, if not quite expired. 
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LETTER LVL. 


"EDWARD SEDLEY, Eg 
1 T O 


LORD SUMMERS 


| Role Mount. 
t Summers, I am quite an- 
gry with you, to think of troubling your 
head, any more about Ellen Sidney, 
when you have ſuch undoubted proofs 
of her levity, and miſconduct : ſhe ſurely, 
muſt have ſome very faſcinating powers: 
I am very glad I have never ſeen her, 
I ſhould abſolutely be afraid of truſting 
my eyes, to look upon her, now J find 
the effect they have had on your Lord- 
ſhip. The belt thing in my opinion you 
can do, is to follow Lord Belmont's ad- 
vice, and marry as ſoon as poſtible : you 
ſay it weuld be ungenerous, to marry 
any woman in the preſent ſtate of your 
heart; pho! pho! man, exert vourſelt, 
think how foolith it is, to cheriſh a pal- 
ſion for a woman, ſo every way unwor- 


thy: addreſs yourlelt to the firſt — 
| | an 
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and deſerving b you meet with, 
and I'll engage, you will ſoon forget that 
frail fair one: women of her ſtamp, are 
not calculated to make laſting impreſ- 
ſions: therefore, I muſt not hear any 
more of your ſilly objections; you ſay 
you know many amiable women, pitch 
upon one of them, and marry directly 
believe me, was I in your ſituation, it 
ſhould be the firſt thing I would do: if 
a widow 1s to your taſte, come to me, 
and I will introduce you to a very lovely 
one, with an immenſe fortune, entirely 
at her own diſpoſal: ſhe is lately come 
to reſide in our neighbourhood ; her late 
huſband was a Nabob, Sir George An- 
ville, you may have known him: his 
health was ſo much impaired by the un- 
healthineſs of the climate in the Eaſt, 
that hz died a very ſhort time after his 
return to England, leaving his widow, 
young, rich, and ſprightly: ſhe is very 
intimate with Maſs Bertie, and is really a 

very amiable lady 
Apropos of Mails Bertie; we are at pre- 
Tent on very good terms, and if nothing 
happens to prevent it, ſhall in a ſhort 
time, become votaries at the ſhrine of 
Tyne - 
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Hymen: I am well convinced, that in 


ſpite of her affected indifference, ſhe en- 


tertains a partiality, for a certain friend 
of yours; I will relate a ſmall incident 
that happened the other day, and leave 
you to judge whether I am right or not. 

I ſeldom omit calling every morning 
at Moreton Lodge ; but that day, hav- 
ing ſome buſineſs to tranſact quite ano- 
ther way, I put off my viſit, and went 
towards L——: I had crofled but a 
few fields, when my ears were ſaluted 
by a violent ſcreaming for help; I im- 
mediately ran towards the place the 
voice proceeded from, and found a little 
boy, who ran towards me, faying, oh 
do pray fave my mother, ſhe will be 
killed by that great ugly man. 

Where is ſhe, haſtily demanded I, 
catching the child by the hand, who led 


me to the ſpot: I happily prevented a 


ſtout ill looking fellow, from robbing a 2 
very decent dreſſed woman: I ſaluted 
his ſhoulders rather roughly, with a ſtrong 
cane which I happened to have in my 
hand, he felt the blow, and quickly turn- 


ing round, exclaimed, d——n you, who 


are you, and catching up a cudgel 1 
5 | ay 
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lay on the ground by him, ſtruck me 


violently on the head, and then made off. 


I was ſo ſtunned by the blow, that for 
ſome minutes I could not recover my- 
felt, but when I did, I enquired of the 


woman, who ſhe was, and where ſhe. 


lived. 
She ſaid ſhe was the ate of Lord 


G—h's gardener, and lived but a ſhort 
way off; that herſelf and ſon, were go- 
ing to ſce her huſband, who was at work 
in his Lordſhip's garden; that the man 
had followed her a great while, and upon 
her ſtopping to let him paſs, he had 
come up to her, and inſiſted on having 
what money ſhe had about her; which 
being two guineas, and ſome ſilver, ſhe 
pretended to be a long time finding it, 
in hopes {ſomebody might come by to 
her reſcue. 
I ſaw the woman ſafe to her own houſe, 
and then returned home, where I had 
not been long, before the pain in my 
head became fo troubleſome, that I could 
bardly ſupport myſelf: my faithful John, 
coming 1n to lay the cloth for dinner, 
ſeeing I looked ill, aſked me the realon, 
(you Know his long ſervices, has given 
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him a tie which to do him juſ- 
tice, he never abuſes), I told him the 
Whole affair. He ſhook his head, and 
ſaid, I ought to have ſome advice, and 
away he poſted for a ſurgeon, though I 
did not bw where he was gone, till he 
returned, and brought Mr. Sans with 
him, who alter bleeding me, and deſiring 
I would keep myſelf quiet, aſſured me 1 
ſhould not feel any inconvenience from 
the blow, in a day or two. 

John came in, immediately after he 
was gone, to know his. opinion of me, 
and likewiſe to beg me not to be dil- 
pleated with him, for going for Mr. 
Sans, without my knowledge. I told 
him, that far from being angry with 
him, I thought myſelf obliged by his 


attention. 


You are always very kind Sir; ſaid he, 
but I ſhould not forget to tell you, that 
T ſaw Miſs Bertie, (for I went through 
Mr. Bertie's g ounds, for ſhortneſs), and 
a ſweet good tempered young lady the 
is, and not above ſpeaking to a ſervant: 
well John, ſaid (he, how 1s your maſter, 
you ſeem to be in great haſte, is any 
thing che matter. | 9 
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Oh la Madam, faid I, that's what 1 
am, in very great haſte, indeed, for my 
poor maſter has met with a very ſad ac- 
cident, and I am going for Surgeon 
Sans; oh Sir, continued he, if you had 
but ſeen how ſhe changed en firſt 
white, and then red, and ſhe was forced 
to lean againſt a tree, to ſave herſelf from 
falling: at laſt ſhe ſaid, I hope he is not 
dangerouſly ill? _ 

hope not Madam, ſaid 1, but I muſt 
run away, and fo Sir away 1 went. 

He had ſcarce finiſhed ſpeaking, when 
Mr. Bertie was. announced : he entered 
the room with viſible impatience—Good 
heavens ! cried he, Mr. Sedley, has any 
thing been the matter with you : there's 
Laura at home, frightened to death, ſhe 
ſays one of your ſervants, was riding in 
great haſte for a ſurgeon, and ſaid you 
had met with an accident : ſhe was ex- 

ceedingly terrified, and would not be 
comforted, till J promiſed to come and 
enquire after your health, myſelf. 

I thanked him for the trouble he had 
taken, and then related the affair, briefly 
to him: and ſaid to convince him, I 
felt no inconvenience from the blow, I 

would 
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would if he pleaſed, attend him to More- 


ton Lodge, to drink tea with the ladies. 


By no means, cried he, as Mr. Sans 
has deſired you would keep yourſelf 
quiet, I beg you will follow his advice, 
and not think of going out, till he gives 
you leave; but, continued he, I muſt 


make haſte home, for Laura will be mi- 


ſerable till I return, He then took his 
leave, and as I feel no further inconve- 
nience from the blow on my head, I mean 
to ſpend part of the day at Moreton 
Lodge. My carriage is at the door, 
therefore you will 1 know excule me. 
Adieu. | | 
EDWARD SEDLEY, 


Oh! 4 had almoſt forgot, ſhall I ſend 
to the widow, or will you come yourlelt: ? 


LE T- 
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LETTER: Lv 


MISS SIDNEY 
T 0 
MISS BERTIE 


Berkley-/quare. 
I Cannot help thinking it an age, ſince 
I have heard from my deareſt Laura : 
this is the fourth letter I have written, 
and have not yet had a ſingle line in an- 
ſwer: what can be the reaſon ? indeed 
if I have any way offended you, I ſhall 
be miſerable : my Laura cannot ſurely 
have forgot her once loved Fllen, and 
like the common herd of worldly minded 
| beings, turned her back, when fortune 
no longer deigns to ſmile. 

What have I been ſaying, how could 
I (but for a moment), doubt my Laura's 
friendſhip ? will you forgive me my dear 
girl? for indeed my temper is quite al- 

tered; I hardly know what I ſay, it muſt 
indeed be ſtrangely changed, when 1 
could even conjecture ſuch a thing as an 
abatement in your friendſhip, which I 
| have 
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have always found conducive to the 


_ happineſs of my life. 


I amat preſent more than uſually low : 
would you believe Laura, that my mo- 
ther has introduced a gentleman to me ? 
and expects me to look upon him as 
my lover: methinks I ſee you ſmile, and 
hear you ſay, 1s the having a new lover 
then, the cauſe of all this uneaſineſs ? 
but alas! my dear, how is it poſſible for 
a perſon, who has loved Lord Summers, 
(indeed I may fay, ſtill loves hin), to 
think of any other man? I had once 
every reaſon to think myſelf beloved in 
return, but I am properly puniſhed, for 
my preſumption: vain, and fooliſh, as I 
was, to believe that a perſon of his rank, 


would ever look with other eyes, than 


thoſe of contempt, (or to ſoften the ex- 
preſſion, of pity), on ſuch an inſignificant 
being as myſelf. 
I fear you will think 1 have loſt my 
ſenſes, when you read this incoherent 
Jargon ; I otight to mention my lover 
to you, and I think it is high time, if J 


ſpeak of him at all. 


Mr. Middleton, is the only ſon of a 


yery rich merchant, who died not long 
| ſince, 
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ſince, and left him immenſe wealth: he 
has been a conſtant viſitor at my mo- 
ther's, for ſome time paſt, and has made 
me the moſt advantageous propoſals of 
marriage, in point of lettlements, &c. 
and my mother, contrary to her uſual 
way, almoſt inſiſts on my accepting 
them: ſhe ſays I can have no reaſonable 
objection to him, and if I refuſe him, 
it will be downright. caprice, as he is a 
man of the moſt unblemiſhed character, 
and indeed the reverſe in every ſhape, 
to the modern young men of faſhion : 
his perſon is remarkably handſome, and 
I really think, had I never ſeen Lord 
Summers, I ſhould have given Mr. Mid- 
dleton, the preference to any other man, 
have ſeen: I ſometimes think to lay 
open my whole heart to him, and then 


he will ſurely deſiſt from any further im- 


portunity, (ſhould I not be acting a moſt 
ungenerous part, were I to give my hand 
to Mr. Middleton, when my heart 1s in 
the poſſeſſion of another), and if after 
that, he ſtill perſiſts in his addreſſes, 1 
| ſhall no longer think him, that man of 
feeling, and delicacy, I now do; I find 
how wrong I have been, in keeping my 
Vor, II. 1 attach- 
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attachment to Lord Summers, a ſecret 


from my mother: I have concealed it 

ſo long now, that I am abſolutely aſhamed 
of revealing it: I had at firſt no other 
motive for concealment, but that J 
thought it would give her pain to know 
her Ellen was unhappy ; but better had 
it been for me, if I had from the firſt 
acquainted her with it, for I am poſitive, 
{he would not pertuade me to marry, it 
ſhe knew. the real ſtate of my heart : but 
it is now: too late to diſcloſe it, there- 
fore I ſhall not attempt it. I am apt to 


think, it will not be long before I (hall 


be freed from all my anxieties, and fol- 
low my dear father to the ſilent grave: 


my: conſtitution is certainly much | im- 


paired, every body obſerves my pallid 
looks, and I feel myſelf, far from well. 


«© Soon from it's beating toils my weary heart 
will ret.” 


Adieu dear 1 write ſoon, to your 


ſincere, though unhappy friend, 
E, SIDN EV. 


1 E . 
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LETTER LIVIN. 


Mas. SIDNEY 
T Oo 
Mas. HAMMOND. 


freer, 


AM 0 aſhamed, that I have 
not ſooner anſwered my dear Mrs, Ham- 
mond's letter; the true reaſon, was not 
having any thing to ſay; the fame rea- 
fon ſtill exiſts, but J will no longer de- 
prive myſelf of the pleaſure of having a 
little chat with a friend, I ſo highly eſteem, 
though my dull epiſtles are but a very 

Poor return for the agreeable letters I re- 
ceive from you. 

[ was very glad to hear of your ſafe 
arrival at Montpelier, and ſincerely hope, 
you will find your health the better, for 
the falutary air of that place: I almoſt 
repent, I did not inſiſt on Ellen's ac- 
companying you, for ſhe falls awa 
daily, and is I am ſure far from well: 
ſhe has a conſtrained chearfulneſs about 
her, whenever ſhe is with me, which 
12 perhaps 
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perhaps a leſs obſervant eye, might 
think was natural to her, but a fond, and 
anxious mother, is not ſo eaſily deceived : 
know the, goodneſs of her heart, is 
tuch, that ſhe would not give me a mo- 
ment's pain if ſhe could "avoid it; ſhe 
therefore hides from me the ſecret caule 
of her uneaſineſs, with the greateſt cau- 
tion; if J aſk her, why ſhe will not let 
me know what is the matter with her, 
her conſtant anſwer is, why will my mo- 
ther, not believe me, when I lo often 
repeat, I am perfectly well ? 
mentioned in my laſt, being ac- 
nainted with a Mr. Middleton : : he has 


often ſeen Ellen with me, and has taken 


ſo great a fancy to her, that he has of- 


fered her his hand; and fortune : but 


ſtrange to tell, ſhe has refuſed him : he 
applied to me for my intereſt with her, 
ſaying, that without Ellen, life would 
hardly be worth having ; he has gene- 
rouſly offered to ſettle, two thirds of his 
fortune, which I find 1s large, upon her. 
I told him, I was determined never to 
lay any reſtraint on her inclinations, but 
that J would uſe all my arguments, in 


his favour. | 
| He 
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He ſeemed fatisfied with my anſwer, 
and Ellen calling next morning, I took 
the opportunity "of ſpeaking to her in 
the following manner. After ſetting 


forth the generoſity of Mr. Middleton, 


in ſtriking colours, I aſked her, how ſhe 
could be To blind: to her own intereſt, 
as to refuſe ſo advantageous a propoſal. 
She rephed, ſhe was pertectly ſatisfl. ed 
with her preſent ſituation, and did not 
wiſh to change it. 

You may, continued I, be fatisfied 
now, but have you my Ellen, confiderec; 
bow very precarious your preſent ny 
tion is; you know the caprice of Lady 
Mary Winterford, may induce her, to 
turn you away before the week is over, 

though at this preſent time, ſhe is very 
fond of you; and then my dear girl, 
where could you go? while I am alive, 
you will never want a home, but you 
are ſenſible, that what little I have dies 
with me; and though many would call 
mae a young woman, yet in conſtitution, 
J am not by any means fo: I cannot 
therefore expect a long life: you will 


then be left without a friend, or protector, 


ang, be obliged to earn a ſmall pittance 
£3 tor 
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for your ſcanty ſupport : do my dear 
Ellen, confider all theſe things, and be 
aſſured, I would not be fo urgent, was 
I not convinced it would be for your 
advantage: I have made the minute 
enquiries into Mr, Middleton's charac- 
ter, which I find to be unexceptionable; 
in ſhort Ellen, he 1s an exemplary young 
man, and will not fail to make an amia- 
ble woman, happy : you may eaſily tup- 
pole, I am very anxious to fee you well 
provided for, and if you refuſe this ge- 
nerous propoſal of Mr. Middleton's, 3 
may never have another, at leaſt no 

half ſo advantageous : the young men 


of the preſent age, have ſo many ways 


of ſpending their money, that they can- 
not afford to marry a woman without a 


fortune: therefore my love, do be ex- 


plicit, and tell me what objection, you 
can poſſibly have to Mr. Middleton. 
She had been in tears all this while, 
but now the ſobbed aloud, and throwing 
her arms about my neck: was ſo vio- 
lently agitated, that J began to be fearful 
of the Tonſequences : 1 preficd her to 
my boſom, and begged her to tell me 
the caule of her extreme grief. Ry 
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As ſoon as ſhe could ſpeak, ſhe ſaid, 
my dear mother, I will do every thing 
vou defire me, heaven knows, I would 
rather die, than give you a moment's 
uneaſineſs, but I muſt have time, to 
bring myſelf ro think properly of Mer. 
Middleton, for it would be but a poor 
return, to give him cold eſteem, for the 
ardent paſſion he profetles to have for me. 

As ſhe ſpoke, the door opened, and 
who ſhould come 1n but the very perſon 


we were talking of: he ſeemed ſhocked 


to ſee my poor girl in rears, who really 
looked the picture of diſtreſs: he flew 
towards her, and taking her hand, kindly 
enquired what could have diſtreſſed her 
ſo. She attempted to ſmile, through 
her tears, and replied, my mother has 
affected me very much, ſhe has been 
telling me, ſhe ſhall not live long, and 
though I am not ſo filly as to ſuppole the 
can be always with me, yet I cannot 
even think of loſing her, without the 
ſincereſt regret. 

[ ſhall not attempt to tell you his an- 
3 ſuſtice it to ſay, it was worthy of 
um. 


14 Ellen's 
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Ellen's appearance, put me in mind, 
of the following lines from Young, that, 
Woman 1s, 


——*< So properly the object of affliction, 


© That Heaven is pleaſed to make diſtreſs become 
Her, and dreſſes her moſt amiable in tears.” 


She was ſoon afterwards obliged to 
return to Berkley- ſquare. Mr. Middle- 
ton attended her, therefore being alone, 
could not employ myſelf better, than 
by writing to my dear Mrs. Hammond : 
you will perhaps be ſurpriſed, that I 
ſhould ſo much preſs Ellen to marry, 
but I fear ſhe 1s ſtill attached to Lord 
Summers, and if ſhe was married to an 


amiable man, I am ſure ſhe has ſuch 
ſtrict notions of duty, that ſhe would do. 
every thing in her power, to baniſh him 


from her memory: I was therefore re- 
folved to uſe all my influence over her, 


to perſuade her to marry Mr. Middleton, 


though it almoſt broke my heart, to 


diſtreſs her; but if I could fee her hap- 
pily ſettled, I ſhould look forward with 
Joy to the hour, that would Join me to 
my dear Colonel Sidney; death would 


then be difarmed of his terrors, and | 
| | ſhould 
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ſhould look upon him, as a friendly meſ- 
ſenger, who is to convey me, to where, 
The wicked ceaſe from troubling, and 
the weary are at reſt.“ 

My paper warns me to leave off ſcrib- 
bling: I therefore conclude, with beſt 
wiſhes to all your family, and am, my 
dear Mrs. Hammond, 

Jour affectionate friend, 


CHARLOTTE SIDNEY. 


Ellen begs to be remembered, to Mis 
Hammond, — 


— 
LETTER LIX. 


MISS BERTIE 
T 0 
MISS SIDNEY 
Moreton Lodge, 


I FEAR my dear and much loved 
Ellen, will ſay, I have not profitted much 


13 by 
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by the advice ſhe gave me, in one of 
her letters, when J am juſt going to ac- 
quaint her, with a quarrel. I have ha 
with Sedley : but don't. condemn mc 
till you hear what I have to ſay, for | 
really cannot think myſelf at all to 
blame in this affair; but you ſhall judge. 

The morning J received your Jaſt ler- 
ter, I was ſo much affected, to hear of 
your being unhappy, that I wept my— 
{elf almoſt blind, and was fitting with | 

the letter in my hand, when the door 
opened, and in came Sedley. Good 
heavens ! my Laura, exclaimed he, what 
can be the reaſon of theſe tears? are you 
indiſpoſed ? : added he, pr eſſing my hand 
. 

I am not ill Sedley, replied I, but I 
have juſt had an account, of the unhap- 
pineſs, and ill health, of my deareſt 
triend, and I cannot help participating 
in her grief; 

Ch Ellen, it would take up too much 
time, to rell you half, the charming 
things he ſaid to comfort me; when he 

had talked me into better ſpirits, aud I 
had in ſome meaſure, reſumed my for- 


mer vivacity, he with ſome heſitation, 
| | requeſted 
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requeſted my acceptance of his picture, 
and begged to have mine in return. 
So ſaying, he preſcnted me with a ſmall 
caſe, on the inſide of which, was his 
miniature, (a very ſtriking Imenels), ſet 
round with brilhants: I thanked him 
for it, and added, he could not have 
given me any ching, [ ſhould have liked 
0 well. 

J wiſh Ellen, you could have ſeen, 
with what pleature, he liſtened to this 
ſpeech, 

How, cried he, ſhail I ever deſerve, 
this angelic cones ? 

In mort, my friend, was ] to repeat all 
the fine things he laid to me, you would 
juſtly imagine, that vanity was my ruling 
paſſion. 


A meſſage from my mother, ihe bas 


ſent for me, to walk with her. 


—— —ũ1. . — EA 
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I was prevented from finiſhing my 
letter, the fame day I began it, therc- 
fore, hope you will excule it. 

After Sedley was gone I reached ſume 
velvet, ani began to ew his picture on 


It, for a bracelet : my own picture, was 
likewiſe 
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likewiſe on the table, which I meant to 

have ſent to him, when my father call- 

ing me in a hurry, I left my work, 
: pictures and all on the table, and ha- 
| ſtened to him. I ftaid ſome time, but 
on my return, was much ſurprized, to 
find my own picture gone. I immedi- 
ately rang the bell, and enquired of all 
the ſervants, if any body had been in the 
parlour, during my abſence, which | am 
ſure, did not exceed half an hour, They 
all denied having ſeen any body, excepr 
one, who ſaid he taw a gentleman, go 
into the parlour, but he ſaid he did 
know who it could be, without it was 
Lord G—h. 

O thought I, if that wretch has he ad 
the aſſurance to take it, I ſuppoſe I ſhall 
never get it again: I declare I was to 
__ | fretted myſelf quite ſick about 

©: what can Sedley think of me, ſaid I 
myſelf, when he comes to hear that | 
; have given Lord G—h my picture, for 
I dare ſay it will be told him it was a gift 
of mine: he will then with reaſon. 
ſuppote, that G—h is my favourite, 
but that 1 find it convenient, to marry 


him, (Sedley). 3 
paſſed 
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I paſſed the remaining part of the 
day, with the like unpleaſant reflections; 
I] did not mention it to my father, or 


mother, though I have ſince thought, 


it would have been by far, the moſt pru- 
dent way of proceeding. | 

Towards the evening of the next day, 
as I was fitting in the drawing room, 
quite alone, (my father and mother, hav- 
ing gone out to drink tea), Sedley 
made his appearance; he feemed quite 
out of breath, and throwing himſelf into 
a chair, remained tor ſome minutes as if 
unable to ſpeak. All this while, I was 
looking at him loſt in ſurprize, at his 
unuſual behaviour; at laſt I broke fi- 
lence, by ſaying, for heaven's ſake Sed» 
ley what is the matter with you. 

O Laura, cried he, you know too 


well : but added he, I will no longer be 
your dupe, JI am come to take my final 


leave of you, and ſhall quit this part of 
the world to- morrow, perhaps for ever, 

Was it poſlible to think fo much art 
was concealed, under lo fair a face. 

la this manner he ran on, for a conſi- 


dcrable time, till at length, I thought. 


proper to interrupt him. 
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1 beg Sir, ſaid I, you will explain 
yourſelf, and give a reaſon for your 
very ſtrange proceeding, for it is quite 
a myſtery to me; I am certain, I have 
not given you cauſe, to treat me in this 
manner, I therefore repeat, I deſire you 
will pleaſe to explain yourſelf, and then 
you may reſt aſſured, I will not detain 


you one inſtant after. 


You amaze me, Madam, replied he, 
by aſking me to explain, what you 
yourſelf can be no ſtranger ro; did not 
you yeſterday, receive my picture, with 
apparent pleaſure; and did you not pro— 
miſe me yours, in return; when inſtead 
of giving it to me, did you not give it 
to Lord G—h, to a man, who IJ am 
ſure has very little regard for you, or he 
would not fo ſoon have expoled you; 
but though you have ſo baſcly jilted me, 


I perhaps ſhall not be able to give you 


up fo calily as I ought to do, but never 


will J put it in the power of any other 


woman, to uſe me in the manner you 
have done. 

I was all amazement, Ellen: I knew 
not what to ſay; that Lord G- h had 


my e, was evident. I acknow- 
led e 


ledge Gedley had ſome: grounds to be 


dilplea ed with me, but my pride was : 


too much hurt, to allow me, to ſpeak, 
and: I fat looking at Sedley, as if I was 
1 JL was 8 by his getting 
to leave the room, and laying, 
R Miſs Bertie, may you be hap- 


py with the man your heart approves; 


adieu, we now N cried he, to meet 
no more. : 

Stay Mr. Sedley, aid I, I will not Joon 
detain you, bur I think I ought to vin- 
dicate myſelf, from the many pretty aſ- 
perſions, you have been pleaſed to caſt 
on me. 

He N to his ſeat, and I related, 
as circumſtantially as I could, what you 
have already heard, and then riſing to 
ring the bell, I laid, I will ſend for 
Thomas, to confirm what ] have ſaid. 

There 1s. no occaſion replied he, fall- 
ing on his knees at my feet, I am per- 
fectly convinced of your innocence, but 
who could be otherwiie than convinced, 
when an angel ſpeaks: and on -pardon 
me, for ever ſuſpecting ſuch immaculate 


goodneſs. 
I am 
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I am determined, Sir, ſaid I, to go 


through with whar t have begun, ſo ſay- 


ing, F broke from him, and went to the 
door, where I met Thomas: ] put on a 


look of the utmoſt compoſure, (not be- 


ing willing to expoſe myſelf to the ſer- 
vants), and aſked him, whether, or not, 
Lord G—h, was at Moreton Lodge, 
yeſterday, 

He replied, he ſaw him enter the 
houſe, but that he did not ſtay long. 

iT then enquired, who let him in. 

He anſwered, he believed, he came in, 
without any one's ſeeing him, except the 
gardener and himſelf; he retired, after 
* this intelligence. 

] believe Secley heard not one word 
the fellow ſaid, for he ftood with his 
arms folded, ſeemingly loſt in thought. 
You ſee Sir, I have condeſcended to 
explain this affair, though do not flatter 
yourſelf I had any other motive in ſo 
doing, but to clear myſelf from thoſe 
ſuſpicions, you was plcaled to honor me 
with : and give me leave to add, that 


you have loſt your intereſt in a heart, 


that was once entirely your own, but ne- 


ver will I put myſelt in the power of any 
man, 


| 
| 
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man, who has dared to ſuſpect me guilty 
of ſuch duplicity; and the only requeſt 
] ſhall make you, is, that in future you 


will not trouble yourſelf to call any more 


at Moreton Lodge, for be aſſured, I 
ſhall always be denied to you. So fays 
ing, I flounced out of the room, in ſpite 
of his endeavours to detain me. In fact 


Ellen, I would not truſt myſelf to (tay, 


for I found I had almoſt exhauſted my 
ſtock of anger, and ſhould have been, 
very ſoon prevailed on, to forgive him : 
ſo J was willing to make my exit, while 
I could do it with eclat, for 1 had {0 
exerted myſelf, that it was with diffi- 
culty ] reached my chamber, and, when 
there, I was ſo overcome by a variety of 


contending paſſions, that I threw myſelf 


on the bed, in a ſtate of mind, more 
ealy to be conceived, than expreſſed. I 
will never ſpeak to him again, ſaid Pride, 
but then faid Love, ſhall not I puniſh 


_ mylelt, at leaſt as much as him: had he 


not reaſon to ſuſpect me? In this man- 


ner, did I argue with myſelf, till 1 was 


ſummoned to ſupper. I ſent down my 


maid, to ſay I was not very well, and 


begged te to be excuſed attending. This 
brought 
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brought up my mother, to ſee what way 
the matter with me, ſhe was ſurpriſed to 
ſee me on the bed, and ſaid—My deer 
girl, your father and I were quite a— 
larmed, when your maid told us you was 
unwell, let me beg of you to take ſome- 
thing. 

I replied, it was only a pain in my 
head, and that 1 would go to bed imme- 
diately, and ſhould I e ſay, be very 
well by the morning. 

To make ſhort of my ſtory Ellen, for 
I believe by this time you are ſufficiently 
tired, I went to bed, but not to fl-cp, 
though before the morning, 1 had rea- 
ſoned myſelf into a tolerable degree of 
calmneſs: nothing material happencd 
during the day, and at night, I aſked 
my woman while ſhe was undreſſing me, 
if Scdley had called or ſent. She an- 
ſwered, yes, he had called twice, but 
according to my poſitive orders, had 
each time been retuied admittance; in- 
deed Ma'am, added ſhe, if you had not 
given particular orders to the contrary, 
I ſhould have let him in, the laſt time 
he called,(for I went to the door mylelt), 


he begged ſo hard to ſee you, that it al- 
molt 
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molt broke my heart to refuſe him: I 
am ſure I could not be fo cruel, as you 
are Ma'am, to ſo pretty, and good a gen- 
tleman. 

Prithee girl, hold thy nonſenſe, Gid 
I, and leave me, for lil hear no more, 
Do you know Ellen, I was weak enough 
to wih, ſhe had admitted him, and told 
her if he came again the next day, and 
was very defirous of leeing me, the might 
let him in. 

The next morning, in the courſe of 
converſation, my father enquired of me, 
what was become of Sedley, for he has 
nat, laid he, been here thele two days: 
I ſhould imagine he 18 from home, do 
you know any thing of him Laura? 

l ſuppoke, replied I, he is better en- 
gaged: ( was obliged to ſtoop down, 
on pretence of looking tor my needle, 
tearing my father would oblerve my ex- 


treme confuſion, and aſk me the cauſe.) 


Nay Laura, ſaid my father, you ſhould 
not be offended with him, till you uy 
the reaſon of his ablenting himſelf : 
may be buſineſs of conlequence, thas 
prevents him from viſiting here, with his 
accuſtomed regularity, 
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You may eaſily ſuppoſe Ellen, I was 
extremely glad to be interrupted, in 
this part of our tete a tete, by the arri- 
val of Lady Freemore, and the two 


Miſs Martins; my father ſoon after left 


the room, and he was hardly gone, be- 
fore Lady Freemore ſaid—Indeed, my 
dear Bertie, our viſit was intended to 
your mother, 1 hardly expected to find 
you at home, imagining you would have 
been at Roſe Mount, nurſing poor Sed- 
ley, who is really very ill. 

Ill, reiterated I, good heavens! J 


Anew nothing of it, I really could not 


help ſhedding tears, I was fo alarmed at 
hearing he was indiſpoſed, left the 
room with precipitation, and begged of 


my mother, to go to Lady Freemore, 


and lay, I was ſudd« niy ſeized with a 
faintneſs, and that I found it impoſſible 
to lit up, and was theretore gore to lay 
down. It was not merely an excuſe, for 
don't know when I felt myſelt fo much 
indiſpoted : however | went down to 
dinner, and contrived ro mention, that 
Lady Freemore had told me, Sedley was 


very ill. 
| Oh, 
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Oh, ſaid my father, 1 am very ſorry 
to hear it, but we ought to ſend, and 
enquire after him, 
| think ſo, replied I, it would be. ver 

unkind if we did not; accordingly Tho- 
mas was diſpatched to Roſe Mount, with 
a card ſuited to the occaſion, and in little 
more than an hour, brought us back 
word, that Mr. Sedley was much better: 
he likewiſe brought a letter for me from 
him, wherein he begged my forgiveneſs 
for what was paſſed, and entreated me 

to aamit him, to have the pleaſure of 


ſeeing me next day. 


did not think fit to anſwer his letter, 


recollecting the old adage, that, 
<« Silence gives conſent;ꝰ 


and in the evening, my father had a 
long epiſtle from Sedley, relating the 
whole affair, and likewiſe to entreat F him, 
to uſe his intereſt with me, to pardon him. 

This was the firſt my father had heard 
of our quarrel: I therefore mentioned 
every Circumſtance to him, he did not 
blame me at all, but on the contrary, 
thought I had behaved with proper ſpi- 
it: my my (you know her par- 
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tiality to Sedley), was not quite of the 
ſame opinion; ſhe ſaid I had carried my 
ſeverity roo far, in refuſing to fee Mr, 
Sedley when he called: ſheacknowledged 
T had fome reaſon to be dilpleaſed with 
him, for, ſaid ſhe, there is nothing more 
provoking, than to be taxed with a 
crime, when we know ourielves inno- 
cent: but, continued ſhe, you muſt my 
dear Laura, commiſſion your father, to 
ſay you have entirely forgiven, and for- 
Yor it, 1 

Forgiven it, I have already Madam, 
replied I, and as it is your command, I 
will ſtrive entirely to forget it. 

Well, laid my father, then I will take 
a ride to Role. Mount, to-morrow morn- 
ing, and tell him what you fay, and if 
he is able to come out, 1 will bring him 
to'dine here. 

The firſt opportunity my mother bid; 
next day, ſhe took to read me a pretty 
ſevere lecture, on the imprudence of my 
behaviour, to a man I was ſo ſhortly | to 
Mart p. 

Good heavens! anſwered-I, not ſo very 
near marriage I] hope: I proteſt I know 
not how to Pot on matronly airs yet. 
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Fye, fye, Laura, exclaimed my mo- 
ther, you treat this ſubject with a great 
deal too much levity : 

this manner, I really ſhall be quite angry 
with you; you muſt be ſenſible, neither 
your father, or mylelf, ever laid any re- 
ſtraint on you, but gave you, full liberty 
to chuſe the man that was moſt agreeable 
to your inclinations : you have acknow- 
ledged you like Mr. Sedley, and he has 
been received by us, as a perſon who 1s 
to be the huſband of our daughter, and 
we are determined, not to ſee a worthy 
man trifled with; it is therefore our joint 
command, that the next time, 
ley preſſes you to name an carly day, you 


if you go on in 


Mr. Sed- 


1 had not time to anſwer her before 
the arrival of Sedley himſelf, put an end 
to our diſcourſe : he was at my feet in 
an inſtant, and ſolicited my forgiveneſs 
with ſo much eloquence, that I found it 
next to an impoſſibility to be difpleaſed 
with him any longer, and therefore freely Ak 
forgave him. 
On my mother's leaving the room, he 
{cated himſelf, as near me as he could, 
and throwing his arm round me, ſaid, 


1 
2 CE. NN CEE — — —_ —— * fa 1 
5 «ER 1 3 — 3 — N - A — "En 6 5 
: 9 n — — ——— — = mages, 5 ae 22 2 — r 1 11 * . oy, Fy 4 
8 + * 2 . 3 3233 323 * re 2 r 
Fr WT CET = > In dl AA ann. Ares & - pe IG, pet» 22 "> 2 * 4 


IS — 2 — ah K 
wp 


— 


: 8 — 
7 


2 


— 


. 


. SE 2228 2 8 - 0 — PRE _— ry 3 — - l > — * 
a — Lad doh ao. aan 1 . 
N 8 5 8 — c - IE... — 
— "4 % — * 2 5 - I Ma . 
2 3 I 8 2 — 2 . 2. 


— 


by 


8 


IDS 


w2 MAPLE VALE. 


| will my charming Laura always keep me 


in ſuſpenſe, by refuſing to name the day 
that is to make me happy ? 
Bleſs me, replied I, this is always our 


topic of converſation, but if I muſt 


name a day, let it be, this time three 


months. 


Three months! reiterated he; cruel 
girl, you might as well have {aid three 
ages. 

See there now, ſaid I, you are never 
contented ; oh dans: dear, what will be- 
come of me, when I have ſach an impa- 
tient huſband. We had a great deal 
more talk about it, and at laſt it was 
agreed, that our marriage ſhould take 
place, ſome time the beginning of next 


month: a day leis, I would not on any 


account, abate. 

And now my dear, 7 have Written 
enough about myſelf in conſcience, ) let 
me once more intreat you, to leave Lady 
Mary Winterford, who is not ſenſible of 
the treaſure ſhe pofleſſes, in the ſociety 
of my lovely friend: leave her, I again 
repeat, and come and live with your Lau- 
ra, who loves you; come and ſhare with 
me the bleſſings that {urround me. 1 

WIV 


— 
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My mother joins me, in entreating 
you and Mrs. Sidney, to favour us with 
your company: though ſhe dors not per- 
ſonally know you, ſhe is charmed with 
your character. How ſweetly would you 
comfort her, my Ellen, during the ab- 
ſeace of her Laura, for immediately af- 
ter our marriage, we are to go to France. 
to fetch a ſiſter of Sedley's, who is at 
preſent in a convent at Paris; if you 
would kindly ſpend that time with my 
mother, J ſhould be infinitely obliged 
to you, and ſhould return, with inex- 
prefſible pleaſure, at the thoughts of my 
Ellen's joining us, at Roſe Mount, 

You ſee, I have laid down my plan, 
and mult not, on any account whatever, 
be denied, I ſhall not expect any an- 
ſwer to this, but what you bring yourſelf, 
tor you have to repeatedly refuſed my 
Invitations, that I ſhall be quite offended 
it you do not come, — 

1 am greatly obliged to you, for Mrs. 
Stanhope's hiſtory; what a charming 
woman is Joſt, through the obRinacy, and 
cruelty, of a father: father, did I ſay, 1 
am {ure he is unworthy of that appella- 
uon. I am happy to hear, her little in- 
Vol. II. K fant 
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fant is likely to live, and muſt beg my 
Ellen, you will allow me to aſſiſt you in 
providing for it, as it muſt be a great 
expence to you, and more than I am ture 
you can ſpare. I am grieved to hear 
you are fo unwell, and beg ou will have 
lome advice, as your conſtitution, natu— 
rally delicate, ſhould not be neglected : 
but in my opinton, you will not find 
any thing of more ſervice to you than a 
trip to Moreton Lodge. 

We are going to have another wed- 
ding, in our neighbourhood : Mr. Free- 
more, and Miſs Martin: I don't know 
any two, that have a greater profpect of 
| happinels, as they are ſincerely attached 
to each other, and are both of them, re- 
markably good tempered, 

Adieu, may every bleſſing attend you, 
Prays, . 1 
Jour affectionate friend, 


LAURA BERTIE. 


L * F. 
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LETTER IX. 


EDWARD SEDLEY, Esa. 
1 0 


LORD SUMMERS 


will be ſurpriſed at my troubling you 
with a letter, when I have lo very lately 
written to you: but the truth 1s, as [ 
muſt write to ſome one, I have done 
your Lordſhip the honor of ſelecting 
you: and in the firſt place, I muſt be 
ſpeak your patience; and in the next, I 
will inform you of what, when you have 
read my letter you will know, 


One day, the beginning of laſt week, 


called on Lord Freemore, and found 
him alone, and he addreſſed me in the 
following manner. I am glad to ſee you 
Sedley, for I wanted to ſpeak with you, 
and meant to have come to Roſe Mount 
this morning, had you not prevented me 
by coming here. 0 | 


| N 3 Reſe Mount. 
O doubt, my dear Summers, you 


K 2 Well, 
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downright coquet. 


Well, replied I, I ſuppoſe by al this 


prelude, I am to expect ſome very con- 


lequential piece of news: for heaven's 
jake Freemore, do not put on ſo grave 
a phiz, it does not J aſſure you, Took 
half fo becoming as your natural one. 

I am very glad to fee you in ſuch ſpi- 
rits, anſwered he, for I think you will 
require ſore of them, if what I am 
going to tell you proves true : but to 
keep you no Jonger 1n ſuſpenſe, You 
are to know, that yeſterday evening ! 
drank tea at Lady Anville's; there was 
a large party, and among the reſt Lord 
G—h, who fat next me: we began to 
talk of you, and agreed you was a fine 
young fellow: bur, faid his Lorqſhip, It 
IS a great pity he is ſo very credulous. 

So credulous, replied ], how do YOu 


mean, my Lord. 


| mean what I fay, rejoined he: Mr. 
Sedley is very attentive to Miſs Bertie, 
and I make no doubt has an atlection 
for her, and moſt likely, _ ze has 
the fame for him: but he much mil- 
taken, for I verily believe he cares not 
a farthing for him; in ſhort, ſhe 1s 4 


Upon 
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Upon my word, my Lord, ſaid I, you 


ſpeak your ſentiments very freely, bur 
how will you prove all this. 

Oh nothing in the world ſo eaſy, ſaid 
he. 4 myſelt once had ſome little rendre 
for Miſs Bertie, and always had reaſon to 
ſuppoſe, I was far from being ; ulpleating 
to her; till very lately, when the thought 
proper to ſhew a partiality for Mr. Sed- 


ley, which at firſt diſtreſled me, but it 


ſoon wore off, for it was ever my maxim, 
not to care for a woman, who no longer 
cared for me. Happening to call at 
Moreton Lodge this morning, ihe ac- 

colted me, julf as ſhe was uſed to do, 
bo tore che became acquainted with Mr. 
Heddley, and told me the thought I had 
Deen il uted by her, but that though 
ne ſeemed to give Sedley the prefer 
e it was merely to oblige her father, 
and 5 whoſe hearts were ſet on 
ne match, for that | was always her 
favourite, and ſhould continue ſo: I am 
obliged, continued ſhe, to be civil to 


Mr, Sedley ; and I really think he firmly 
believes, I am ſincerely attached to him; 
ihe then, ſaid he, ſhewed me her pic- 
ture, which ſhe told me ſhe had ſome 
IH * 3 | 
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thonghts of giving him : but on my 


expreſſing a wiſh to have it, ſhe inſtantly 


gave it me, ſaying, that ſhe could eafily 


make Sedley believe, ſhe had miſlaid it, 


I aſked him, continued Lord Free- 
more, if he had any objection to ſhiew it 
me. 

None in the leaſt, anſwered he, and 

Was putting his hand in his pocket, to 
feel tor it, when Lady Anville came to 
tell us, we were both wanted at cards; 
and I had not another opportunity of 
ſpeaking to him, during the remainder 


of the evening; but I think Sedley, you 


ſhould enquire into this affair, for my 

part, I own 1 cannot believe Miſs Bertie 

capable of ſuch monſtrous behaviour. 
*Tis falſe, ſaid 1, J am ſure it muſt 


be a d—nd he of his: Fl g0 this inſtant 


to the villain, and make him cat his 
words. 

No, no, replied Lord Freemore, 1 
inſiſt upon it you do not think of going 
to him: it will be much better to write. 

It was not without ſome difficulty, his 


Lordſhip prevailed on me, to drop a all 


thoughts of going to him: but he at laſt 


onvinced me, it would be much r 
el 
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beſt way to write to him firſt, which I. 


inſtantly did. 
1 was in ſuch a rage, I know not what 
I wrote, but will encloſe Lord GCh's 
anſwer, which Freemore's fervant brought 
me, as | ordered him not to come away 
without one. 


TO MR. SEDLEY., 
SIR, 


ALTHOUGH you have not treated 
me with that civility, which is due from 


one gentleman to another, I am however 


content to overlook it, as I really think 


the lady in queſtion, not worth riſquing 


my life in a quel upon her account, (or 
indeed any other woman's, ) 'tis true, ſhe 


did give me her picture, but as you ſeem 
ſo deſirous of having it, I encloſe it, and 


have the honor of ſubſcribing myſelf, 
your humble ſervant, 
GE 


The fight of the picture, which he 
actually encloſed, rendered me almoſt 
frantic: I had not a doubt of her perfidy, 
and I recollected ſeveral little occurren- 
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cions, but had till then paſſed off, wich- 
out the ſmalleſt attention. 


&« 'Trifles light as air, are to the jealous, 
** Confirmations ſtrong as proof from holy writ,” 


I was determined to fee Miſs Bertie 
but once more, and then to upbraid her 
with her inconſtancy; ſo catching up my 
hat, I flew out of the houſe; and was at 
Moreton Lodge in a very ſhort time. 

found Miſs Bertie alone, but what I 
ſaid, I cannot pretend to tell you, but am 
dent, it was pointed and ſatyrical. 

She heard me out with the utmoſt pa- 
tience; and when ſhe found J had talked 
myſelf out of breath, condeſcended to 
explain every circumſtance, to my intire 
ſatisfaction ; had I been inclined to 
doubt her veracity, I had it not in my 
power, for not ſatisfied with the account 
given me by herleif, ſhe called one ct 
the ſervants, who corrobor ated every 
word ſhe had ſaid; but J wanted no tur- 
ther proof, for there was ſuch a conicious 
dignity, about her, that I muſt have been 
a very infideF to have doubted another 
moment: I therefore, on my knees, in- 
treated her forgiveneſs for my ful, 3 - 
UL 


but no, ſhe deſpiſed me too much to liſten 


to me, and breaking from me, deſired 


ſhe might no more be troubled with my 
vilits. : 

I inſtantly left the houſe, and in the 
firſt emotions of anger, wrote Lord Gh 
a challenge: but like a pitiful ſcoundrel 
as he is, the moment he heard his villainy 
was detected, he ordered polt horſes, and 
with the greateſt Expedition got to Po- 
ver, where finding the pacquet juſt ready 
to fail, he went on board, and was 
quickly out of tear of any purſuir. 

You will perhaj ds wonder how I got 
this laſt piece of intelligence; I had it, 
| may ſlay from hümfelf, for his cath 
running low, he wrote to his agent, to 
tend him remittances to Paris: Lord 
Freemore ſaw the ws and contrived 
to copy part of it for my peruſal. 

I called at Moreton Lodge, three, or 
four times in the ſpace of the next day, 
but was conſtantly refuted admittance : 
I now began to. think I had offended 
paſt forgiveneis; I thought I had lot 
the only woman I ever could love, and 
loſt her, entirely by my own folly; my 
mind had been to agitated, that 1 1 
K 5 myiclt 
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my ſelf too in to accept of an invi- 
tration to Felix Hall. 

The news of my indiſpoſition, was 
next day carried to Moreton Lodge, by 
Lady Freemore, and I had.the felicity, 
of receiving a card of enquiry, from the 
whole family, which 1 anſwered accor- 
ding to form, and then, fat down 19 
write Mr. Bertie, an account of riy ot- 
tence, and to ſolicit his mediation to- 
wards procuring my pardon : I likewiſe 
wrote to my Laura, begging to be ad- 
mitted to ſee her next day. I received 
no anſwer that night, but in the morn- 
ing, was agreeably ſurpriſed by the ap- 
pearance of Mr. Bertie: who aflured 
me, Laura had entirely forgiven what 

was paſſed, and waited with impatience 
to ſee me. I accordingly attended him 
home, and ſpent the day with my charm- 
ing girl, who has promiſed to give me 
her hand, the beginning of next month; 
it wants almoſt a fortnight of the time, 
ſo you cannot accuſe me Summers, of 
not giving you notice enough, for if 
you are not here woe be to you. 

It is my charming Laura's wiſh, that 


you would be here ; you ſee I am not - 
the 
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the leaſt jealous, notwithſtanding ſhe has 
confeſſed to me, that you are a LI 


ious favourite of her's. 
Adieu: remember to be at Roſe 


Mount time enough, which will oblige - 
Your's, 
EDWARD SEDLEY, | 


LETTER LXI. 


Ma. BERTIE 
TS: 
LADY FREEMORE 


O | : Moreton Lodge. 

H Lady Freemore, I am almoſt 
diſtracted, for heaven's ſake come to us : 
I have loſt my darling, my Laura, the 
is torn from us, and carried I know not 
whither, nor by whom ; Mrs. Bertie has 
been in fits ever ſince, and I am in a 
very little better way myſelf, Lord 


Freemore and Mr. Sedley, are gone after 
her; 
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per heaven ſend them ſucceſs, for if 
any harm thould happen to my Latina, 
neither my wife or 1, can poſſibly ſur. 
vive it. We had at firſt ſome ſulpicion, 
that it was Lord G—h, that had taken 
her off: but on ſecond thoughts, it can- 
not be him, for it is rs two days fince 
Lord Freemore faw a letter OD n him to 
his agent, deſiring to N00 ſome remit- 
tances ſent him to Paris: this convi _ 
me, it cannot be his Lordſhip that has 
4 och us into this ſea of trouble; in 
fact, we cannot fix on any one, ſor 
certainty. She was lured from her home, 
ya. pretended note from your Lady— 
25 which the ſent us, that we Id 
not be uneaſy at her long ſtay; and we 
thought no more of it, e hc 
was with you at Felix Hall: till Lord 
Freemorc and Mr. Sedley called in, aol 
op ry ſaying, Laura was with you, at» 
fin red me 1 muſt be miſtaken, for that 
they left you quite alone. ] then ſhewed 
Lord Freemore your note, but judge of 
our de elpair, when he affirmed it was not 
your writing, though extremely like it: 
and to confir mM us in our loſs, ſaid, he 


was poſitive none ot the carriages had 
been 
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been out this morning. Mr. Sedley 
heard no more, but begging Lord Free- 
more to accompany him, they inſtantly 
ict out after her. 


Ny mind 1s in too difordered a ſtate, _ | 


to give you a very accurate accounts 
even of what I know, which I believe, 
is no more than I have already informed 
you of, Mrs. Bertie is tcarful, our dear 
Laura is gone with her own conſent ; 
but I cannot help being angry, at the 
very idea: for what, my dear Lady 


Frecmore, could induce her to elope? 


has ſhe not ever been the uncontrouled 


miſtreſs of her own actions? and was ſhe 


not thortly going to be married, to the 
man of her own free choice ? what then 
could induce her to take ſuch a ſtep ? 
Alas! alas! I much fear ſhe is be- 
come a prey, to ſome defigning villain, 
who has taken advantage of her frequent 
viſits to your Ladylhip, to deceive her. 
Oh may the curſes, of an almoſt dif- 
tracted father, light on his head, if ſhe 
does not return in ſafety to her afflicted 
parents; alas! it will bring our grey 
hairs, with forrows to the grave. May 
vengeance dart —yet no, 1 will not 
0 curſe 
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curſe him, what am I doing, — my poor 
head is quite light, I talk at random, 
without knowing what I ſay. os 
Come to us, for pity's ſake, indeed, in- 
deed we want a comforter. Excuſe this 
_ incoherent ſcrawl, from, 

Your' „ 1 the utmoſt affliction, 

ANTHONY BERTIE, 


| My poor Mrs. Bertie was recovering, 
but has again relapſed ; and her fits are 
attended with more dangerous ſymptoms 
than before: I am almoſt broken hearted. 


LETTER LIKE 


MISS BERTIE 
TO 


Mas. BERTIE 


PEAR MADAM, 
— [uo wp, 


I HAVE juſt ſufficient time, while we 
are waiting for freſh horles, to inform 


you, I am lafe, 1 the protection of 
Lord 
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Lord Freemore, and Mr. Sedley: they 


did not overtake me till after I had been 


reſcued from Lord Gh, by two gen- 
tlemen : the vile wretch, tried to make 
them believe I was his wife, but they 
were not to be ſo duped; and a carriage 
coming up with ſome Jadies of their fa- 
mily in it, they kindly offered me a ſeat. 
I went with them to the next town, in- 
tending to have ſent an expreſs to inform 
you and my father of my ſafety, but was 
prevented, by the unexpected pleaſure 
of ſecing Sedley and Lord Freemore, 
who were waiting for other horſes to 
continue their ſearch after me: they 
immediately ordered a chaiſe and four 
to be got ready, into which, after thank- 


ing my deliverers and their ladies, I in- 


ſlantiy ſtepped, attended by my two 


beaux, 
beg you will excuſe my being more 
particular, till we meet, for you ma 


caſily ſuppoſe, I am much fatigued, hav- 


ing travelled upwards of. forty miles, in 
lirtle more than ſix hours. Waiting for 
freſh horſes, gives me an opportunity of 
Writing, for it is ſuch an untrequented 
road, that we are often obliged to ſtay, 
while they ſend four or five miles for 


horſes: 
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horſes; Lord G—h, I imagine, had all 
his beſpoke, for he found neither diffi- 
culty or delay in procuring them. 
The man I ſend expreſs with this, is 
ready to ſet out: we hope to be with 
you in a few hours after him, 
I am, dear Madam, 
your affectionate and dutiful, 
LAURA BERTIF, 


The letter Lord Freemore ſaw from 
Lord G—h to his agent, he (Lord 
G—h), told me, was only a contrivance 
of his to lull us into ſecurity, and it 
was by his deſire Lord Freemore had 
ſeen it. 


LETTER  EXAL 


MISS BERTIE 
T 0 


MISS SIDNEY 


{By N. oreton Lodge. 
HERE are two letters from my 


Ellen that lie unanſwered before me: in 
| the 
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the laſt, you ſay you fear I have forgot 
you, as it is ſo long ſince you have 
heard from me; but indeed my dear, I 
have ſuffered a great deal from iright, 
and fatigue, ſince I laſt wrote: but not 
to keep your curioſity on the ſtretch, I 
will immediately enter upon my tale. 
lt has been my cuſtom for ſome time 
pats to take a walk in the ſhrubbery 

very morning before breaktalt; my wo- 
inan gentra! ly goes with me; but it fa 
happened the laſt time, that ſomething 
or Other PrevVentege 8 her, and I wear with- 

ut any attendant: however, before I 
reach the end of * lawn, I met a 
footman in Lord Freemore's livery, who 
delivered me a nute from her Ladyihip, 
wich as well as I can remember was as 
follows: 


LAby Freemore's love to Miſs 
ertie, ſhould eiteem it a particular fa— 
vour, if the would breaktait with her 
this morning, as ſhe has ſomething of 
conſequence to communicate to her: 
Lady F=—, has for the fake of expedi- 
tion, ordered the carriage to meet Mils 
Bertie, at the end of the FRO begs _ 
W1 
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will not wait to alter her dreſs, but come 
immediately. | 


< n ES " * — * r 
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I deſired the man to carry the note to 
my mother, that ſhe might know what 
was become of me, and I, would walk 
on to the carriage: J had not the leaſt 
notion of any thing's being amiſs, there- 
fore 1t never entered my head, to look, 
if the carriage was really Lady Free- 
more's, or not, but when the man opened 
the door, I jumped in, and bid him be 
as expeditious as he could in going to 
mens Hall, 

I was ſo much taken up, with think- 
ing what Lady Freemore could poſſibly 
want with me, in ſuch very great haſte, 
that 1 did not perceive which way we 
were going, till the chaiſe ſtopped, and 
on looking up, I found we were quite 
in a different road. I was going to en- 
quire the reaſon of 1t, when the door 
opened, and in ſprang Lord G—h, who 
catching me in his arms, exclaimed, now 
my proud charmer, I have you fate, nor 
ſhall all the powers on earth, part us, till 
you are my wife. 5 

1 diſengaged myſelf from him, and 
told him, if he did not immediately take 
| 7 me 
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me home again, I would call out, to the 
firſt perſon I ſaw, and as to being his 
wife, I would rather die. He only 
ſmiled at this, and ſaid, as to calling 
to any body, it would ſignify very little, 
as we perhaps ſhould not meet one per- 
ſon in the way: but ſince I had declared 
my intention, he ſhould prevent the 
Icalt poſſibility of cticcting it, by draws 
ing up all the blinds, 

My ſituation was now worſe than ever. 
I found J was entirely in bis power, and 
was really diſtreſſed beyond deſcription: 
I found that threats would be in vain, 
entreaty proved equally fo, tor he vowed, 
he would never part with me, till I was 
his wife: ] was therefore obliged to liſten 
to a long detail of his love for me, and 
his honourable intentions, &c. not worth 
repeating. We ſtopped thrice to change 
| horſes, but it was at ſuch little obicure 
places, that I could not form the leaſt 
hope of a delivery, from making my 
caſe known: 4 therefore ſat quite ab- 
ſorbed in thought, and refuſed all the 
refreſhments, which the villain offered 
me: in this manner we went on for ſe— 
veral miles, when at length Lord G h 
called to one of his ſervants, and bid _ 

| „ ide 
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ride on, and ſee that his orders were 
punctually executed. 

I don't know why I was ſo much 
alarmed, but at 8 J was ſeized 
with ſuch a trembling, I could hardly 
fit upright: little did I then think my 
deliverance was ſo near at hand. The 
ſervant was hardly out of fight when one 
of the wheels giving way, "the carriage 
was turned quite on one fide: Lord 
G—h bruifed his arm very much, for 
my part, I was not in the leaſt hurt: he 
{wore molt terribly at the drivers, for 
their carelefineſs, laid he had broke his 
arm, and reproached me, as the cauſe of 
it. I told him, with o_ indignation, 
that I thought it a juſt puniſhment for 
his cruclty, in taking me from my friends. 
I had haruly done Hipeaking, when two 
gentlemen and their ſervants rode up: 
they very politely offered their aſſiſtance. 
Lord G—h, anſwered rather iurlily, thas 
his ſervant could do very well without 
any help. 

I thought now was my time, fo going 
up to one of them, I ſaid, for heaven's 
ſake gentlemen take me under your pro- 
tection, that villain is carrying Mg away 


from my parents, (by violence), who I 
am 
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am ſure ml be almoſt diſtracted on my 
account. 

Lord G—h, 3 what I had been 
ſaying, turned to one of his ſervants, 
and exclaimed, oh Thomas your poor 
miſtreſs will ! feng again loſe her ſenſes; 
this fright will be too much for her. 
Gentlemen, ſaid he, this poor unhappy 
woman is my wife, the has for ſome time 
been diſordered in her ſenſes ſo bad, that 
1 was under the ncceſſity of having her 
confined, but hearing ſhe was quite re- 
covered, J went to fetch her home, but 
] fear the fright of che carriage's over- 
turning, has again deranged her intel- 
lects: 10 lay ing, he took me by the 
arm, and attempred to pull me away, 
but I reliſted, with al! the {trength in my 
power, and puſhing him fromm me, I ſaid, 
indeed, indeed, 1 am not his wife, my 
name is Bertie, I am the daughter of 
Mr. Bertie, of Moreton Lodge, in 
ſure, and drawing ſome letters from my 
pocket, to confirm what 1 had ſaid, 
inewed how they were di ected, telling 
them it that was not ſufficient, they were 
welcome to look at the inſide. 

During the ee I had been ſpeaking, 
Lord Gh attempted to interrupt me 
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ſeveral times, which the gentlemen per- 
ceiving, told him, that I had not any ap- 
pearance of inſanity, they therefore would 
b me, and inſiſted I ſhould be ſuf. 
red to go with them. As Lord Gh 
found it impoſſible ta impoſe on them 
any longer, he contented himſelf with 
venting imprecations on His ſervants. 
The two gentlemen ſupported me, till 
we were overtaken by a coach and four, 
in which they ſaid, were their two wives, 


and another lady : I briefly related to 


them what had. happened; and begged 
leave to ſtay with them, till 1 could in- 
form my father and mother, of my being 
in a place of ſafety. 

They inſtantly made room for me, and 
obligingly ſaid, as ſoon as they reached 
the next town, which was but five miles 
off, an expreſs ſhould be ſent to Moreton 
Lodge; but I was prevented from ſend- 
ing tothem, for as we drove into the inn 
yard, I eſpied Sedley and Lord Free- 
more, who were waiting for horſes, to 
continue their ſearch after me: they 
were overjoyed to fee me, nor was J leſs 
happy to meet them, particularly Sedley, 


who after joining me, in thanking the 
two 


— 
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two gentlemen, and the ladies, ordered a 
chaiſe inſtantly, and in the evening, or 
rather night, we arrived at Moreton 
Lodge, to the great joy of my father and 
mother, who had been very uneaſy on 
my account ; indeed my poor. mother 
had been in fits for ſome hours, but 1s 
now, thank God, perfectly recovered. 

Sedley ſays, he thall be miſerab le, till 
I am his irrevocably, therefore to put 
him out of his pain, I have conſented to 
become a bride, the day after to-morrow : 
I admit your excuſe of not being pre- 
ſent, but muſt confeſs, I ſhould have 
been much happier, could 1 have pre- 
vailed on you to have been here. 

Lord Summers is with Sedley : he 
came yeſterday : I think I never ſaw 
any one ſo much altered in ſo ſhort a 
time; Sedley fears he is in a deep de- 
cline, he has entirely loſt his appetite, 

and appears quite inattentive to every 
thing about him, except J ought to ſay, 
what relates to my Ellen: 1 will give 
you a proof of it. 

He called here this morning with Sed- 
ley, and being left alone with me, (as 
his friend had tome buſineſs with my fa- 
ther), 1 defired him to read ſome pat- 
| lages 
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fages out of Thomſon's ſeaſons, (that 
edition you gave me), which I pointed 
out to him, but in taking the book out 
of my band, it dropped to ) the ground. 
Oh take care of it, ſaid 1, pray don't 
ip oi] Miſs Skinny” s book. 

*. Miſs Sidney! replied he, turning as 

pale as death. 

Yes, added I, it is a preſent given me 
by a ſchoolfellow of mine, a Miſs Sidney, 
and for her ſake I have a great regard 
for it: you are perhaps acquainted with 
her, the name ſeemed to ſtrike you. 

1 once, anſwered he with a deep ſigh, 
was acquainted witha lady of that name, 
but it cannot be the ſame perſon. 

An end, was put to this intereſting. 
converlation, by the unſeafonable arrive F 
of company : but the firit opportunity, 
I ſhall again renew the ſubject. I am 
told Lord "G—h is {till in England, there- 
fore on that account, I ſhall hurry Scd- 
ley abroad as foon after our marriage as 
poſſi ble: and another reaſon, I am ex- 
tremely © Ma I — my new ſiſtcer, 
that is to be. . 

Believe me, 4 1 1 5 illen, to be, 

your allectionate Ar jend, 
LAURA BERTIE. 
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